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[Side A] 
 
Interview with Mr. John Kelsall 
 
Speaker: One of the privileges we have at Trinity Western University is to have an 
outstanding Christian leader in residence come to visit us. Someone who exemplifies the 
qualities that we want to see in Christian leadership in our country. Such an individual is 
John Kelsall. He’s a graduate of the University of Manitoba. While he was there he 
played on the championship volleyball team that won the national championship. But 
after graduation he joined Canadian Pacific railways and was involved in initially their 
research area, and then rose to be their Vice President for operations and maintenance. 
That was until 1988. At that point he left CP and subsequently went over to Canadian 
National railways. There he is once again the senior Vice President in charge of 
operations. One of the largest corporations and operations in this country in terms of its 
traffic, in terms of its number of employees. The challenges are immense. He’s been 
responsible for putting a second tunnel though the Rocky Mountains; he now has the 
responsibility of putting another tunnel under the Sinclair River. These are mammoth 
tasks and it takes a great deal of dedication and commitment and diligence. But above all 
is his Christian testimony and lifestyle that has made him what he is. And it’s in that 
regard that we at Trinity are so pleased to honour him as our 1991 Christian Leader in 
Residence. For his service to the country, for his service to the community in which he 
resides, in Montreal, where he’s well known for his Christian leadership and for 
mentoring others, and for his church involvement which he has maintained throughout a 
very busy career. Would you welcome our guest speaker as I present to him the Christian 
Leader in Residence award: Mr. John Kelsall. 
 
[Applause] 
 
John Kelsall: Well, I can tell you we’re delighted to be with you this morning. You 
probably heard we have three kids that all graduated: two from McGill, one from 
University of Toronto. Our oldest son is on the SWAT team of the OPP. And our middle 
daughter, she’s a medical doctor, and our youngest guy is six foot five, you talk about 
playing volleyball, he can play it. You want to get hit in the head and almost knocked out 
with a good spike, you ought to play with Rob. And he’s a bond trader. And they’re all 
married, and that beautiful girl down there, my wife, is a granny. How about that? Just 
had our first grandchild. I was asked to talk about what difference does being a Christian 
make in my every day working life. Kids very briefly I can tell you, it was a few years 
ago that I turned my life over to Christ, and up to that time I had no confidence to pray, 
no confidence to pray for Lottie, to pray for our children, to pray about anything. But I 
found out after I turned my life over to Christ, and asked him to be Lord of my life, to 
really take charge. Because when you’re in a position of authority you know what taking 
charge is all about. There’s a bottom line, and the buck stops with you. And I turned my 
life over to Christ and I said Lord, you’re in charge, you run my life. And I found out a 
Scripture that just meant so much to me, where it says, “Dear friends, if our hearts do not 
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condemn us, then we have confidence before God.” And so I found myself beginning to 
pray and beginning to talk to God about situations that I had never talked to Him about 
before. Another Scripture that really leaped to my mind was, “Seek first God’s kingdom.” 
I’m a man of priorities, I can’t waste a lot of time, I’ve got to go throughout the day 
constantly deciding what had to be done. As you kids have to. You make decisions. But 
God is telling me and he’s telling you that we are to seek first, first, number one, first, His 
kingdom. And I remember asking God, after I read that Scripture, what does His 
kingdom really mean? And two days later He answered my prayer. I was reading in 
Romans 14 where it says that “the kingdom of God is the love-joined peace of the Holy 
Spirit.” So I made that my first priority in my life. And I’ll tell you, it then goes on to say 
that “if we seek first His kingdom, all these things will be added to you.” That’s a job, 
that’s clothes, that’s a house, and so forth. [5:02] Added. Not sought after. I’d spent a 
good chunk of my life pushing, seeking, for more money, for position, for power and 
authority. And I found out I didn’t have to do that. God would take care if I sought Him 
first. 
 
