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 [Side A] 
 

Speaker 1: —this evening with the Prison Fellowship staff and I do want to thank Dr. 

Neil Snider as well as the faculty and administration of this university for being so 

gracious to have us come out tonight.  It is a joy for me also to be part of the prison 

fellowship of Canada’s team across this country.  I’m happy to say to you that um, 

probably by the end of this year we will truly be a national ministry, going into some 34 

penitentiaries from British Columbia right through to Newfoundland.  And I’ll have more 

to say about that in a minute.  But one of the team members who is introduced to us by 

Dr. Snider is Ron Nikkel a fellow Canadian. And I don’t want to make this Canadian 

night because we do have a special guest from the United States to speak to us in a few 

moments.  But Ron Nikkel has been with Prison Fellowship for the past five years, 

coming out of a position with Youth For Christ. And he is currently the president of 

Prison Fellowship International. And as such he travels globally more times than I would 

even care to think about. But I would like him to come on to the platform and share with 

all of us some of the very exciting things that are happening in this ministry in a global 

way throughout the entire world so would you just warmly welcome Ron Nikkel please. 

 

Ron Nikkel: Thank you.  As I was sitting here just thinking about this evening and 

thinking about the opportunity we have had in the last couple of days to be with so many 

of you,  I was thinking about the tragic truth that the sun never sets on the pain and 

suffering of people around the world.  People in prison and people affected by 

imprisonment.  I think of the men I was with so recently in Zimbabwe or in Zambia in 

Kabwe prison, men in the condemned section who are going to die.  They are there, they 

will never see the outside of this prison within a prison where they are confined. And yet 

there is tremendous joy in the midst of this suffering and the pain and what from a human 

perspective is the utter futility of their situation.  Eighty of those men out of a hundred 

and twenty have become Christians. And when I visited them it was one of the first 

occasions ever that they had someone allowed to come in to see them from the outside.  

 

Two years ago, a young man by the name of Bernard Mumba entered into a 

correspondence with some of us at Prison Fellowship.  He had recently become a 

Christian.  And as he grew in his commitment to Christ he began to sharing it with other 

men on death row.  At that time there were only several of them that were Christians.  

They responded, because his was a message of hope, his was a message of change and 

they could see it in his life.  When I visited them three years later Bernard was no longer 

in their midst, he had already been executed, he was gone. But eighty of the men were 

Christians and they were just a tremendously thrilling group to be with because of the joy 

and vibrancy which they expressed in the way they sang which they expressed in their 

fellowship. And the joy that they had where people would say that there was no hope at 

all. There is misery, there is suffering around the world but there is one solution. The 

solution that comes from the person and the work of Jesus Christ transforming lives. You 

know crime represents the failure of the individual, the moral failure of the individuals.  
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But in another way, prison represents the failure of society.  Because we with all of our 

technology, all of our know how, all of our programs, all of our efforts can’t change what 

is inside the heart of human beings.  The moral failure, the moral nature of man, we can’t 

change that.  It doesn’t matter what we do.  And so we as church around the world have a 

tremendous opportunity to witness; to witness to the saving power of Christ, the 

transforming power of Christ who alone is able to change what is in the heart of man. 

And what better way to do that than to enter into prisons where man and society have 

both failed. And in the midst of those situations to share the reality of Jesus Christ who is 

able to transform the human heart. [5:00] And that is happening around the world. It’s 

happening in Peru as 4000 Christian volunteers go into the prisons every week to share 

their faith and to share the love of Christ in practical ways with men and women who are 

suffering, with children who are suffering in prisons. Men like the men in Zambia, and in 

Zimbabwe, and in Singapore, and in England, and in Australia, and in Fiji, and in Papua 

New Guinea, around the world this is happening.  And we hope that somehow through 

our time together this evening some of you will be touched by God in a special way to 

share your faith with men and women in this community and the communities that you 

come from, to share your life and the life of Christ in you with people in need.  Thank 

you so much for coming out tonight. We’re delighted to have this time with you.  We are 

looking forward to God touching us and enriching our lives together this evening.  God 

bless you.  

 

Speaker 1: Thank you very much, Ron.  I also want to acknowledge the fact that this 

evening we do have friends from the correctional services of Canada and probably from 

the provincial prisons of British Columbia with us. Chaplains, wardens, associate 

wardens, as well as members from the criminal justice system, so we do appreciate the 

fact that you’re with us tonight.  Prison Fellowship of Canada has been functioning since 

October of 1980.  And I became the executive director for the organization in May of 

1983.  And I’m pleased to tell you tonight that all of the volunteer workers that we have 

are from Christian churches across the country, and I would believe that they would agree 

with me that when they first began to go into the prisons of Canada they saw people as 

criminals.  They saw prisoners as criminals.  But when you visit with them, and you get 

to know them that begins to change, and you begin to see them as persons who have 

committed a crime.  And I think that really is one of the underlying blessings of God that 

he opens up our eyes to let us see these individuals as persons who have committed a 

crime.  And therefore they need the reconciling love of God to begin their miracle change 

within their lives so they can truly be not only redeemed and reformed but regenerated 

into a new life as they leave the prison environment.   

As I mentioned to you, the ministry has been blest of God.  And I’m pleased to 

say to you as I have said just a moment ago, it truly has become a national ministry.  We 

do have a long way to go.  But we are seeing blessings as a result of the work of 

dedicated volunteers across the country. We initiated a number of programs that I would 

like to just touch on for a few minutes that I think may say something to all of you in 

terms of how Christians can become involved in a meaningful and practical way.  Back in 

1984, we introduced a training program for any individual who wanted to have a part in 
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prison ministry. It’s a training program for volunteer— volunteers in that they would 

learn about the criminal justice system.  They would learn how to deal with inmates and 

also they would learn how deal with their own personal emotions as volunteers involved 

this ministry.  And the program received the blessing of the chaplaincy for the 

correctional services of Canada back in 1984 and we have literally trained many 

hundreds of volunteers since that time.  And both Ken Gerbrandt and myself would be 

happy to come into British Columbia for those people who would truly be interested in 

taking such a course to see if God was really leading them into a volunteer work inside 

the penitentiaries.   

In addition to that, Prison Fellowship of Canada has recognized the need for a 

program that would assist inmates who have made a commitment to serve Jesus Christ.  

