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[Side A] 
 
Dr. Beatrice Batson [Wheaton College]: “The Christian Faith and the Humanities” 

• clarifies that, in combining the terms “Christian faith” and “humanities”, she is 
not implying that they are identical 

o however, both ask similar questions 
• reads from 1989 Catalogue: need a unifying core if information is to become 

knowledge 
o it is very difficult to achieve this unifying core, integrating faith into the 

humanities, without simply tagging on “morals” to humanities lessons 
• definitions of humanities: some simply list the component departments, but this is 

unsatisfactory 
• there are professors in other departments that have helped us gain perspective on 

large human problems and what it means to live humanely; questions such as 
“who am I?” [10:00] 

• the question to ask when studying is not “what can this course do for me?” but 
“what do I learn about myself and the world?” 

• the general public is paying attention to the humanities: historical societies, 
library groups, etc. have increased dramatically in numbers 

• what is different in the colleges and universities? why is there a decrease in 
formally enrolled humanities students and majors, while there is an increase in 
public interest 

• many believe that the decrease is due to a difference in prevailing “young people” 
attitudes—they don’t want to learn it, and they believe the teachers don’t want to 
teach it [15:00] 

• she believes that students are still concerned with the basic questions of what is 
means to live, to be, and to do, in this world 

• task: understanding the role of the Christian student in the Humanities 
o caution: working as a Christian will not make academic work any easier; 

the difference between the Christian and non-Christian is found in the 
interpretations, the system of study, the value-judgments made 

• Christian understanding does not diminish the content, rigor, or intensity of the 
study [20:00] 

o example: Othello 
 the diminished “Christian” reading would be as a warning against 

the destructive power of jealousy—that’s tacked-on moralization 
 need to study, instead, the great web of language and ideas with 

accuracy and precision 
• Christian study endeavours to escape half-truths, or enslavement to material gain, 

in pursuit of whole truth 
• Christian study develops habits of mind 
• not casual study of the surface, but intense digging into a few great writers, or 

artists, will enhance the mind and the imagination 
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• she talks about the relationship between the Humanities and the Word [25:00] 
o “In the beginning was the Word.” 

• John Bunyan stated that, as a writer, he wanted to create in fiction what God 
became through the incarnation: transcendent truth becoming physical and 
immediate 

• [30:00] fiction and poetry are incarnational arts—take what is “outer” and use it 
to get at what is “inner”, and nearly impossible to explain otherwise 

• references Flannery O’Connor on the person who neither believes nor disbelieves 
but searches for a God who would respond and break through the silence and have 
something to say in our bewilderment 

• references Pete Devries saying, “God, I cannot believe in you, look at what 
you’ve done or have not done to me or for me” 

o [35:00] he puts God on trial in The Blood of the Lamb, similar to The 
Grand Inquisitor—his thoughts come from a yearning, restless spirit 

• this lecture was intended to illustrate the connection, the relationship between 
these subjects (Humanities and Christian Faith) 

• they struggle with the same huge human questions: Why? Why suffering? Why 
life, and why death? 

• Humanities help us see how filled with purpose and searching the Christian faith 
is [40:00] 

• humanities don’t show partiality to the Christian, but help to refine and define it 
 
[41:43] 

 
[End Side A] 

 
[Side B] 

 
Dr. Beatrice Batson: the relationship between technology and the humanities 

• begins with a testimony 
• was asked, after receiving her PhD, where she would teach—was offered a 

placement, but turned it down in favour of teaching in a Christian College 
• everyone believed she would waste her life there, but she feels that she has 

followed God’s call and that it has been fruitful in her life 
• purpose behind these lectures is to help inform the vocation where each student 

will spend his days; to help students become “prepared” people, with strong inner 
resources 

• [5:00] asks a question: how are the students faring, in education, in the 
technological age? an age of secularism? 

• discusses Bloom’s The Closing of the American Mind 
o says that twentieth-century “openness” to equality and willingness to 

allow all choices to be equally valuable or moral depending on the 
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situation, does nothing but close the mind to the consideration of higher 
values 

o there is no longer any place for thinking about “right” and “wrong”, and 
we have ignorance and cynicism replacing intelligence and idealism 

o [10:00] he argues that students in universities are being taught nihilism in 
universities, and are being denied the knowledge of the importance of a 
nourished soul and spirit and a trained mind 

• is it true, that students no longer care about identity? purpose? that students no 
longer even think about why they are coming to university? 

• the humanities will not let students escape these large, human questions 
o she doesn’t believe that everyone now simply prefers definitive answers to 

small questions rather than tentative answers to the large ones, and she 
believes that young people feel the same 

• society, however, doesn’t think the humanities make any difference after all 
• talks about TS Elliot, and his ability to get people “off the treadmill” of modern 

life 
• she reads from Elliot’s Quartets [15:00] 

o he helps us to see that, in the absence of goals, a standard, anything that 
gives meaning to life, all we have is information and facts without wisdom 
or even a desire for wisdom 

• we can do so much so quickly, we can be so active, but some of us would like to 
listen for a while and try to understand what the meaning of it all is 

• there was a meeting last year (1987), of campus ministers, who were trying to 
understand the “student mind” of that year, and she shares some of the comments: 

o “Students seem to have a sense of powerlessness and fatalism on the larger 
issues that it wouldn’t matter what they did. When they are asked about 
the fate of the world, they say it is going down the tubes and there’s 
nothing that anybody my age can do about it.” Therefore, we should just 
make ourselves happy 

o God exists to make us happy 
o society gives us so many answers that we can’t even hear the questions 
o students want to grow as private Christians 

• [20:00] do students really have to choose between evangelism or prayer? or 
cultivating a Christian mind or learning? 

o students do not have to make a choice between prayer and feeding their 
minds 

o Christian education should prepare students to jump into the mainstream 
and ask those big questions, with the expectation of finding answers 

• another question pertains to vocation: how do we find a vocation unless we know 
what’s important in life? 

• we live in a technological, electronic, microchip age 
o the information age is terribly pragmatic [25:00] 
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• there is now a hierarchy of importance or value, which places anything that 
requires human thought and interaction below the things that can be accomplished 
by computer 

• but what do we do once we have the very latest in everything?  surely there are 
still people around who want more than processed information (tape ends 
suddenly) 

 
[26:44] 

 
[End Side B] 
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