Well, in terms of the railway work, we operate with budgets: operating budgets in excess 
of 2 billion dollars a year. We have 23,000 employees; right as I stand here this morning 
we have about 450 freight trains running across Canada. We have assets in the billions of 
dollars, and I can tell ya it’s a big burden. You’ve seen some of those big accidents we’ve 
had. Well, pray for me when you hear that, because the bottom line stops at me when 
those things happen. I have found out in my railway work that there are several things. 
I’ll just quickly run over them. Christ has changed my life. You know what, don’t praise 
yourself. Give credit to other people. How often do you catch yourself saying how 
wonderful you are, how great you’ve done, how super I am, may everybody notice me. 
And you know what, God would have you praise others: don’t praise yourself. And in 
work that’s really important. Buck Crum, who was chairman of Canadian Pacific used to 
say, “It’s amazing what can be accomplished when you don’t care who gets the credit.” 
And as a Christian, give the credit to others. Another one I found out is know the facts 
about what’s going on. If somebody asks you a question and you don’t know the answer, 
say you don’t know, and then go and find out. Don’t guess; don’t try to give a snow job. 
In business you’ll be killed. You either know you don’t know and the boss would rather 
have you say, “I don’t know,” than to, as we say in the railroad industry, BS him. How’s 
that? Also, kids, we’re to walk humbly, we’re to serve others. As you rise up through the 
ranks it’ll go to your head, because you can get a lot of people to serve you and to do 
things for you. Always walk humbly. And serve others. Christ did that. Christ came to 
serve others. Be an encourager. I can tell you in any industry whether it’s General 
Motors, Chrysler, Ford, DuPont or CN, there’s enough people moaning and groaning all 
over the property without have you as a Christian moaning and groaning all over the 
property. Be an encourager. Encourage people. Be with people. I talked to some of the 
kids yesterday. I spend a lot of time out on the track, in the diesel shops, being with 
people, machinists, electricians, track workers, to encourage them. Also be willing to do 
humble work well. I started out in the railway cleaning toilets as a car cleaner when I was 
going to university. I probably have cleaned more toilets than this entire audience put 
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together. And I can tell you, I’m an expert at it. Also, kids, I found out that I need to pray 
about things. I pray about various things that go on in my job. Two days ago I met with 
over 50 general chairmen of our various unions that could have been very 
confrontational. And I prayed about hose people before I came, and do you know what? 
There was not a single confrontation. God overruled and there was a tremendous 
relationship between us. Super. And I pray about my job.  
 
Tell you a little story. I was superintendant in the North Shore Lake Superior. 3 a.m. in 
the morning I got a phone call: “Mr. Kelsall, there’s a train down near Marathon Ontario. 
It just stopped in time. It just about went into Lake Superior. There was a washout and 
right on the edge of the track, right down on Lake Superior there’s a 95 foot hole that just 
collapsed and ran out into the lake. And our engineman saw it and stopped the train so the 
whole thing didn’t go down in. So I went down there, and we got the bulldozers and 
backhoes and work trains and everybody down there. And for goodness sakes, I got there 
about 5 a.m. in the morning. I looked down and here was a brand new bulldozer that we 
had had working at the site.  We had just had it for one week, it cost 250,000 dollars and 
there it was right at the bottom. And I’m standing right on the edge of the ties looking 
straight down 95 feet. And there’s this new bulldozer. So I said, “No problem, get 
another one, send ‘er down.” So we got a big D9, it just knocked the trees right down and 
down it went. And for goodness sakes, he got stuck in the mud. So now I had two 
bulldozers down there, about a half a million dollars worth of bulldozers down at the 
bottom. Meanwhile the vice-president is on the radio saying, “Kelsall, what are you doing 
to get the line open? Let’s get the railroad.” By this time I had 33 freight trains backed 
up, and these two lousy bulldozers down at the bottom. Well I’ll tell ya, you talk about 
prayer. I had about 150 men, all waiting to go to work, waiting for the signal from me as 
to what to do, and I went for a walk down the track. [10:01] The men, some of them 
know this day what happened, but I walked down the track, and I was mad. I said, “God, 
this is ridiculous. Look at these two lousy bulldozers, the vice president is on my back. 
I’m trying to get this crazy track open. What am I going do? Now God I’m trying, this is 
crazy. Lord, I’m you’re servant, I love you, what am I gonna do with these lousy 
bulldozers?” You know what, the thought came into my mind: bury them. I said, “Okay, 
you want me to bury a half a million dollars of bulldozers?” “Yeah.” So I got the trains 
going and then we came with big rocks and you know what? As the rocks went down, the 
mud and everything began to move like toothpaste. And my bulldozers, rather than being 
buried, gradually moved out and the rocks replaced the mud and my bulldozers went out 
further and further and further away. And we put in 850 carloads of rock, restored the 
track, and my bulldozers were about 150 feet out from the edge. I sent down a big Cat 
235, dug them out, pulled them up, and except for 1,000 dollars worth of damage to one 
crown gear, my bulldozers were okay. God answers prayer, even about lousy bulldozers 
in the North Shore Lake Superior. Kids I have found God to be alive, I have found Jesus 
Christ to be real. I love Him. Lottie loves Him. Our kids love Him. All I can say to you is 
that when you enter the work life, be sure to take Jesus with you. He loves you, and you 
know what? God is a CN railroader. Praise His name. 
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Speaker: On behalf of Dr. Snider who couldn’t be here today, I’d like to thank the 
Kelsalls for being here. And what an opportunity for us to see Christian leaders who are 
out in the workplace, where we are to be in a few years. So let’s give even a better round 
of applause. [12:04] 
 