To re-enter society upon their parole or release from the institution and we have worked 

very closely with a number of local churches. [10:02] And I’m just so pleased to tell you 

that this prisoner pre-release program that we have developed is being recognized by 

chaplaincy and institutions across the county.  In our Jubilee Magazine, this latest issue 

marked October, it’s this particular issue right here we have one of the chaplains from 

Stony Mountain Penitentiary in Winnipeg, Manitoba stating that every inmate that has 

taken this particular release program at that institution has not recidivated, they have not 

committed another crime and gone back into prison. And I believe a lot of the success of 

the program is that they have discovered that there are local churches in the community 

who understand the problems of inmates; who understand the problems of Christian 

inmates, in terms of how they must readapt themselves back into society.  And so we’re 

just delighted with this particular program.  In fact, the chaplain in Regina, 

Saskatchewan, would like to make it mandatory that every inmate take it before they are 

paroled.   

And then during the last two and a half years we felt the need and the necessity of 

trying to equip inmates in terms of work so that the job that they are doing inside the 

penitentiary system would be transferable to the outside.  And back in 1985 we 

developed a program called Gateway, an industrial prison concept in Canada and I was 

very honored and pleased to have at least 45 minutes with the Solicitor General of 

Canada in private consultation with him in his office in Ottawa, the honorable Perrin 

Beatty.  It was at that time we discussed in great detail this concept that we had proposed 

to him, and I was told by Correctional Services in Ottawa that much of what was in that 

proposal is now in a test program in Quebec; trying to encourage the private sector into 

our prisons so that these men can have a meaningful job when they get outside upon their 

release. And then last June we wrote an article in the magazine on literacy in the prison 

system.  We have discovered that approximately 85% of inmates, according to the United 

Nations level of literacy, are functionally illiterate. That simply means that they cannot 

fill out a job application form, or they cannot read road signs, street signs.  They would 

be lost if they went into a restaurant if they tried to order a meal from a waitress or 

waiter.  And so we, again in Jubilee Magazine, we wrote about this issue and I was 

invited last May to Ottawa as one of a number of invited guests to attend a literacy 

conference put on by the Correctional Services of Canada.  And I’m happy to tell you 
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that literacy has become fairly high profile in the institutions across Canada and Prison 

Fellowship does have a part in training the inmate. 

In the city of Toronto where I come from, and I know you westerners won’t hold 

that against me, but we have approximately 65 trained volunteers going into the detention 

centers in the Toronto area alone.  Four of them have their PhD degree. We’ve got about 

fifteen with their master’s degree and all the rest have BA’s.  Many are retired 

schoolteachers.  And the level of commitment that these people have in training the 

inmates is quite remarkable.  We have some of the inmates that have since been paroled 

and they are continuing their education in the Toronto public library with the literacy 

tutors.  In other words, they are not giving up on them.  Just to give you an idea what it 

means for a man who has never really had a good solid opportunity to get an education.  

There was one chap that we were working with and he wanted to be able write out and 

the spell correctly the months of the year.  This was his goal.  And so this particular 

literacy tutor spent a number of weeks getting him to do that.  And then this one Tuesday 

afternoon at about 4:30 in the afternoon he wrote out the months of the year correctly and 

it was like an internal explosion of confidence that just came out of the man.  And he 

immediately started to say, “I am really a somebody”. [15:00] Now I would like to be a 

somebody and I can hardly wait for my car exhaust system to go on the blink so that I can 

go to Speedy Muffler King, because they tell you that when you go there you really are 

somebody.  But for this man he really did believe it.  And the exciting thing about his 

future is that his educational curve has gone almost vertical, he’s just learning so much, 

and so we’re just thrilled with that particular program.   

Now this evening, before I introduce our guest speaker to you, I do want to 

challenge all of you tonight to seriously consider, if you’re not involved, to consider what 

God may be saying to you or speaking to you right now about involvement in the prison 

system.  It is not a glamorous ministry.  It is a very difficult ministry.  And for those of us 

that are in this ministry I believe that there has to be a calling of God upon these people 

in order to do it.  But it is also a very rewarding ministry.  Extremely so.  Prison 

Fellowship of Canada is opening volunteer chapters in British Columbia, I believe by the 

end of the year we will have a chapter in Kamloops and also Kelowna.  But we also need 

response from Christians down in the lower Fraser Valley to see if they would like to 

volunteer their time so that we could work under the supervision of the chaplaincy in 

these institutions.  And that is one of the policies of Prison Fellowship to work under the 

responsibility of the chaplaincy and if there is literacy training then under the complete 

responsibility of the director of education in that institution.   

So we would be happy to invite your inquiries following this evening in the hall. 

During the time of refreshments we have magazines available to you.  We have a 

magazine that I have not mentioned that I think is worthy of mentioning that is called 

“New Life Inside”.  I believe it is the only magazine of its type that is designed, and 

printed, and published exclusively for the inmate.  Two years ago, we were producing our 

first or second copy of the magazine and on the front cover the lead story was about a 

prisoner who had been incarcerated for fourteen years and he had served probably eight 

years of his time in the hole. And he had come out on parole, he had found Jesus Christ, 
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and he has stayed out for the last six years.  And he has become very much a part of 

prison fellowship and so we wrote about his story in this magazine.   

And at the time we were not involved in the prisons of Quebec, but a copy of this 

magazine, New Life Inside, found its way  to Quebec, to a penitentiary in Quebec and 

into a particular cell in that penitentiary.  And when the inmate came back to the cell and 

saw the magazine, he looked at the front cover, and saw the picture of a friend of his who 

had served time with him in Millhaven down in Ontario.  He read the story and he 

discovered that this prison chum of his had come to a knowledge, a saving knowledge of 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  And he has since testified to me personally that up until that 

moment he had no contact with the Christian church.  He had never been into church, he 

had never met a Christian, he had never attended a chapel meeting in an institution and he 

had been incarcerated for many years.  But on the strength of this testimony in that 

magazine he decided to go to the chapel meeting and he sat in the back of that room and 

he didn’t observe the other inmates, he didn’t listen to the chaplain, but he did observe 

the Christian volunteers that were there. And he went back, and he went back, and then 

he wrote us a letter. And it was just before Christmas and the staff of Prison Fellowship 

down in Toronto we got a Christmas card and we all signed it and we put personal 

greetings on it and we sent it to him.  He said that was the only Christmas card he had 

ever received in his entire life that he could remember. And while all of us were 

celebrating the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ on December the 25
th

 1985, this particular 

person knelt in his cell at the foot of his bed and gave his heart to the Lord Jesus. And he 

has simply gone on in Christ. [20:05] And it is just beautiful to see the transformation.  

