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[Side A] 
 
Speaker: …this, our first morning worship service, in Fort Langley, Evangelical Free 
Church, meeting, in, this, community hall. God bless you; we trust you feel welcome, and 
that you are aware that we are actually making history this morning, as we begin, a new 
church, in a growing area, with a tremendous challenge, and a tremendous responsibility. 
And we are excited, and thrilled this morning, as we think of what’s involved, in these 
coming, months, and years, as we’re able to touch hearts, and homes, and reach people, 
with the wonderful message, of Christ. We begin this morning, with number 287. If 
anybody needs a hymn book, raise your hand and you’ll get one.  
 
[Musical Interlude] [4:10] 
 
Let us bow in prayer. We thank Thee, our Father, that with the Psalmist we can say, “O 
Lord, our God, thou art my rock.” And we thank Thee that we can look forward with 
confidence and faith because Jesus Christ said, “Upon this rock, will I build my church.” 
And that rock is the confession that in fact he is the Son of God, the Savior of the world, 
the head of the church, the coming Lord, the Lord of the harvest. And this morning we 
pray that in a very real way, the Lord Jesus Christ himself would be exalted and our 
hearts may be drawn to him and we may enter into that sense of his presence [5:00] and 
his blessing and we share here on this first service, and as we look forward together to 
what God will do as we yield ourselves to thee for service. Bless us to that and we pray in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
We have an item which is not in the program, officially marked, but which we feel led as 
a worship committee to seek to arrange for in our morning services somewhere. It may 
not always be right at the early part of our services, sometimes it may be later. But we 
haven’t even decided what we will call it. The thought came to me this morning: a prayer 
and share time. We feel that sometimes there are needs that people have needs that they’d 
like to make known as a prayer request. Sometimes there are special blessings that people 
have received, victories that have been won, or burdens of concern that they would like to 
share with God’s people. And we should bear one another’s burdens and we should also 
rejoice with them that rejoice. So we believe that it’s scriptural and it’s beneficial to 
allow for the spirit of God to move his people in this kind of [inaudible]. This might 
surprise you this morning, but how about it? Do you have anything that you’d like to 
share in these moments? A word of praise or a prayer request? And then we’ll have a 
little time of prayer together. Don’t be afraid. 
 
[inaudible – man speaking in the audience] 
 
Anyone else? Anyone have a prayer concern this morning? A burden for somebody else 
or a burden for a problem that you face? We may have taken you by surprise this 
morning but we want you to know that this will be an opportunity that we want to share 
on Sunday mornings. Yes? 
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[inaudible] 
 
Yes. A prayer request for a person who has a very important decision to make in the next 
few months, pray that she will have guidance to make the right decision. Any others? 
Yes? 
 
[inaudible] 
 
Yes. This one has a concern in the matter having recently made a move, that God will 
work out the details and allow it to go through for you. [10:02] We know how that can be 
a concern. I think that with those two requests we can go to prayer and let two or three 
just participate in prayer please. Let’s bow and look to the Lord. Remember specifically 
these requests. [10:26] 
 
[inaudible] [12:14] 
 
Amen. Shall we take our hymn books now and turn to 167. Think of the wonderful truth 
of these words. Oh, I’m sorry. I’ve got the wrong number. The Church is One 
Foundation. I’m very sorry, very sorry about that. [12:46] 
 
[Musical Interlude] [15:19] 
 