Music Performance and Prayer follows. [21:05] 
 

[End Side A] 
 

[Side B] 
 
President’s Chapel: Dr. Snider 
 
Speaker: This morning we’re going do something a little different for President’s chapel; 
this is kind of on the spur of the moment in some ways. John Hollingsworth is the one to 
start this. And what we’re going do is he and I are going interview Dr. Snider, because 
many times we have President’s chapel and Dr. Snider has to come up here and give a 
speech or something. We decided it would be nice for a change for us to be able to just 
get to know him on a one-on-one basis on what’s going on in his life, and it helps us get 
to know kind of who’s in charge of our school and what a godly man we have here. So I 
think I’ll just start by asking a question that’s come up to us by students about the 
association of universities and colleges in Canada, and how right now they’re not 
allowing bible colleges into the AUCC. They’re kind of having a moratorium on that, and 
there have been problems of discrimination and stuff like that, and people are kind of 
wondering like what effect will that have on us here at Trinity, and our status in the 
AUCC. So I’d like Dr. Snider to answer, kind of explain what that is and what the 
problem is and stuff. 
 
Dr. Snider: The association of the universities and colleges of Canada has never accepted 
Bible colleges, or for that matter, their intention is not to accept professional schools of 
any kind, but rather institutions with a liberal arts/sciences basis is the general pattern. 
Although it may have started years ago a little bit differently and there are one or two 
exceptions in the past – in fact I think there’s a marine biology institution which isn’t 
really a university, but it’s more uni-centred in one particular area. A few bible colleges 
have in past years wanted to become members of the AUCC and that’s understandable 
because there’s a lot that goes with being members of this association. Certainly as far as 
being accepted and having university credits and so forth. And bible colleges have, some 
of them, felt that they should have a right to be there because they do have, as some of 
you may know, bible colleges have three parts to their curriculum. There’s the Biblical 
studies, and they usually have professional studies dealing church or ministry, and then 
they all have general education, in which they may offer subjects such as introductory 
psychology, English, history, and certainly the biblical languages. And those from some 
bible colleges have received some credit transfer to pubic institutions. Now a couple of 
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these institutions have applied to AUCC. AUCC has not been open to accepting them 
because they are not in fact universities. And one of them applied this fall and that sort of 
became the challenge and the board of directors of AUCC decided to call a moratorium 
on any further memberships. In other words we could be bombarded with bible colleges 
coming to get in. And with that they closed the door at that time. There was another 
incident that followed which some of you heard about at King’s college in Edmonton, is a 
liberal arts institution with a Christian distinctive. And they were a fairly young college 
and they received provisional status three years ago, perhaps two or three years ago. And 
I was on the AUCC examining committee at that time, and more recently last year, they 
had the next visit which should have this time brought them to full membership in 
AUCC. They had met the requirements with regards to numbers of students and so forth 
where they had been deficient to begin with. What happened, because bible colleges are, 
the moratorium was called for membership. When this came up before the membership 
somebody stood up and said, “I can’t imagine any institution discriminating on the basis 
of sexual orientation.” This stemmed from King’s college last year releasing someone 
who was employed with them who was declared a practicing homosexual. That was not 
in accord with their Christian commitment as it would not be with ours and consequently 
that had become a question in the evaluation. Actually the examining committee felt that 
they had dealt with it fairly and had due process and the community was in agreement 
with their standards so it should have been alright. But it became an issue at the AUCC 
meeting and somebody then moved to table it which means that they were left hanging, 
and that was most unfortunate. So they left it tabled until such a time as the new criteria 
came in. I’m trying to quickly summarize this.  
 