So as one volunteer said when he went into the institutions for the first time, he went in 

and he went up to an inmate, he said “I’ve come to bring Jesus into this institution.”  He 

didn’t know what else to say. And the inmate very lovingly looked at him and he says, 

“Please don’t bother, he’s already in here.” So I can assure you that if you do become 

involved you’re going to have blessing, you’re going to have some exciting times, but 

you’re also going to have disappointments as well. And that I think is all a part of the 

Christian life and the development of one’s character as we go along this pilgrim way.   

Now for some of you, you may not be aware of the fact that, in the United States a 

number of years ago, they had a president by the name of Richard Nixon. For some of us 

who now have to wear bifocals, we knew about that. And during the time when Richard 

Nixon was the president of the United States of America, a young man, who was the 

youngest captain in the US Marine Corps who served time in Vietnam, was also a 

member of the republican party, he was in politics very heavily. And he found himself, as 

a lawyer, graduating from Harvard Law School as the special counsel to the president of 

the United States, Richard Nixon. By his own testimony, at that time he was not a 

Christian. And I think if you can recall back, back in those early years of the decade of 

the seventies, there was a break-in in the Watergate apartments down in Washington DC, 

and as a result of that the now very famous, or infamous, Watergate crisis hit the United 

States. And our guest speaker was very much deeply involved in that, and as a result he 

found the Lord Jesus Christ and maybe he may want to tell you just a little bit about how 

that conversion took place, because he can tell it much better than I. But as a result of 

that, it was the Lord’s preparing him to have to face a prison sentence in a United States 
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Federal penitentiary. He came out of that penitentiary, and for one year he wrestled with 

God. I can assure you that any person who has done time in an institution, when he’s 

released, basically he doesn’t want to go back, and our guest speaker this evening was no 

different. He didn’t want to go back. But I can assure you that when God has his hand 

upon you, as he does upon all of us who’ve embraced the love of Jesus Christ, when he 

calls us we cannot say no. And so our speaker tonight, he bowed and said yes to the 

ministry to which God called him. And since 1976, this ministry under his guiding and 

leading and under his very prayerful life, and dedication to serve Jesus Christ, has been 

blessed not only in the United States, across the United States, in Canada, but as we heard 

from Ron Nikkel, in thirty-two countries of the world to this date. So it’s a very deep 

privilege and joy for me to introduce not only the chairman of Prison Fellowship 

International, not only a friend, but also one who deeply loves and serves the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Would you warmly welcome Charles, Chuck, Colson. Thank you.  

 

Colson:  Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank you very much and good evening. 

You know, the most difficult part of a speaker’s talk is that initial getting acquainted, 

getting identified with his audience. And whenever I look at a gathering like this I’m 

reminded of a great story of American politics that involved one of our legendary 

political figures. His name was Al Smith, he was the governor of New York. He was a 

silver-tongued orator, a great speaker, and during the twenties, the late twenties, when he 

was campaigning for re-election to be governor of New York, [25:00] he was driving 

through upstate New York and he passed the penitentiary at Sing Sing, and so he thought 

it would be good politics to go in and talk to the inmates, and he had his driver go in and 

they assembled all of the inmates in the prison in a hall, just like this. Almost like this 

(laughter). And Governor Smith began his talk that day as he began every speech he ever 

gave, he was a democrat, and he began his speech that day, “Fellow Democrats.” Then he 

paused for a moment, and he thought that would not be the best public relations in 

downstate New York, so he hesitated and he stopped, and he began his speech a second 

time, “Fellow citizens.” And then he realized for the crimes for which people were 

incarcerated they had lost their citizenship, so this great speaker, never at a loss for 

words, now he was flustered, and he began a third time, “It’s good to see so many of you 

here.” (laughter) I can certainly say it is good to see so many of you here tonight.  

We are very grateful to Trinity Western and Dr. Snider for hosting this meeting 

on the campus. We had originally thought that this might be a time in which we would 

simply invite clergy and prison workers to come and to meet with us so that we could talk 

about the ministry of Prison Fellowship and what God is doing in our lives and then there 

were so many last night that were turned away who couldn’t get to the banquet that we’ve 

opened it up to people beyond that. And then of course we wanted the opportunity to 

meet some of the students at this great university, and so we’ve invited you in, and the 

small intimate gathering has turned into this wonderful crowd. We’re delighted to have 

each one of you here. I will be talking a little bit tonight about my ministry and the 

ministry God has led us into, and a little bit about my life, and hopefully a little bit of a 

challenge for each of you. It will apply particularly to you young people because many of 

the lessons of my life, I think will be relevant in your lives.  
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Ian mentioned how this ministry began, but I have to tell you and take you back in 

time just a bit to how it really started. You know, people say to me, “Is God really 

sovereign?” Someone said to me today, “Is God really alive and sovereign?” All I can say 

is, “I wish you could have been with me over the last 12 years of my life to see the 

incredible way that God has worked.” As Ian said, when I was released from prison, after 

seven months in prison, and I was released one night by surprise, the judge cut my 

sentence short. And I came home, and there must have been seventy reporters outside of 

my home, camped there with their television camera crews waiting because I was a 

celebrated and notorious figure, and I said a few words to the cameras and to the press, 

and then closed the door and got into the house. And I took my wife Patty into my arms 

and I said, “Honey, it’s all behind us. We’re now going to have a quiet, private life.” 

We’d been four years in the White House, we’d been two years in the middle of the 

biggest political scandal in American history, I’d been seven months in prison, hounded 

by the press daily, and we just wanted to be alone, to be with our children, and to walk in 

the woods and the fields and smell the flowers and look at the birds, and just have time 

by ourselves.  

But the most amazing thing was that first week, the very first week that I was 

home from prison, I would wake up in the middle of the night and I would think back on 

the faces of the men that I’d been in prison with. The terrible helplessness, the emptiness, 

and men that I’d come to know, and been in a Bible study with, men I’d come to love in 

that prison. We had a wonderful little bible study. There was seven inmates, there were 

three blacks, four whites, two convicted dope-pushers, a car thief, a stock swindler, and 

the former special counsel to the president of the United States (laughter) on our knees at 

night, praying together, and I’d come to love those men. And so, surprising though it 

would be, the first trip that Patty and I took together was to go back to the prison I’d been 

in and spend a day in the visiting room. And then over those next months I did wrestle 

with God, as Ian put it. I really didn’t want to work in the prisons, and I certainly didn’t 

want to be in full time public ministry, but I couldn’t forget the men in prison.  