It’s good to be reminded of this wonderful truth this morning as we move into this 
exciting venture of faith to establish a work in which we believe the Lord Jesus Christ 
will be manifested through the elective and individual witness of Christian people who 
will share what Christ means to us. And so we don’t have a lot of announcements this 
morning, but we have a schedule and it begins here, this morning, continues with an 
evening service this evening, and we called it the Evening Evangel Hour. The evangel 
has to do with the good news of the Gospel. It’ll be sung and preached and shared in 
personal testimony from Sunday to Sunday and this is where we have a wonderful 
opportunity to reach others by inviting them to come and share in the blessing. Tonight 
the speaker will be Dennis Jones. I think he’s got an interesting subject that you’ll want 
to hear and I’m sure God will speak to us as he shares what God has given him. We also 
have a special tonight in the ensemble singing group from Trinity Western College 
sharing with music. We trust you’ll be here. Come praying and expecting a blessing. And 
even invite somebody else this afternoon if you can. Now we would also like to mention 
next Sunday Dr. Herald Erickson who is teaching Bible at Trinity Western College, many 
years a pastor, greatly blessed with God, will share with us the ministry of the word and 
then Sunday night, Don Anderson, who lives right here in Fort Langley, who’s been a 
student at Trinity Western College and is now going to university, he will be sharing the 
message of the Word next Sunday night. We’d also like to mention that on the 25th of 
February will be the official opening of the church, inviting pastors from the area and 
others to share in that service of dedication. There’s also prayer meeting and Bible study 
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each week. And this coming week it’s at the Bob Thompson home here in Fort Langley. 
What’s the address? 8989 Hudson Bay. 
 
Now we’d like to invite you to just think about a very important aspect of your life in 
these moments. As we think about the stewardship of life, and the stewardship of time, 
and the stewardship of talent, and the stewardship of the tithe, which is that which we are 
to bring to the Lord. First fruits of all our increase. The dedication of tithes and offerings 
is the theme of these moments of expression. And I’d just like to share with you one 
verse from Malachi. And I’d like to invite you to read the book of Malachi, it’s only four 
chapters. But it has the tremendous message to God’s people even though it’s from ages 
past. And in this, God deals with the very important part of worshipping. My bible says 
the title is divine worship profane. And he charges his people with being careless and 
half-hearted in the ministry of stewardship and worship. And then He comes to the 
challenging word in verse 10, “ ‘Bring me all tithes into the storehouse that there may be 
meat in mine house. And prove me now herewith,’ said the Lord, ‘If I would not open 
you the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing which you cannot contain.’ ” 
Now that’s a tremendous challenge and a promise of blessing which we should seek to 
prove in our lives and in this fellowship with God’s people. In the first epistle of 
Corinthians the apostle Paul writes very specifically to the people as he shares this. He 
says, “ ‘Now concerning the collection for the saints, I have given order to the church 
that’s in Galatia. Even so do ye, [20:00] upon the first day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as God had prospered. Let there be no gathering when I come.’ ” 
God’s admonition to us is to give as He has prospered. We’re not receiving the offering 
in the usual way this morning, but we remind you that there is a box on the table as you 
share from time to time, ask the Lord what He wants you to do, and share also in this: the 
blessing of mutual fellowship in the ministry of stewardship. It might encourage your 
hearts to know that this morning we also have the joy of saying one person among us has 
said they would like to give three hundred dollars to the mission fund. Now that’s a good 
start, it’s a reminder that hearts are already being moved to have a part with us in this 
way. And as he moves your heart we trust you and I will move with him in this vital area 
of this work. 
I’m going to ask Earl Jentzen (??) to lead us in a brief word of prayer, asking God to 
bless these things. [21:15] 
 
[prayer, responsive reading, and hymn sing] 
 
[26:45] It’s a joy this morning to welcome and to introduce Dr. Bob Thomson, as the 
speaker of this first service.  It was in 1943 that we first met, when he was on his way to 
Ethiopia.  He had been released from the air force to go to Ethiopia, and he spent quite a 
number of years out there in missionary work, and in education for the country as well, 
and he came through Winnipeg where we were pastoring in the Mission Covenant 
Church, he spent a Sunday with us, and we had fellowship in our home. And the years 
went by, we met again in Lacombe, when we came there to pastor in 1952.  And then 
again in ’59 as he came back from the field again.  He stopped by in Fargo.  Our paths 
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have crossed through the years. We’ve shared the heartbeat of God’s work together in 
many ways and several places. And now it’s wonderful that God has also led them to the 
West Coast, to share in the ministry of Trinity Western College, as well as the ministry of 
this new work that God is beginning.  God has also given him a ministry of witness and 
service in the federal scene of government, as well as on the provincial level, and we 
thank God for him and his family as they share with us in this exciting venture, together 
to see God’s work.  God bless you as you share the message.  
 