The issues are this: Kings College is left hanging but because AUCC actually interrupted 
the process, in other words they didn’t follow through with due process, you can’t come 
up with a set of criteria in the middle of an ongoing process, so they were probably wrong 
in doing that. What I can tell you is that on Thursday and Friday of this week I was with 
Western Canadian University Presidents, an organization with the high sounding title of 
COWCUP. “Council of Western Canadian University Presidents.” And I had great joy 
here actually I came home and said to Marli, “This is great, I really believe the Lord was 
good to us, good to me today. I was able to give leadership, actually, to this group of 
presidents and we gained consensus, total consensus, from the Western Canadian 
Presidents [5:08] that AUCC had acted incorrectly that we cannot, we did not, give due 
process to that particular college, to King’s College, and we urge the board of directors of 
the national organization to bring it back to the table and to approve it at the next 
meeting.” So that was a good move. The big question in people’s minds: “If they 
establish new criteria which they’re bound to do now, what is the future like?” It is my 
opinion that there will be very stringent regulations, that bible colleges will probably 
never get in, that it’s very unlikely, in my opinion that institutions such as Trinity 
Western, with the doctrinal statements that we have, will have great difficulty, I’m not 
sure any others will ever get in again unless the Lord intervenes in a unique way. And 
there is even a possibility that they might flash back on some of us who have criteria as 
we have as a Christian institution. However, the discussions that I’ve had so far indicate 
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great confidence in Trinity Western, our reputation. This is being stated quite publicly, 
most recently in the BC News report by the president of UBC who voluntarily spoke up 
for the three public institutions and the privately financed Trinity Western and put it in a 
very positive light and that is to our advantage. I think that if they do come up with 
criteria which would not allow other Christian institutions like ours to come there will 
certainly be a grandfather clause to protect present members so I don’t think we are in 
jeopardy. But we are in spiritual warfare and our stance as a Christian institution is very 
important and we need the support of God’s people and our students to recognize that 
God has called us to be unique.  
 
Speaker: So basically with the AUCC, what is our reputation with them? Do they think of 
us as merely a Bible college, or what kind of a reputation do you have with the other 
presidents?  
 
Dr. Snider: They don’t really think of us a bible college at all; we wouldn’t be in it if we 
were. They think of us as a private university. They think of us as something that they 
can’t believe we can even operate without government funds… they kind make fun about 
me as being a miracle worker, and I certainly am not but how you can make this work 
they can’t believe that. They have very positive feelings. I just came from this meeting 
and I felt personally encouraged but also grateful that the testimony had stood very 
positively. They’ve asked me several times: how do you manage that over there, or, how 
does that work? So I think we’re held in high esteem and our students and their reputation 
certainly are, and our alumni.  
 
Speaker: So you just got back from a conference with the Western presidents?  
 
Dr. Snider: Yes.  
 
Speaker: Of all the universities?  
 
Dr. Snider: Yes.  
 
Speaker: What does a basic day consist of for you? You know, you’re the president of 
our university? What do you do? What does your job consist of?  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Dr. Snider: I’m sure lots of people wonder if I do anything! This past week I was in, 
Monday and Tuesday, in Minneapolis and I was home on Wednesday trying to make 
plans for this current week and Thursday we had an institute for executive leadership 
downtown. John Kelsall and four of us gave papers at that. It’s a paid kind of seminar 
where we bring in friends to benefit from our leadership at Trinity Western and Thursday 
afternoon and evening I was with COWCUP, the presidents; Friday afternoon I went to 
Winnipeg; Friday night I got there at 10:30. I made calls on Saturday with donors, 
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friends. Saturday night we met with my advisory council, 15, 17 people in Winnipeg. 
Really keeners, a number of them are Alums and their parents and friends who are our 
supporters. I spoke at a church twice on Sunday in Steinback, or just once actually, in 
Sunday school, and I caught a plane back on Sunday afternoon. That was last week.  
 
[laughter]   
 
Speaker: Holy cow [laughter]. Okay, I have a question for you, one of the things that we 
don’t necessarily identify you with is the fact that you’ve gone through everything we’ve 
gone through in terms of academics and stuff. I realize that you went to Briercrest for 
three years so you’ve got a bible school degree but what did you get your Bachelor of 
Arts in, and you have a master’s degree or now, and let’s see, you have a PhD. Just tell us 
kind of about your experience in education.  
 