And one night, one morning, rather, I woke up out of an absolute sound sleep, and it was 

as if God had painted a picture before my eyes, I saw a vision, really, of men and women 

coming out of prison and being helped by Christian inmates—by Christian people on the 

outside. I saw them smiling. And then I saw them going back into the prisons. I’m a 

person who has trouble waking up in the morning, I don’t know about you, but I’m not 

one of the morning persons. I used to say that until I’ve had three cups of coffee I was an 

atheist. [29:58 ] But this morning, I bolted out of bed and it was as if God was telling me 

to go back into the prisons and take people out. I called a man who had once been my 

bitterest political enemy, his name was Harold Hughes. 

All the years during the great Watergate controversy he was in the United States 

senate, a democrat, trying to impeach Richard Nixon, I was on television every day 

defending Richard Nixon. We were miles apart, and when I first became a Christian, 

when Christ first came into my life, a young man was helping me study the Bible one 

night, and he said “I’d like you to meet a wonderful Christian brother.” I said, “Who is 

that?” and he said, “Well, his name is Harold Hughes.” I said, “Harold Hughes, he’s a 

democrat!” Not only a democrat, but an ex-alcoholic, a recovered alcoholic, a former 
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truck driver, a man who, at thirty-two years old, had so messed up his life he wanted to 

blow his brains out. And we finally found a room that we could meet in. After he had 

recovered from alcoholism he went on to become governor of his state,  three terms, and 

a United States senator, and finally we found the one friend, the mutual friend that we 

had in Washington and we could meet one night and it was there that I first, as a brand 

new Christian, told the story of how Christ had come into my life and this Harold 

Hughes, by the way, if you don’t remember him from pictures or books or stories, Harold 

Hughes is a guy about 280 pounds, a great big fellow, ex-truck driver. He’s the kind of 

guy, he sat across the room from me, he’s the kind of guy who looks mean and ugly even 

when he’s happy. And I was telling how Christ had come into my life, and about ten 

minutes into the conversation he stood up and said, “I’ve heard enough.” And he walked 

across the room towards me, slapped his hand on his side, I don’t mind telling you I was 

a little nervous, ‘cause he’s big, and then he leaned down and he picked me up and he 

threw his arms around me and he said “I love you brother, and I will stand with you 

anyway.” And he did, all through Watergate. A wonderful experience, a wonderful 

teaching lesson to me that no matter what differences there are, political, or color of our 

skin or our backgrounds or anything else, in Christ we are truly one. We are reconciled 

together; we are brothers and sisters.  

So I had called Harold, because he had now become my closest brother, he came 

over to my house, I said “Harold, God’s called me to start going into prisons and taking 

people out.” He ran in the bathroom and threw cold water all over his face (laughter). He 

said, “You’re crazy, you can’t get into the prisons. You want to go in and take people 

out?” Well, we went to all the politicians that we knew. He’d been twenty years in 

Democratic politics, I’d been twenty years in Republican politics, and so we went to all 

of the people that we had worked with in the Senate and the Congress, and we said, “Will 

you help us? Will you call the Department of Justice, the Attorney General, and get us 

permission to go into the prisons and take people out?” And every one of those 

politicians listened to us very attentively and then never did a thing. Politicians get up in 

the morning, I know, I was one for twenty years, lift the window, lick your finger, stick it 

out and see which way the wind’s blowing. And out there, eighty percent of the people 

want to lock people up in prison and throw away the key and forget about them forever. 

A politician’s never going to do anything. We got discouraged, and then Harold one day 

said to me, “You know, if God really wants us in the prisons, let’s go down to see the 

man who runs the prisons in the United States and simply ask him for permission.” Well, 

we did that. We walked into the office of Norman Carlson, the head of the federal prisons 

in the United States, and I sat there for one half hour, an ex-convict who had spent seven 

months in one of his prisons, telling him everything wrong with his prisons. You just 

don’t do that.  

He listened attentively. He should have thrown us out. I think the only reason he 

didn’t was I looked over and Harold Hughes had his head down and he was praying. At 

the end of that half hour conversation, and there’s a great lesson in this, at the end of that 

half hour, I looked at him and I said, “Mr. Carlson, we want permission to go into your 

prisons, take people out, let us train them on the outside, because with the power of Jesus 

Christ, we can do what your prisons can’t do.” He looked at me and he said, “Mr. Colson, 



Aud 25  

 

Sides A and B Lecture: Ron Nikkel and Chuck Colson 

October 31, 1987 

 

Transcribed by [SFG], [January-April 2013] up to side A 20:05;  

Completed and reviewed by [DB], [May-August 2013].  

9 

I want to ask you a question.” He said, “Two weeks ago my wife and I were at the federal 

prison in California, and we were there on a weekend and we went to the chapel,” he 

said, “in the back of the chapel, during the service, the chaplain asked for prayers, and at 

the back of the chapel an inmate got up and he prayed for me and my wife. Why did he 

do that?” I said, “Mr. Carlson, he prayed for you because he’s a Christian; we’re taught to 

pray for those in authority. Every night I was in prison I prayed for the prison warden. 

Sometimes I prayed that he would get transferred, but I prayed for him.” (laughter) 

Norman Carlson looked at me and he said, “But I’m the man keeping him in prison!” I 

said, “I know that Mr. Carlson, but he prayed for you because he loves you.” [34:59] And 

Norman Carlson looked at me seconds later and he said, “Alright, Mr. Colson, okay 

Senator Hughes, I’m going to issue an order today. You can take people out of any 

federal prison you want, into your custody. Go ahead, let’s see what you can do.”  

That was in late 1975; twelve years ago. We subsequently have had thousands of 

inmates out of prison in the United States and in various countries around the world. 

Since that day, in 1975, when we were given permission to take people out of prison, this 

movement has begun to spread, talk about the sovereignty of God, has spread to the thirty 

two countries around the world, across the United States, across Canada, thirty thousand 

people working today, taking the gospel into the prisons in the United States alone. 