[pause: cuts in at 28:44] 
 
Unidentified man: Some of these kids are just a real valuable asset in the local church.  
Now this they’re doing while they’re full time students. And then of course we trust and 
pray that as they go home and as they move out from Trinity to other places they’re going 
to do this same thing.  I’ve also had the privilege of being in a secular university 
following Trinity, and so I’ve compared.  I looked at some of the students in the secular 
universities and I said, “Now, what can we do with those kids.”  And I’ll tell you what we 
can do with those kids. We can give them the gospel that’s about the only thing, because 
they don’t know it.  And when these students move out from Trinity into other secular 
universities in Canada, the United States, or wherever else they happen go, they are 
prepared, academically, and they are prepared spiritually, to have a tremendous ministry 
in our secular universities.  As far as the academic standards are concerned, I found that 
after I went to Trinity I could stop working. Because when I went to the University of 
Alberta, I just didn’t have to bother studying: I did that back at Trinity, and I was just 
more or less coasting. Really I found that the standards are considerably higher at Trinity 
Western College, than they are at the University of Alberta and Lethbridge.  And so 
there’s no problem from that point of view.  I guess I’m just rambling but really what I’m 
trying to say is that the impression that Trinity has made in my life, both as far as my own 
personal benefit and also as far as me seeing what its done in the lives of other students, I 
am just really sold on Trinity.  I think that God is doing a tremendous work and that as 
we continue to uphold the school, God is going to continue to work. It’s been real good to 
be here.   
 
Second unidentified man: Pastor Heindricks, I’m glad you came.  I was so surprised to 
see him this evening and just very delighted and we appreciate that word very much.  
 
Third unidentified man: Thank you very much.  I think we ought to just stand to our feet 
and sing a chorus right now. Can we do that? [30:53] 
 
[Hymn singing] [32:04] 
 

[End Side A] 
 

[Side B] 
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Calvin Hanson: It really didn’t taste very good.  We had some dried octopus, and it 
seemed the more you chewed it, the more you had, you know.  And then the lights went 
out, my wife immediately seized the opportunity, opened her pocketbook, and proceeded 
to empty the contents of her plate into her pocketbook, and was congratulating herself on 
her success when the lights came on and there was a plate heaped up before her, as Miss 
Steward seated alongside had simply moved her plate over.  I really haven’t noticed any 
of you wanting to do that this evening. I’m wondering if I need to turn this microphone 
down even more yet.  There’s so much street preaching in my background I had my own 
loud speaking system built in.  
 
As far as I’m concerned personally, Trinity Western College had its inception at a 
missionary prayer meeting in the city of Kilto in Japan. I recall very vividly as one of my 
colleagues pointed out the little notice in the evangelical beacon was the first bit of 
information that came to me, concerning the plans to start a college on the West Coast.  I 
remember remarking facetiously to the missionaries there that I would certainly love to 
be professor of fish and game at that institution. I’d read so much you know about BC 
salmon and moose and caribou and grizzly and all of these things.  Little did I dream that 
a couple years later, I would be challenged to become the president of this nonexistent 
institution. I wondered why the Free Church wouldn’t look to someone with experience, 
to someone who ought to know how. I seemed to discover that just maybe they knew 
what they were doing, that just maybe only a missionary could’ve been crazy enough to 
try, you know. We had some plans in the Free Church to raise some money, and we 
hadn’t raised any money, so that’s nothing new. We came in April of 1962 to our point of 
no return. And I’ll tell you, that’s a day that those of us involved will never forget. Either 
we were going to be sensible and admit it couldn’t be done, or we were going to exercise, 
beg, and trust God will do it anyways. I was living in Minneapolis at the time, and I recall 
very vividly going into our headquarters building and Dr. Arnold Olson’s office the day 
before I was going to make the trip, to share this point of no return with the committee. I 
said to Dr. Olson something like this: I said, “You know, I just really hate to see it this 
way, but it seems to me that this thing is impossible. How do you start a college in the 
sixties without a nickel in your pocket, without a pipeline of financial resources, without 
a library, without any science equipment? I’m afraid it just can’t be done.” You know, I 
was more than mildly hopeful that as president of a denomination, he’d have some 
solution to bring out of the drawer at that junction, but he just nodded and agreed. So I 
made the trip to Langley the next day to share my faith and optimism with the brethren, 
and I ran headlong into brute Canadian faith [cuts off] [3:16].  
 