Dr. Snider: Well I did have a good time as a student at bible college but I didn’t feel 
prepared for ministry even though I had two or three opportunities at the end of that. I’m 
certainly glad that I realized that I needed to go and get more preparation. My Bachelor 
of Arts, in those days they didn’t have majors, they called them sequences, which meant 
you took full courses for three years which would be six semester hours in particular 
areas and mine was in English and Psych. The next year Marli and I were planning on 
going to Nigeria with CUSUO, which some of you ought to be thinking about by the 
way. It’s Canadian Student University Organization and they actually have keys to other 
countries and it’s a good way to get out there as a tentmaker missionary in that sense. But 
our daughter Dawn was coming along and that didn’t make it possible for us to go so I 
went back to teacher’s education [10:03] and I graduated with this permanent teacher’s 
certificate that they gave those days, and I began teaching the next year in English. And I 
added courses until I completed a Bachelor of Education. Then I did a master’s degree 
while I was teaching also and I completed that in 1969 I guess, and I had a sabbatical 
leave, I’m grateful to the Lord for that opportunity and studied at the University of 
Oregon where I did my PhD studies.  
 
Speaker: So to get a PhD you have to do what, a dissertation? Right? Okay [laughter]. I 
just wanted to make sure. Okay, what was your dissertation on? 
 
Dr. Snider: My dissertation topic had to do with goal setting and futuristic techniques for 
human change organizations which include schools, hospitals, prisons, organizations that 
are devoted to bringing about human change.  
 
Speaker: So, um, you’re talking about goal setting. I kind of know a little bit more about 
the dissertation topic and how it relates to missions, so this, it kind of, the dissertation had 
some affect on you and the future, but what did it maybe have to do with mission? I 
understand kind of it was a kind of pioneer thing going on the ’70s. Right now everyone 
thinks of mission, every organization, even the local burger joint has a mission. So if you 
maybe could explain that… 
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Dr. Snider: Well it’s true. There was a foundational study, maybe more than one, but in 
1958 by a man by the name of Jacobs, and in his study he came to the conclusion that our 
education system, basically in the United States, that we’re doing very little to change 
people’s attitudes and outlooks. They were simply acquiring information and it wasn’t 
really doing anything for their personal development, so the whole student personal 
development movement began strongly in the ’60s and I bought into that quite strongly as 
a young college teacher myself, and was concerned to help students develop their full 
potential and that the task of the institution is not simply to transfer academic information 
but to help the person in total development. And so, at that time, we used that expression 
which had great meaning for us because it changed the focus from saying “here are the 
disciplines, come and get them” to “where are you and how can we bring the discipline to 
you, where you are?” And I guess in the early ’70s there was very little talk about 
mission, organizational mission, in fact my dissertation refers to the two or three articles 
that had spend much time talking about mission. And there were several articles talking 
about the lack of mission or a lack of goals in higher education. Typical article: “Whose 
goals for higher education?” That kind of stuff was in the literature. [12:46] And so I was 
privileged to work at CASEA, which was called the Center for the Advanced Study of 
Education Administration at the University of Oregon. And my advisor was there, so I’d 
do my dissertation studies through there. And we did begin to focus on mission, and what 
ought to be the mission. And my attempt was to try and bring constituent groups of the 
organization together to focus on what the institution ought to be doing, so that they 
could plan in terms of what they really wanted to accomplish.  
 
Speaker: So you say now that a missions statement is pretty well basic to any institution; 
it’s something you’d really encourage.  
 
Dr. Snider: Well, yes. One of the most beautiful university ones in Canada came out this 
last year, and it came out from McGill University. It’s a very fine one. I just got their 
president’s report with it stated; it’s succinct. UBC, the last two years they did and it’s 
fifty pages, their missions statement. You can’t come to any conclusion what it is they’re 
trying to do, from that. I’m not trying to be negative. The point is that they haven’t really 
developed it as much as some other institutions have. I would say that today, just about 
every organization focuses a whole lot on establishing as succinct list as possible what 
their mission is so they can concentrate their energies to fulfilling it. 
 
Speaker: So how many schools would you say have right now a missions statement? How 
many universities in the AUCC?  
 
Dr. Snider: Well most do because you’re on the bandwagon if you have it and you’re out 
of place if you don’t have one. So, I think most people are having it today.  
 
Speaker: [14:14] Ok. Say a person has a test today at about two o’clock, and then maybe 
a paper to turn in tomorrow. Say that person’s a senior, and, this is a friend of mine. And 
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what did you do in your undergraduate studies when the pressure was on? What was it 
that you did that made you work better? Obviously you achieved quite a bit; something 
worked for you, somewhere. Give this friend of mine a little advice.  
 