Amazing! (applause) This year, I just saw the statistics, this year we will have in-prison 

seminars in the United States where we take a teacher in, and we actually move into the 

prison with about thirty or forty volunteers and we put on a seminar. This year we will 

have twenty-five thousand inmates graduate from training programs inside prisons in the 

United States, which is five percent of the prison population of America, and in other 

couple of years we will double that. When you begin to get ten percent of the prison 

population going through Christian programs, you’re really going to be able to impact the 

prison problem in this country and in this world, and the crime problem as well.  

And the ministry is spread out in a number of other ways. We take inmates out of 

prison and they work in community service projects. Some of the most exciting things 

that I have seen happen, when we take these inmates out they live in the homes of our 

volunteers and they work in the inner cities, rebuilding community playgrounds, or 

community centres, or homes for the elderly, or homes for the poor. Hundreds of those 

projects going on around the United States, all the time, community service projects. And 

one of the most exciting things that has come out of this ministry is the Angel Tree 

program. At Christmastime, the real victims of crime are the children of the inmates. 

Daddy’s locked up in prison, Mommy’s on welfare, and she knows she can’t provide a 

Christmas for that child, like every other child. What a sad time that is. So a few years 

ago, we started a program in the United States whereby we go to the inmate families and 

to their children and we say, “What would you like at Christmas?” And the child takes a 

cardboard angel that we have made up and writes on the back the three choices for 

Christmas presents. About seventy percent are clothing. We then take that card and we 

hang in on an angel tree, a Christmas tree in a shopping centre or in a church and the 

shoppers and the people come by and they take that off and they buy the gift and they 

take it and wrap it up and our volunteers deliver that a few days before Christmas along 

with a beautiful little comic book that tells the whole gospel story, including what the 
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birth of Christ is all about, and deliver that to the inner-city homes. And all across 

America that’s been going on. I, this past January, was ill with serious surgery, and I was 

in the hospital and there were complications. There was one moment during all of that, 

when I kind of wondered if maybe this was the time that God was going to call me home. 

And right in the midst of it, the man who heads our ministry came in to see me, and he 

said “Chuck, I’ve got the statistics for Angel Tree last year.” He said, “At Christmas this 

year, fifty-two-thousand inmates’ children received Christmas gifts through the Angel 

Tree program.” I don’t mind telling you people that I could have gone home a happy 

man, to the Lord, figuring that God had used my life to bring Christmas into the lives of 

fifty two thousand kids.  

This ministry, which has now spread all the around the world, a powerful 

movement of God. But here’s the lesson: think about how it began! Did it begin because 

Chuck Colson was a famous, or an infamous, character during the Watergate era? Did it 

begin because Harold Hughes had power or influence? Did it begin because politicians 

helped us? No! This whole program began because, in the back of a prison chapel, an 

inmate, who to this day, whose name is unknown, prayed, and God heard that prayer and 

used it to touch the heart of a man who runs the prisons of America. How God works to 

confound the wisdom of the world! You want to know if a movement’s authentic, look 

and see whether it has started with famous people and big institutions or whether it’s 

begun as a ground swell of public opinion, of public attitudes, among the public, because 

that is the way that God has historically always worked. What convinces me of the 

authenticity of this ministry, and I’m often asked, people will say to me, “Why do you 

work in the prisons?” You know I’ve been in the United States senate, I’ve been an 

assistant to the president of the United States, one of the four or five men closest to the 

president, walking out of his office every day. I know most of the people in high political 

office in the United States, and people would say to me, “Why don’t you go to the 

important people, why do you work among the prisoners?” [40:03]They don’t 

understand. 

I work among prisoners because that’s where God has called me to go. I couldn’t 

be any place else, he wouldn’t let me have rest if I tried to do something else, but it’s also 

where God, historically, always has worked. He’s worked from the bottom-up, not from 

the top-down. Look at the Bible! From the time of Solomon and David on forward, the 

last two-thirds of the Bible, was written by scruffy prophets, peasants, outcasts, prisoners. 

The disciples of Jesus, the twelve, who were they? They were nothing, nobodies! The 

dirty dozen I call them, that followed Jesus: they had nothing. And that’s who wrote the 

Bible, that’s who spoke into the world. God has always spoken, often, so often speaks, 

through the powerless to the powerful. That’s the way God works.  

I think of this ministry around the world, as Ron was mentioning tonight, going 

into Lurigancho, Peru, the worst prison in the world; seven thousand inmates. Ron and I 

arrived there the week after a nun had been murdered inside that prison. Army had 

secured the outside of the prison. We went inside that place, and no guards would walk 

with us as we walked into one of the cell blocks, one of the pavilions, and the first thing 

that happened was that I smelled the incredible odor inside that place, almost had to grab 

my nose and hold it. And I wear leather soles, I noticed my feet started to slide, I looked 
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down and my feet were sliding on the open sewage that was coming out of the cells and 

running into the centre of the floor where the men were cooking their meals. And the 

expressions of hatred and anger and bitterness in that prison! But as we would tour the 

cell blocks and walk around, every now and then an inmate would grab us and pull us 

into a cell and he would point up onto the wall and he would proudly at a certificate. He 

had graduated from a Prison Fellowship in prison seminar, a program that was going on 

among the four thousand Christian volunteers going into the prisons in Peru. And I 

grabbed that guy in the sweaty, hot, place and just hug him in my arms. To see right there 

in that pit of hell, God’s people had been there. The church is there. Yes, Jesus is in that 

prison. Same thing in Zambia, that Ron was just talking about. The condemned section, 

the men on death row. To think of the glory that they radiate in their faces, so many of 

them who know they are going to die.  

Northern Ireland, a place torn by religious warfare, Catholics and Protestants 

fighting in the streets. And yet in Northern Ireland there was a, during the period, if you 

may remember reading of the hunger strike, there was an Irish Republican Army, a 

Catholic Terrorist who was on the hunger strike. His name was Liam McCloskey. Fifty-

five days he was slowly starving to death in protest against the conditions in the prisons 

and against the British rule. And his mother came to him on the fifty fifth day as his 

eyesight was going and the muscles on his left side were already gone and said to him, 

“Liam, you’re dying in a lost cause, no one respects you for this.” He was to have been 

the tenth man to die in the hunger strike. And something about what his mother said got 

him, and he said “Okay, Mummy, take me off.” So Liam McCloskey broke the hunger 

strike. He was the tenth man who had been fasting to death. And in his cell as he was 

recovering later, as Liam McCloskey later told us, in his cell as he was recovering later, 

someone had given him a Bible and he began to read that Bible. And he said to himself as 

he read that Bible, “I have to make a choice. I have to choose between the Irish 

Republican Army and Jesus Christ.” And Liam McCloskey, all by himself in the cell, 

with no one witnessing to him other than that Bible in his hands, said, “I’m going to 

make a choice, I’m going to choose Jesus Christ.” And he did, he became a Christian. 