[new segment] 
 
Speaker: Thank you very much, Mr. Nelson. It’s an honor that the Hopit (??) Committee 
have bestowed upon me in asking me to be the first speaker at the first public meeting of 
the Faith Evangelical Free Church here in Fort Langley. We believe very strongly in the 
community church. And you know, this is the first time that we have really been able to 
be part of a church that is in the community in which we live, since we left Africa. We 
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were that in Africa. Not that we haven’t gone to church since we left Africa, but we’ve all 
had to travel away from our communities to be in the church that we worshipped in. And 
I think there is a real place in the community for the church. And I believe that God is 
leading, and I look forward to a tremendous start, when you consider how many are here 
this morning, to that day when we have a new church building, and when the 
congregation grows, as I’m sure it will as this area develops when a few more people 
come into it.  
 
You know we stand on historic ground. As you all know, but I think we need to remind 
ourselves of this. Fort Langley was the first settlement here on the West Coast for many 
miles north and many miles south. [5:00] But not only was it the first settlement but it 
was also the first capital of the colony of British Columbia. And for a little time it was the 
capital of the province of British Columbia. And so, as we walk the streets, and look at 
the river, and see the Fort, but then come back to right here, this ground. We’re walking 
on ground that is historical ground for our country, historical ground for our community. 
But it is also important from a historical standpoint that we represent the historical faith. 
The faith of our fathers. I was looking at the date of the birth of the men who wrote the 
hymns we have sung this morning. And one of them goes back nearly two hundred years. 
And then as I look through the hymnal to find one of the earlier hymns, one of the hymns 
that is recorded here under the name of John Wesley in our hymnbook was actually a 
translation from a hymn that was written more than four hundred years ago in Germany. 
And so, this is really the historic faith that we represent, and it’s a privilege, I think for all 
of us, to be part of it.  
 
As the church services go on, there is going to be an opportunity for all of those of us 
who are here now and who will be with us in the weeks to come – I think there are many 
people round about in the neighborhood when they hear about this, this is the first time 
with very little publicity, who will be joining with us. But there will be a chance for those 
who will come and those who are here to become charter members of the church. And 
then when that charter membership has been closed after a period of time, then proper 
elections will be held for the offices of the church.  In the mean time, we are grateful for 
those, and I am grateful for those, who have taken the lead in organizing the church as far 
as it has gone. The constitution, you may think that the constitution don’t really belong to 
the church, the church organization, but the Bible says very clearly that everything should 
be done decently and in order, and so a constitution has been a drafted and submitted to 
the district, for, for approval. We and the preachers feel very strongly that the church is a 
gathering together of God’s people and fellowship one with another.  And if the local 
church is autonomous, then the business of the local church carries on. By those who are 
members of us. And so, to many people, not only those who happen to belong to this 
particular denomination but to many others who share that faith and who live in this 
community, I’m sure there is a real welcome available.  And in the future it will be that.  
And so again, I say it’s a privilege for us to be here in this public church.  I just went 
upstairs to take a peek at the auditorium up above and it’s a big auditorium, so we got lots 
of room to grow even before we get our own church building.  And on February the 25th 
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when the official opening is held in the afternoon so that other ministers and other people 
from other churches from roundabout may join with us we’ll just fill that auditorium.  
And I think we are thankful for the facilities that are available to us here in this public 
building.   
 