Dr. Snider: I can’t do it on such short notice for this afternoon if you’re having trouble. 
But my overall plan was that I didn’t really study on Sunday. I decided I didn’t have to 
do that. And it seemed to me that I was in quite a bit of sympathy with the Seventh Day 
Adventists. I didn’t study on Saturday either very often. [15:01] That’s not really true, I 
did that. Sunday’s I didn’t, and I’m not sorry about that. I found that the Lord honors that.  
I believe that we can do our work in the other six days as he was able to do his work. And 
I find now that when I get under pressure, which is quite often; we have so many things 
you just can’t do them. I usually try to call Tom Bulick or somebody else to go play 
racquetball instead of working for a little while. If I had only three hours to do, I think it 
would be better to take one hour either to sleep or to get exercise, than to cram for three 
hours straight, and then go and try to do whatever I have to do.  
 
Speaker: So tell your friend Dave. So just a personal question. Your wife Marli was sick 
last year. How is she doing now, how is her health holding up? 
 
Dr. Snider: Marli is very well, we’re grateful to the Lord. She did have a mastectomy last 
year, she had breast cancer. And in the original tests they found that out of sixteen nodes 
that they took out three were, that had traces of cancer. They did extra chemotherapy in 
addition. And last August when she had her six month test at the end of it they said all 
looks really well, come back in a year. So that’s good news to us, we’re grateful to the 
Lord.  
 
Speaker: Well, thank you Dr. Snider. 
 
Dr. Snider: Thank you as well.  
 
Dr. Snider: Why don’t we just close with a word of prayer. Lord this is a busy time of the 
year, and we need to become quiet before you. We also need to live balanced lives. We 
are mindful of Dave’s question here. We all get under pressure at times, maybe because 
we’ve procrastinated, or maybe just because there’s so much work to do. And we need to 
remain calm to think clearly. We also need to remember that you have called us to be 
your servants, we’re your people, and we want to be wise in the use of our time. So I pray 
that you’d give unusual self-discipline to the student body in these days. Help us not to 
do just one thing to the detriment of others. In other words help us not to jeopardize our 
health by failing to get proper sleep or exercise. We pray Father that you’d help us to 
concentrate and bring meaning to our work that we may accomplish a great deal in a 
short period of time. I pray too Lord that even the reviewing time as we come to exams 
would be meaningful and help us to consolidate information that has been learned, that 
will be important to us for the future. Today we’re grateful too as we begin to think about 
Christmas coming. It’s odd, it seems so far away, but it’s coming so quickly. We pray 
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that this will be a time when we recognize and are able to tell the world that we are 
committed to the one who came to walk among us, to be our friend, but to be our savior. 
We pray Lord that you would help us this day to sense your spirit with us and among us 
and that we will exercise your love, as that is your command for obedience, to love one 
another. And with it, we give you thanks for all that you’ve been to us in Christ’s name.  
 
[music and applause] 
 
New Speaker: Thank you very much, let us bow together please for prayer. Loving 
heavenly Father, it is pure pleasure to be with you and with each other this morning. We 
ask that in these moments you will be the speaker. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Amen.  
 
It’s a privilege and an honour for me to be in this auspicious, I didn’t say suspicious, this 
auspicious, company. Northwest is absolutely delighted to be part of the Trinity Western 
campus. And we are thrilled to be here and have this privilege of joining in the life of the 
university. I’d like to talk to some of you today you may have brought some baggage in 
that’s just a little bit hard for you to carry. A few years ago I was asked to be speaker at a 
youth camp in the interior. And the director of the camp said, “Harris, just want to warn 
you, we’re going on an overnight in the middle of the week. We’re going to back-pack it. 
If, you know you don’t think you can make it, you don’t have to come.” Well I can just 
imagine being camp speaker and sitting in my cottage cabin with the congregation 
somewhere on the mountain. I said of course I’ll come. I’d never back-packed before, but 
so what, I’ll try anything once. He said, well you’ll need to buy a pack, which I did. I 
bough the lightest aluminum pack with very light nylon webbing that I could find, threw 
it in the car, went to camp, [20:00] and in about the middle of the week we set out. I 
wrapped my sleeping bag and the few things I needed to survive overnight on the top of 
the mountain, put it on my back and found that it wasn’t any great problem. We drove in 
the trucks to the base of that mountain, and I had absolutely no problem with that pack 
while we were in the truck. We reached the base of the mountain, walked a little way on 
the flat territory, no big deal. Then we hit the mountain slope. On that Wednesday 
morning eight years ago I made a scientific discovery that is worthy of the Nobel Prize. I 
doubt if any of your chem professors have ever discovered it. But what I discovered on 
that mountain slope that morning was that aluminum turns to lead on an inclined plain. 
And this pack that was no big deal when we were walking on flat, suddenly about a 
quarter of a mile up a very steep mountain trail became a burden that was too heavy for 
me to carry. And I began to sweat, not so much with the exertion, but with the thought 
that was now in my mind: “I’m not going to make it!” And what does a speaker do who’s 
trying to keep up with the kids and be cool and all the rest of it when you have to turn 
around and say, “Hey folks, I can’t go any further.” Like the unjust steward in the New 
Testament I was ashamed to beg; I did not know what to do.  
 