First thing he did when he got out of the cell was to walk across the prison, it was a 

segregated prison in Northern Ireland, the Protestant prison is on one side, the Catholic 

prison is on the other, and Liam McCloskey walked across the cell block into the 

Protestant section and sat down in the only seat he could find that was open and there was 

a hush and a silence that fell over the prison. He sat next to a prisoner named Jimmy and 

he began to share Christ with Jimmy. Jimmy became a Christian.  

The walls of segregation broke down in that prison. The Catholics and the 

Protestants were out in the streets fighting, but in the prison the Catholics and Protestants 

were studying their bibles together and loving one another. And those two men came out 

of prison one night, when we had our conference in Belfast, Northern Ireland. Jimmy and 

Liam, one a former Protestant terrorist, one a former Catholic terrorist and they stood up 

on a platform just like this with their arms around each other and Liam said, “A couple of 

years ago if I’d have met Jimmy on the street I would have killed him. Today I would lay 

my life down for him because he is my brother.” [44:59] I saw eleven hundred people in 

Queen’s Hall in Belfast come up out of their chairs, not just in applause, but weeping and 
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turning around and embracing one another. Out of the prisons comes the hope in a place 

battered and torn by religious strife like Northern Ireland. Out of the prisons God raises 

people up to be a witness to the society. Everywhere around the world, that’s how God 

has always worked. 

I told the story to those of you that were at the dinner last night of the man in 

Madagascar, his name is Pascal, a professor of etymology at the University of 

Madagascar. Pascal was in a Marxist coup in his country and was thrown into prison. 

He’d been a nominal Christian, but, as he told it later, in prison Jesus came to him in his 

cell. And Pascal began then to preach the gospel among the inmates in that prison of five-

thousand inmates. And there soon was a thriving, growing, prison—  [46:04] 

 

[End Side A] 

 

[Side B] 

 

Colson: —back into the prison daily, regularly, weekly, going into that prison and he 

looked at the infirmary, on the steps of the infirmary, and he saw fifty corpses, piled up. 

And Pascal looked and he said, “What’s happening here?” And he went in to see the 

nurse, and he said, “Is there a plague?” She said, “Oh, no, this is imply the normal quota 

of men who die every week from malnutrition.” Pascal went home that night and he said 

to his wife, “We’ve got to do something,” and his wife said, “What can we do, we don’t 

have any money, no Christian organizations, no big celebrity movements.” And so they 

did the only thing they could do, they started cooking in their kitchen. And Pascal and his 

wife began cooking vegetable stew and rice and taking it to the prison and today, just the 

two of them cooking by themselves, keeps seven hundred inmates in that prison alive 

every week. See, that’s living out the gospel, coming up out of the prison, becoming the 

hope for society. That’s the way God’s always worked. And God has used the lowly and 

the base and the foolish things of the world, as Paul said, to shame the wise and the 

mighty. I think maybe Ron and I saw one of the most vivid illustrations of this when we 

were in Costa Rica a couple of years ago. We were there to visit the prison where, in 

cooperation with World Vision, we’ve had a prison farm, a farm developed around the 

prison and the inmates can go out and farm goods and get money for their commissary 

accounts and be able to send it home and support their own, support themselves, inside 

the prison.  

And we had a marvelous, glorious, experience, preaching to the inmates in a 

covered shed outdoors and the whole prison population came, and it was a beautiful time, 

inviting the men to come to know Christ and accept Christ into their lives. And after it 

was over and Ron and I were getting ready to leave, a big, tall, Spanish speaking lad 

came over to me, he spoke very good English, and he said, “Mr. Colson, you’ve led me to 

Christ,” he said, “would you baptize me?” I said “No, I’m not a member of the clergy, 

you should see your priest or minister and ask to be baptized.” He said, “We don’t have a 

priest or minister, we just have Prison Fellowship.” I said, “We’ll see some local clergy.” 

I didn’t want to get in trouble with the clergy for baptizing people. But he seemed so 

insistent. He said, “Please, you’re the one who’s led me to Christ, and I’m a part of 



Aud 25  

 

Sides A and B Lecture: Ron Nikkel and Chuck Colson 

October 31, 1987 

 

Transcribed by [SFG], [January-April 2013] up to side A 20:05;  

Completed and reviewed by [DB], [May-August 2013].  

13 

Prison Fellowship,” he said, “please, it would mean more to me than anything I could tell 

you if you would baptize me.” Well, I looked at this lad, and I decided that maybe I 

wouldn’t get in trouble back home, maybe people wouldn’t hear about what happened in 

Costa Rica. I looked at him, now, he’s a big guy, and I said to Ron, “Go get some water.” 

Ron got a bucket and went over to the water trough, and I said “Get as much as you can, 

I’m a Baptist.” (laughter & applause) So he, I didn’t want to give him any one of those 

Anglican sprinkles, so Ron brought this big bucket of water back and we set it on the 

ground, but this fellow was six feet tall and there was no way I was going to get him in. 

So I poured as much of it over him as I could, and we baptized him. Then there were a 

few others who came along and it was a muddy place, and mud was spattering up on my 

shoes and on my trousers. And as we were finishing, I received a call that President 

Monge of Costa Rica wanted us to come and visit him at his residence, so we left the 

prison yard, covered with prison mud and dust from a prison baptism, and drove across 

town to the president’s home and walked into the cabinet room where the president 

whose daughter had gone to school in the United States and had read my book Born 

Again, asked us to come and visit him. We were sitting in the president’s office talking 

about the gospel and talking about conditions in the prison and I thought, “Isn’t this an 

incredible parable of how God works? Right out of the prison yard into the president’s 

office, witnessing to the president?” That’s how God works; even turns countries upside 

down.  