I wish to speak briefly this morning about church. You know, as God has directed, 
through Holy Spirit, His people and many parts of the world, ever since the days of Paul, 
ever since the days of Apostles, God has been busily building His church.  And it is a 
miracle how that church has been built, not in terms of building, not in terms of mortar 
and stone, although we could go back to many of the old cathedrals even though our 
history isn’t that long in this country, and see its physical evidence of God’s church. But 
I’m speaking of that church which is the body of believers who share and who accept the 
faith that we have historically speaking in Christianity. Around the world, we have had 
the opportunity in our work [10:00] in education to help build churches in many places. 
In Africa. We have shared in the building of churches in other parts of the world, and so 
we share here again now in this community, as we go on not in building buildings, 
although you and I and some others are going to have some share in building buildings 
here because we’re in the building business and I’m supposed to be chairman of the 
building committee. So we’re going to be involved in physical building too. But I’m 
speaking now of spiritual building. And it is for that purpose that I though it would be 
very good this morning if we spend our time thinking a little bit about the church and 
what it is and what it ought to do.  
 
We tend, I think, to think of the church, to think of the church as a building. I don’t know 
the history of the little churches here, the several that are in the community. But I gather 
from their design and from their size that some of them are very old. It would be 
interesting sometime to write up that story, but I am sure that those people whom we 
even do not know the names of this morning, many of whom shared that faith which we 
share this morning together, were involved in building that church, or those churches. 
And then we go in our memories to the massive and the huge churches that exist today in 
the world that we have seen as buildings. It has been a tremendous experience and 
blessing for me to see that many of the churches of Europe, many of the churches of 
Europe that stand as cathedrals today that have been there for many many many years. 
We have a few older churches even in Canada. But it’s been even a greater thrill for me 
over in East Africa and Ethiopia to see the churches that have been carved out of stone. 
Not pieces of stone but out of one big block of stone. And they chipped away the stone to 
make the church in the stone, the living churches of Lalibela. And you see a mountain of 
stone that’s been carved out to make a church and then carved on the outside to look like 
a church. That was done probably in the fifth century. Very very far back.  
 
But really whether it is those old old churches or a grass roofed, mud plastered hut 
someplace else in the world, or one of these old smaller churches here in this village, this 
town, the church of Jesus Christ is really not buildings. It’s really not buildings. We build 
edifices in which the true church can worship. But the church of Jesus Christ is not 
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something built of stone or of bricks and mortar. If it is not buildings then is it an 
organization? One of the great dangers that faces man and when they come together, men 
and women, when they come together to organize themselves for whatever reason, and 
this is true in government too. That they realize they need organization and so they build 
organization but that organization comes to take the place of what really they intended to 
do. Now the interim committee that have gathered together that have been responsible for 
bringing us together this morning, God-given men and women who have been praying 
and talking about a new church here in Fort Langley have spent a lot of time, and they 
have drafted a constitution, rules and regulations by which this church might function, 
they’ve prayed about this and they’ve dug into the Scripture, they’ve tried to do it as the 
Scripture lays the pattern. And so already before we gather here this morning, there is an 
organization. It’s an interim organization because we believe in Christianity that 
organizations should be democratic. And so when the charter membership list has been 
finished, or closed, it will be those people who get together and with what has been done, 
continue democratic organization in this church.  
 