I tell you that that’s entirely possible that on this Wednesday morning, 8 years later there 
are some of us in this building, while it may not be an aluminum pack with a sleeping bag 
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and some food, and other utensils you require for survival, that some of us this morning 
are probably carrying a burden that is too heavy for human shoulders to bear. Maybe 
you’re here this morning and you’re not even sure if you can carry on and you’ve come 
to Chapel and you said, “I really don’t know what to do.” I want to read to you from the 
Old Testament, the book of Exodus where we read in chapter 15, verse 22 that “Moses 
led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the desert of Shur. For three days they 
traveled in the desert without finding water. When they came to Mara they could not 
drink its water because it was bitter’ – that’s why the place is called Mara – ‘so the 
people grumbled against Moses saying: “What are we to drink?” Then Moses cried out to 
the Lord, and the Lord showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water and the 
water became sweet. There the Lord made a decree and a law for them and there He 
tested it. He said, “If you listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God and do what 
is right in His eyes, if you pay attention to His commands and keep all His decrees, I will 
not bring on you any of the disease that I brought on to the Egyptians for I am the Lord 
who heals you.”’ Verse 25 says that “The Lord made a decree and a law for them and 
there He tested them”.  
 
Now, I realize that testing is not unknown to students at Trinity Western University. I’m 
sure that examination time is you favorite time of the semester and it’s just around the 
corner – isn’t that wonderful? We tell our students over at Northwest in the beginning of 
September that if you will spend two hours outside of class studying for every hour you 
spend in class, you will have no problem passing the exams and doing the assignments. 
And every year a small minority of students pay attention to that advice. And it’s around 
about this time of the year when suddenly the crunch comes and the sins of September 
and October are realized in November and December and the lights stay on at night and 
they come on early in the morning and the bags come under the eyes and all the other 
things that are associated with that thing called cramming. Now I understand that here in 
university you’re far too sophisticated, far too disciplined to be into that kind of scenario. 
And the interesting thing about it is that these exams come in waves and they keep 
coming. And next semester there’ll be more and they increase in their crescendo of 
difficulty. The thing that’s funny about it to me is that parents who contact me say, 
“That’s the way to go! Give it to them, Pres! You make my son sweat; they need to face 
the real world, you know.” They just love to see their kids sweating at exam time. It’s 
interesting to me [25:00] that these same people scream like banshees when the Lord God 
of heaven and earth applies these same principles to their lives as educational institutions 
apply it to their students, which is a regular testing program.  
 
God is in the business of testing His people. It was true for Israel, they had just come out 
of the miracle of the Red Sea; they had stood their as it’s recorded in the fourteenth 
chapter of the book of Exodus. They had a mountain on the right, a mountain on the left, 
they had an ocean ahead of them and the Egyptian army thundering down on their rear. 
What were they to do? The wives began to say to the husbands, “George, you know I told 
we should never have come. What a foolish idea. We should never have left Egypt.” 
They were ready to crucify their leaders and that’s of course what you always do when 
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things go wrong. They didn’t know what to do. God in a marvelous way sent a wind, 
blew that water apart for all of the 2 million people to go through in one night – that 
pathway had to be wide enough probably for 5,000 people abreast to get through – and 
then there was a marvelous victory and a marvelous miracle and Miriam played the 
tambourine and she danced. I was converted in the Salvation Army; I’m familiar with 
tambourines and drums and all the rest of it. And she led them in what we used to call in 
the Salvation Army a Hallelujah Wind-Up: “Praise God for His marvelous deliverance 
we will never doubt Him again!” Right? Well, at least not for three days. Until the water 
supply runs out and when you find water it’s not fit to drink. And you would think they’d 
never been through the Red Sea experience, because all the grumbling was back: “Oh, 
this is terrible. We should never have come, we better kill our leaders.” And following 
this test there were more tests.  
 