You perhaps have followed the story, the amazing story, of the Philippines. A few 

years ago I was on an airplane flying to Boston. I was going to see my, then just born, 

first grandson. And I was walking down the aisle of the plane, and this man, who was 

obviously of Oriental origin, stood up, and very excitedly said “Chuck Colson!” and I 

said, “Yes, please,” and he said “Oh, Chuck Colson!” His arms were out, he was blocking 

the aisle, people behind us are trying to get on to the plane. I said “Please, sit down and 

be quiet.” I try to get away from people on airplanes, particularly when they get that 

excited, and he said, “I was in prison in the Philippines, and someone, my mother, sent 

me your book, Born Again” and he said, “I was in the middle of a hunger strike” and he 

said, “I read that book and I gave my life, I got on my knees one night.” He said, “The 

guards were bringing me food, they’d let the dog eat the food and then they’d give me 

what was left over. I was filled with hatred and anger and bitterness, but I read your book, 

and one night I got on my knees and I surrendered my life to Christ.” [5:07] And he said, 

“It’s been transformed” he said, “I’ve learned to love” he said, “I’ve come to know Christ 

through you,” he said. I asked him his name, and he said “Benigno Aquino.” Seven years, 

seven months in prison in Marcos’ government. Released to come to the United States to 

have open heart surgery. Benigno Aquino and I became good friends. I saw him many 

times while he was in the States. As a matter of fact, a month before he went back to the 

Philippines, two and a half years ago, he called me, and he said, “I’m going back to the 

Phillipines.” I said, “Benigno, is that safe?” He said, “What can happen? If Marcos 

allows free election I’ll be elected president. If he throws me in prison, I’ll be president of 

Prison Fellowship. If I’m killed it doesn’t matter because I’ll be with Jesus.”  

Well, you know the story: a month later he flew back to the Philippines, and he 

never got off the airplane. He was shot by an assassin’s bullet as he was walking down 
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the ramp of the plane, walking down the steps of the airplane. But as he lay there in a 

pool of blood, dead, the world could look and say, “An assassin’s bullet had stopped 

him.” But you see, an assassin’s bullet could not stop what he stood for, and a 

tremendous spiritual movement began to sweep over the Philippines. Prayer groups were 

organized. Cardinal Sin, the archbishop of Manila, went about the Philippines saying that 

when God had wanted to punish a people in the Old Testament he gave them unjust 

rulers, and the answer, therefore, was for the people to repent, to pray, to be converted, to 

be born again. And the Cardinal, a very evangelical Cardinal, went all across the 

Philippines, preaching that the people must repent and come to know Christ. And prayer 

groups sprung up all across the islands, when Mrs. Aquino ran against Marcos in the 

election was stolen, as it was, in February, a year ago, Cardinal Sin went on radio. He 

told the priests and the nuns to go into their convents and to pray, and pray without 

ceasing until God delivered the Philippines. He then called for the Christians to go into 

the streets and to pray in front of the tanks. And as you know the story, within thirty 

minutes, two million Christians, both Protestant and Catholic, were in the streets, and the 

tanks could not move. And there was a bloodless coup, and Mrs. Aquino’s government 

was installed. You see, an assassin’s bullet can stop a person, but it can’t stop the spirit of 

God.  

Powerful spiritual movement. How did it begin? In a prison cell with an inmate 

reading that book. God has worked always through history from the bottom up. If you 

want to know if a movement is genuine and authentic, look at how it begins, and if it 

begins from the bottom and works its way to the top it’s of God, if it begins from the top 

and works down, it’s usually man’s ways. The Kingdom of God is an upside down 

kingdom, and the thing you must remember, and so important for you students to 

remember. We live in an era in which people believe that the only way you can make 

something happen is to have the government do it, or to have some big agency, or some 

big parent church organization, and that’s false. God works through each of us 

individually, and ordinary people, as he worked through the inmate at the back of that 

prison chapel to begin this ministry.  

I had a wonderful lesson of this, and I’ll conclude with this one. Last year, every 

year at the time of the presidential prayer breakfast in Washington, we have leaders come 

from all over the United States, and we always have, because they’re so important in our 

ministry and many of our big supporters come, we always take a day in which we, after 

the President’s prayer breakfast, we take about a hundred of our volunteers into a local 

prison. Usually we, always where we, have an in-prison seminar going on, and an 

instructor teaching. And this year, last year, we had ninety-five inmates in an in-prison 

seminar in Jessup, Maryland, just outside of Washington. We took a couple of busloads 

of our key supporters from across the United States and put them on the bus and took 

them up to Jessup to be part of this in-prison seminar. And the governor of Maryland 

declared it Prison Fellowship day, television crews followed us. I was there, along with 

Wintley Phipps, who is a great gospel singer, who the day before had sung for the 

President of the United States, and it was a glorious experience.  

We went into that prison and there were a hundred inmates, and about thirty of 

our volunteers in the midst of our seminar. We came in with about a hundred people, 
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three television crews coming in behind us, a governor’s proclamation, a lot of local 

dignitaries and officials. And Wintley Phipps sang, and I want to tell you good people, 

when Wintley Phipps sang inside that prison the walls were just vibrating. Oh, what a 

magnificent voice! Beautiful singer. [10:05] The men loved it. And then we had a man 

with us, a black man who had been imprisoned for seven years; marvelously, wonderfully 

converted in prison, now a minister, now working with our ministry, his name is Herman 

Head. Herman Head can preach like no one I have ever heard inside a prison. He walks 

inside the prison gates and he is suddenly anointed. It is one of the most amazing things I 

have ever seen. And he gets up to speak and the audience and the prisoners are absolutely 

transfixed and they listened to him this day while he preached to them about what it 

meant to give their lives to Christ and to be turned around. And I followed with a 

message which I’ve given in prisons all around the world about the two thieves on the 

cross, one of whom turned to Jesus and said, “God save us,” and the other one who 

understood and said, “No, we’re guilty, we’re getting what we deserve. He’s innocent, 

Jesus remember me.” And led the men in a prayer of invitation and you just knew that it 

was one of those amazing moments when the Holy Spirit came. It was a powerful time. 

We all then packed up, of course, with the television crews following us, the men 

swarming around, and we left.  