But the church isn’t the organization either. The church requires organization. God says 
very clearly that everything should be done in order. One of the interesting things that we 
have had together in studying the various officers in this organization is to try to discover 
the names in the Bible that is used for those who are officers. [15:01] Now we’re not 
going to have bishops in this church, I don’t think, but it’s very clear what it says about 
elders, and about deacons, and we went back and found that that very early church 
organization that come into being with such tremendous strength and growth just after 
Jesus had ascended and gone to heaven, that they found that there were so many needs 
amongst their midst that they had to organize themselves. And so they appointed 
deacons. I don’t know just the profession of the deacons. I have a hunch that Phillip was 
a businessman. Maybe Steven was a teacher, because he really expounded the Christian 
faith that brought the antagonism, you know, of the Pharisees and the Sadducees upon 
him. But I’m sure that those seven men, whether they were businessmen or teachers or 
scholars or whatever their vocation was, were laymen, whose job it was to manage the 
organization, to look after those who were hungry, to gather the money for the operation 
of the organization, to take care of the widows and those who were in need, to arrange the 
services and the business of the church. But while organization is necessary, organization 
is not really the church. And I’m sure in the years ahead, those with us or those who 
follow us who are responsible for the organization of the church, must be careful that 
organization doesn’t take place of the real church. Just like buildings should not take 
place of the real church.  
 
Then to me, the church is something else; something else than organization, something 
else than buildings. And it is that which we want to talk abut this morning. It, to me, as I 
read Scripture and understand it, and I think you will agree with me, is really the body, or 
group of believers, who believe in the Christian faith, who are joined with Christ, the 
head of the church, to do God’s will in their responsibilities about them, and to 
fellowship together and worship of God. It then is a living church, a living church of 
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people. A people who come together to study God’s word, to worship God, to do God’s 
work and to help God’s people. And so this is where we come this morning. But we need 
to come to Scripture because if you only are to listen to what I have to say or what I think 
is the basis of what we’re talking about, then you might go wrong. And we come back to 
that Scripture in Matthew that we read in our responsive reading, which I think is a very 
key aspect of our understanding of what the church actually is. It is Matthew 16. And it is 
a portion of Scripture that has been interpreted in different ways. That’s why the Catholic 
Church organization looked to Peter as their first pope. Because they interpret this portion 
a little differently than we believe it was intended to be.  
 
But let’s just look at it and let’s go back to verse 13 in Matthew 16, where it says this, 
“When Jesus came to the coast of Caesarea,” Caesarea was a district, a government 
district, a county or a municipality in what was the land of Israel at that time, occupied by 
a foreign power, governed by a foreign government in Rome, but which was a political 
district, Philippi. And he said to his disciples who were with him, “Whom do men say 
that I, the Son of Man, am?” And they said, “Some say that you are John the Baptist. 
Some say that you are the prophet Elias. And others say you are the prophet Jeremiah. Or 
some other one of the prophets.” This is what the talk was amongst the people. But then 
Jesus said to that little group of disciples that he had gathered about him, those that he 
was training to be his assistants and his teachers, he said, “Who do you say I am?” And 
Peter was always the one, he was the older one probably, but he was always talkative and 
always had lots to say. Bang, he spoke first. He spoke first. Peter said, “You are Christ. 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus said back to Peter, “Blessed are 
you, Simon,” [20:00] – Simon bar-Jonah, that was his father’s name, Simon bar-Jonah – 
“For flesh and blood,” that means human understanding, “Has not told you, but it must 
have been my Father in heaven that gave you this answer, because you gave the right 
answer,” because you gave the right answer. He said, you didn’t learn this in school or 
you didn’t learn this in your experience. It must have been God himself who gave you 
this because you gave the correct answer. And so He said also to Peter, “Your name is 
Peter. You are Peter.” ‘Thou’ was the polite way of speaking in the old English that we 
use. We tend not to use it today, but in Ethiopian language which we came to speak very 
well, they have three forms of personal pronouns. They have the very polite that refers to 
God, they have the polite that refers to someone who might be over you like mother or 
father or government official or something, and then they have “you” that’s just ordinary, 
between us. But in old English we said “Thou” because it was the polite way to speak.  
And Jesus said, “Blessed are thou.” It means ‘you.’ “Blessed are you, Simon bar-Jonah. 
You are Peter. But upon this rock, I will build my church. And the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.” What rock? The answer that Peter gave. And the truth that was in that 
answer. What was the answer? “Thou Lord Christ, the Son of the Living God.” And that 
was the basis, that is the basis of our belief in Jesus Christ. 
 