My wife and I have been through a few tests in our life.   I remember the day 13 years 
ago on June 29th when we stood at the bedside of our second son who was 24 years of age 
at that time. He was in the Harbor View Medical Center in Seattle. He had been in a car 
accident, he had a broken neck, he was quadriplegic, he couldn’t move anything from the 
head down. He was hanging betwixt life and death and we had no indication that he 
would ever move again. The social worker came to us and said, “Mr. and Mrs. Harris if 
you want to use my office, you can kick the walls, you can scream.” We said, “I don’t 
think that will be necessary.” “Oh no, no,” she said, “You’re in shock now, but they all 
do so anytime you want come into my office, you can kick those walls; you can scream.” 
We didn’t know how we were going to cope with that. The thing that blew me away at 
that time was, “Lord I can look after him while I’m alive, but what in the world will I do, 
what will happen when I’m gone?” And all of these thoughts came flooding in. God 
marvelously undertook it. If that young man were to walk in here today, you would not 
know he had been in an accident.  I could tell because there is a slight impairment, but 
God in answer literally raised up hundreds, if no thousands of people, right across the 
country and in fact in various places of  the world spontaneously who began to pray for 
him. And we saw a miracle of God in bringing that boy back to life. It was a very 
difficult test for us.  
 
What test are you going through? No, I don’t mean math or chemistry or business, I mean 
in your life. How is God dealing with you? Is it a financial test, where you simply don’t 
have the bucks to pay your bills? Is it a physical problem that you’re suffering or in a 
loved one? Is it a psychological problem? Perhaps stemming from some very difficult 
experiences in the past? Is it an emotional burden because of bereavement or some other 
trauma? Is it a relational problem because of a severed relationship or an unpleasant 
confrontational one? The Lord is in the business of testing His people. What I learned 
from this passage, is that His testing, is given in order that we might trust him. His testing 
is for our trusting. If you listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God and do what is 
right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep his decrees I will not 
bring on you any of these diseases. And what we see in the experience of Israel in the 
wilderness was test, after test, after test, after test, but always the provision of God to 
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meet that need and in the process developing those people into a people of faith.[30:00] I 
am very pleased to be able to stand here today and tell you on the authority of the word of 
God, that whatever that burden may be that you are carrying, that if you are a believer in 
Christ, and if you love Him and if you are seeking to please Him, that burden has been 
laid upon you by God in order that He might test you and might develop you into a 
person of faith.  
 
Let me tell you what happened on that mountain trail. There I was, I didn’t know what to 
do. I mean really, how could I go to the kids and say, “I’ve got to turn back.” And if I did 
turn back, the truck was gone, what in the world would I do? As I was thinking about 
these things, a young man came up to me, by the name of Tyler Walton; I don’t know if 
you know that name. Tyler has been around the university, he’s been a seminary student 
at Northwest, at that time he was a youth leader in Kamloops. Tyler is a big husky, 
strapping young man. I owe my life to Tyler Walton. He came up behind me and without 
any approach on my part he said, “Pastor, would you like me to carry your pack?” Now 
keep in mind what I said to Tyler outwardly was not exactly what I was thinking 
inwardly. What I said to Tyler was, you know, “Well…if you really want to.” Isn’t that a 
vain and proud way to handle it? Inside I was saying oh please, please, please. My dear 
brother and sisters in Christ, do you know what I did that Wednesday morning about 
eight years ago? At his invitation I took that burden that was crushing me and making it 
impossible for me to carry on, I took it off my shoulders and I laid it on top of Tyler’s 
pack. He had two packs, his and mine, and I had none. And I was able to complete the 
hike and had a good time, besides the rainstorm and sleeping on stones, but good, it was 
good. Have you heard the word of God which says, “cast thy burden where? On the 
Lord”. And the promise is, he shall sustain. And if you have com e into this chapel with a 
burden, be it related to studies, or personal life, or family life, or finances, or whatever it 
is, if you have come with a burden I want you to hear the invitation, not of Tyler Walton, 
but of the Lord Jesus Christ who said, “Cast that burden on me.” And I want to engage in 
this closing minute in an exercise with you, where I take those burdens that have been 
bearing me down, and you take the burden that’s bearing you down, and in a deliberate 
act of the will, we take that problem, that situation and we lay it squarely, shoulders, on 
the Lord Jesus and walk out that door, or that one, or that one, or wherever you leave this 
auditorium and leave that burden with him. Will you do it?  
 
Let us pray. “Loving Father, it is very special that we can have this time to read your 
word, to listen to your voice. And I pray that right now you will help me to cast my 
burden on you and that you will grant to each of us grace to cast our burden upon your 
shoulders in obedience to your command and to become your people of faith that you are 
seeking to be. We pray in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.” And have a great 
day. [34:48] 
 

[End Side B] 
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