Well, our instructor was very apprehensive, he was afraid the next day none of the 

inmates would come back: anticlimactic. But as he wrote in his report later, he was 

excited and thrilled and relieved the next morning when all ninety five inmates who had 

signed up for the program came back, along with the thirty local volunteers. They had a 

great last day and then a closing ceremony. And at the closing ceremony he asked for 

inmate testimonies. In the back of the chapel an inmate stood up, and he said, a black 

Muslim inmate, and he said “I wanna’ tell you what yesterday meant to me. I’m giving 

my life to Christ today because of what I saw yesterday.” And he said, “Not Wintley 

Phipps,” he said, “Wintley Phipps’ singing stirred me beyond words.” He said, “Herman 

Head’s testimony really convicted me,” and he said, “Chuck Colson’s message was one 

of the great messages I’ve ever listened to. But that isn’t what really got me.” He said, 

“What really got me was when all of those people left, and all the television camera 

crews went and we went to dinner. The women volunteers here went into the mess hall 

and ate dinner with us. That’s what affected me.” And that black Muslim joined other 

inmates that day in surrendering his life to Jesus Christ. What moved him? Not the big 

celebrities, not the big show, not the big preachers, the fact that an ordinary person went 

into that dining hall and broke bread with that inmate. Don’t you ever feel powerless! 

Don’t any one of you feel powerless: God works through ordinary people. That’s how his 

work is done. It’s done from people who believe first and trust him completely. And if 

you’ve never really surrendered your life totally to Christ, don’t go out of here tonight 

without doing that. Life is meaningless without it.  

I rose up the ladder of life believing that if I had power and influence and fame, I 

grew up a poor kid in America in the depression years, I thought if I could get a college 

degree, no one in my family had ever done that, I was the grandson of immigrants to the 

United States. I won a scholarship to an Ivy League university and then I went on to 

become the youngest company officer in the Marines, and then in politics, youngest 
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administrative assistant in the United States Senate.  Every step of the ladder going up 

thinking, the next step I’m going to find security, meaning, purpose, my life will be 

fulfilled. My friends, I had it all! And I say this to you students, I had achieved 

everything the world had to offer, and I was empty inside. That security I could never 

find out of the things of this world, that meaning I could never find. I found it only when 

it was all stripped away in a prison cell, the only security a person every knows, and 

that’s a personal relationship with the living God, Jesus Christ. And if you don’t know 

him tonight, you take and say in the closing moments when we pray together, say yes to 

Jesus: “I want to know you.” That’s the power, that’s the security, that’s the meaning. 

That’s what life is all about.  

And then for the rest of you as we pray together, stop and think. Have you been 

taken in by the illusion of our times, that the only way things change is when the 

government decides to do something, or some big organization, some famous person? 

You’ve lost sight of the fact that God works through each of us in our own faithfulness. Is 

God touching you tonight, to be one of those faithful and obedient servant through whom 

he works? Is God touching you tonight to be a part of this movement? And if so, as we 

close together in prayer, I would ask you to search your heart, and to let the Holy Spirit 

search your heart, and be refreshed and be renewed. Know that God works through us in 

our weakness, in our brokenness, seeking only faithfulness from us. Let us pray together. 

[15:05]  

Father God we thank you that you are sovereign over every fact and aspect of our 

lives. And father, if there are any here tonight who do not know you, we come to you as 

little children and we say yes to Jesus. Oh Lord Jesus, forgive us our sins. Thank you for 

dying on the cross for me. Come into my life. Make me the person you want me to be. 

Anyone tonight who does not know Christ, pray that simple prayer with me. Call out and 

ask Christ to come in and change your life. To use you. And then, Father, each of us who 

profess to be Christian, Father, sear our conscience, convict us. Help us not to be taken in 

by the illusions of this world, of power and greatness and grandeur, because we know 

that the only power is from that kingdom which you’ve created and which man cannot 

destroy. And so Father, work through us, tell us how you want us to serve you in your 

kingdom. And we commit ourselves to you this night, Lord. We ask to be used, we ask 

that the Holy Spirit might fill us and that we might be used by you for the glory of your 

kingdom. Help us to reach out to those in need, those suffering. And Gather, for those 

called to be part of this movement, give us power and boldness as we go about your 

business reaching out as you’ve called us to do to the least of these, to the hurting and the 

suffering. We thank you for this great evening and for this time together with these 

friends, and we pray that you’ll strengthen each one of us and give us the courage and 

boldness to serve you. We pray these things in the mighty and powerful name of him, the 

one who went to the cross in our place, yes, Jesus the Christ. Amen. God bless you all.  

 

Speaker 1: We have time to answer a few questions, I believe, and if we have questions 

from the floor that would like to be brought to the platform and we’ll certainly look at 

them, but Chuck, I have one question that I would ask. Is any country, to your 
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knowledge, using restitution rather than incarceration for serious but non-dangerous 

offences?  

 

Colson: I guess you’re collecting questions, aren’t you? Well, that’s a great question. 

Yes, in many countries of the world, I don’t know about Canada, is Canada using 

restitution?  

 

Speaker 1: not yet  

 

Colson: Not yet. In many areas in the United States, and in several countries that we have 

visited abroad, in Britain, in Australia, restitution is being used for non-violent offenders. 

Something which most people don’t realize is that fifty percent of the people in prison in 

the United States, and the same figure is in Canada, fifty percent are there for non-violent 

offences. And so what we’re doing is taking a prison cell, which costs over one hundred 

thousand dollars to build, and keeping an inmate in prison which costs, in Canada, thirty 

thousand? Fifty five thousand dollars a year to keep someone incarcerated in Canada, and 

we’re putting them in a prison where seventy five percent of the people who repeat when 

they get out because they’re so embittered by the experience, and locking that person up. 

I think it’s a great waste. I think instead that that person should be out on the streets 

working to repay his victim and making restitution. And in many places where we’ve 

advocated this, it’s being done. And one of the things we’re doing, in the States at least, 

is demonstrating this by taking inmates out. We’ve had thousands out, convicted of all 

kinds of crimes, working in our community service projects, paying back society by 

doing something redemptive. It’s an idea whose time has come, and one of the interesting 

things I always find is when I speak to political groups and I address legislatures and 

political leaders about this, always afterwards someone will come up to me and they’ll 

say, “That’s a great idea, restitution. Where did that come from?” [20:04] I always say, 

“Why don’t you go home and open up your Bible, you probably have at least a family 

Bible at home, and turn to Exodus 22 and you’ll see that that’s exactly what God told 

Moses at Mt. Sinai as the punishment for a property crime.” And that’s what we should 

be using more and more, and if the Christian public really gets behind it, as they have in 

many states in the United States, you might see that same kind of a thing here in Canada. 

It works. As a matter of fact, the recidivism rate, the repeat offender rate, from restitution 

programs in the United States, in the test programs that have been conducted, is under ten 

percent, whereas the repeat offender rate for someone going to prison is seventy five 

percent. [20:51] 

[End Side B] 