I remember that one portion of Scripture that we had heard preached about many times, 
and talked about, really didn’t come out into full meaning to us, to me, until I got over to 
the country where it took place. And that was story of the Ethiopian eunuch. The 
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Ethiopian minister of finance that’s given to us in Acts 8. And it is interesting that as he 
was travelling, he believed in the Jewish faith you see, because he’d gone all the way 
from down in Ethiopia about eighteen, nineteen hundred miles, across the Red Sea by 
boat and then by wagon, all the way up to Jerusalem. The wagon’s the only way to travel 
and that’s what they called a chariot, to worship. He’d gone to worship because he 
actually believed in the Jewish faith. Sometime I’ll talk to you about how Ethiopia 
became Judistic in its belief. But coming back, having gone to worship without knowing 
the truth of God and Jesus Christ, met Phillip on the road. And as his wagon trundled 
down the trail, Phillip saw this guy standing, sitting in this chariot, he was a rich man, he 
had a driver for his horses. He was reading, not from a book like this, but from a book 
that rolled up. And as it went down the road, Phillip walked along and looked over and 
said to the Ethiopian, “Do you know what you’re reading?” And the Ethiopian said, 
“How can I know unless somebody teaches me?” And so he stopped his horses and he 
climbed up and taught him. But as he taught him the gospel that came out of the prophet 
Isaiah’s utterance back in the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, the Ethiopian, moved by the spirit of 
God, said to Phillip, “Alright, that’s fine. How can I become a Christian? If I have to be 
baptized to be a Christian, here’s some water.” They were passing by an oasis. He said 
“Let’s go down and get baptized.” And what did Phillip say? He says, “If you believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, then you can be. But you see he came back to that rock; 
he came back to that rock: that rock which says that Christ, the son of the living God, the 
Savior of all who will come and accept Him, is the foundation of the church. And so we 
say, and we mean it, that Jesus Christ is the head of the church. We’re not talking about 
the building. We might talk about the organization if Christ is really God and Lord of the 
people who make it up, but we’re talking about that group of believers who share that 
historical faith. And this is the historical faith. When we talk about that, that’s what we 
really mean it to be. And so we come to that.  
 
Now we can take time, if we had time, to study this in many other ways, but there is 
Scripture all through that supports this. And let me just remind you of a few of those 
Scriptures. The first one is the key of the whole gospel message. Where is the hard core, 
the key hole to the whole gospel message? Let one of the younger persons tell me. What 
is the key verse in all the gospels? In all the Word of God as far as God’s plan for us? 
[25:00] For you, for me? What is that key verse? We all know it. What is that key verse? 
What is it? John 3:16. What does it say? “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son.” That right? “That whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” And that’s the key. That’s the historical faith. That’s the whole 
plan of God in his salvation for you and I. He didn’t reveal it all at once. We can go back 
and trace how God developed His whole relationship and provision for man’s salvation. 
Right back to the time of Adam of Eve, right through the flood and the experience of 
Noah, right on through Moses and the Ten Commandments, and none of these provisions 
were adequate until the fullness of his time, he gave us Jesus Christ. Why? Because he 
loved us. He loved the world. This is the key of the church. This is what brings us in. And 
all who can say that they believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God, whom God gave for us, 

Transcription by Ashley; Angela; Rachel; Tiffany; Danielle, Kristin 
Feb. 2010 



Aud. 59 
Side A Fort Langley Evangelical Free Church – “First Morning Worship of Service” 
Side B Dr. Calvin Hanson – “10th Anniversary Address and Program of Trinity Western 
College Appreciation” / Fort Langley Evangelical Free Church – “The First Speaker” 
 
automatically not only have provision for their salvation as God had planned it, but they 
move into that tremendous body of the church of Jesus Christ. That’s the church.  
 
We could go on and speak about that but we don’t have time. But we said we’d find 
something else. But if you read through your gospels you’ll find in many places, and I 
won’t pick out one particular reference this morning, that God through Jesus Christ, was 
in the world, reconciling His own world with Himself. You see, God was in the world 
reconciling Himself to the world. And this was, this is part of God’s plan and this is part 
of the role of the church. And this is why I think he said to his disciples, “Ye are the light 
of the world.” Now what is light? If it was dark outside, if the curtains were pulled, and 
we switched the switch, we would be in darkness because there’s no light. When we flip 
the switch and the light comes on, the light pushes away darkness and we can see. And 
the world is dark. And this is the suffering, the sin, the wars and the trouble that goes on 
in the world which has no hope in itself. But, we who have become part of that church as 
Jesus said to his disciples are the light of the world. And so this church, and we who 
make up the church, whoever we are, not just we who are here this morning, but those 
who would join with us, we become the light of the world; we become the light of the 
community in which we live. And so I would say to you, that as I study through Scripture 
I am convinced that the church exists in the world for the same purpose for which God 
sent His son. The church exists in the world for the same purpose for which God sent His 
son, that the world might be saved. That the world might be saved. Because God is not 
willing that any should perish. God is not willing that any should perish. This is what the 
church really is. Now if we are that, and let us hope and pray that we who will make up 
this body of believers and what will be a new church building, and what is a new church 
organization meeting in a public hall like we meet here this morning, because the location 
doesn’t really matter, that we become what God intends that we should become. That we 
should fulfill in our day and our community, in our world, exactly what God intended 
should be accomplished when He sent His son, and that He loved us so much He gave 
His own son. Reconciling the world, bringing the story of Jesus, standing firm on this 
faith.  
 
Now if this works out, three things come about. This is what I would think this church 
should really come about. And when someone says that three hundred dollars have been 
given into the missionary fund, it involves what I’m talking about now because I believe 
that if we, as a group of believer, are the church that God expects and wants us to be, that 
we will also believe in the immanency of God’s return. You know, Jesus is coming back. 
You believe that Jesus is coming back? Even back there in the days of Paul, they lived for 
the day that Jesus would come back. And that He would come as King and rule as King. 
But as a group of people believing in the immanence of God’s, of the Lord’s visible 
return, we give every effort to preaching the gospel everywhere. [30:25] This is our 
responsibility. We don’t know when he would come back. We don’t know when Jesus 
return.   
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I was in the Sunday school in Waterloo, Ontario last Sunday.  And that Sunday school 
had some terrific choruses.  I’ve never heard them before and they’re copying their 
choruses with the music and going to send them to us. I’ve just never heard of them 
before.  But one was a chorus about what happens when Jesus comes back and what 
happens to the airplane that suddenly has no pilot! Because Jesus has taken them away. 
What happens to the car? Where suddenly there’s nobody in it! What happens to the 
home, or the mother who’s making her bread or preparing her food? What happens to the 
farmer who’s out in the field plowing with his tractor? You see, because God’s going to 
call us home, Jesus is coming back. He is coming back.  Tremble when you think of that.  
Now, we don’t know when it is, we believe it’s coming soon because as we see what’s 
happening and studying the Bible, so many things focus in the fact that the Bible’s being 
fulfilled in our time, and nevertheless, our job, and the job of this church, is to preach the 
gospel to all men everywhere as best as we can and as God directs us.  That’s the first 
requirement. Not just in the church, not just in the Sunday school.  But that should reach 
out, it should reach out to the world, secondly I believe that the church of Jesus Christ of 
which we talk, and of which we are a part is just… [32:05] 
 
 

[End Side B] 
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