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[Incomplete Transcript] 

[Side A] 

Dr. Ken Davis: Thank you, Gordon. I’m not really speaking on this point, I’m speaking on 

authority.  

Unknown speaker: Okay. 

Dr. Ken Davis: But it relates to discipline. I confess that, uh, that I’m awed that some of you 

have traveled so far for these few days of fellowship, and in part at least for what I might have to 

say. I confess to you that I am deeply humbled that you would invite me to try and find the mind 

of Christ and have him minister through me to you. I took that task very seriously, and I have 

sought the mind of the Lord, and I hope that it will turn out to be fruitful to you. I did run into 

some problems, uh, after we got into the car and was headed to here from Vancouver, uh, 

contrary to what I had heard earlier, uh, I got also one of these little programs and discovered 

that I was on the program tonight. Now, uh, that threw me because I had expected to give three 

tomorrow and two on the Wednesday, and I discovered I was due tonight. Now just fortunately I 

happened to have a few notes with me. (Audience laughs) (Davis laughs) So while they are 

rough and didn’t get the polish for you tonight, I do have a few notes with me—a bit of my 

homework. Um, however, what was even worse—and it really threw me in something of a 

dither—is that I discovered that uh, having to speak tonight completely through my introduction 

out of kilter, since I had intended to say today, tomorrow, that I have three talks or studies to give 

you today—that’s tomorrow. (Audience laughs) (Davis laughs) And uh, that those three would 

build a biblical foundation and a biblical base, and then on the Wednesday I would give two 

practical applications, based on that foundation that I discovered that I was to give one on 

Wednesday and one on Thursday—completely threw my introduction, just completely ruined it 

entirely. Now, uh, I am going to speak on the topic of authority, more or less, and uh, tonight, uh, 

is an introductory—I don’t know that I’m happy that it turned out this way, uh, because tonight 

is introductory; we’re not taking a particular passage of scripture and working through it in some 

form—in expository form—as we will be doing in the two tomorrow. Uh, tonight is really 

introductory, it is sort of setting the tone. I’m going to be talking about the spirit of the end times, 

the spirit of anti-authority and the spirit of rebellion, and then move to tomorrow, to the, uh, 

authority and sovereignty of Christ and particularly the authority or sovereignty of Christ as it 

applies to the proper presentation of and response to the gospel as it applies to your primary task. 

And then we’ll move on Wednesday as has now been rearranged to look at the sovereignty of 

Christ in the church and the sovereignty of Christ in the home. And this way you’ll have some 

time on Thursday morning—incidentally, uh, (sighs) I have a great deal of material and we’re 

going to try and pack it in, uh, after I’ve talked for an hour I’ll let you stand up and uh, relax a 

bit, and then, uh, we’ll do that at the end of every hour (laughs) (everyone laughs), and this way 

you won’t get overly tired but it won’t give us much time for discussion as one might otherwise 

like—but it will be a very good thing to have Thursday morning free, a time when you can come 
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together and interact in a positive way with what you have heard and pray about it and see what 

the Lord would have you take back to your churches. Okay, I think that gives us some idea of 

what we’re going to do or what we’re going to try to do. Biblical teaching has its historical 

counterpart. And the historical counterpart actually were the lectures that I gave a year ago at 

North-West Baptist Theological College, uh, on our—uh, the Anabaptist roots of our modern 

believers’ churches. And uh, as we saw there, the topic has been chosen for this conference and 

was chosen for me, was in fact this business of the authority of Christ, was in fact a vital part of 

our original Anabaptist distinctives. [5:04] Now by—when you talk about distinctives, you mean 

something that makes us what we are and not something else. It was a vital part of our original 

Baptist distinctives. It was part of the basic motivation for the formation of Baptists in the first 

place. It was a vital part of that motivation towards the restitution of the New Testament 

church—the real thing. And in many ways this whole series could be summed up in those words, 

refinding the real thing. The Anabaptists—by Anabaptists we simply mean those who, in an age 

where everybody was baptized as an infant: anybody who became a Baptist had to be an 

Anabaptist, baptized again, because they’d all been already baptized as infants. And that’s 

simply what Anabaptist means, one who—those who are baptized again. And the Anabaptist, 

including all English Baptists and Mennonites, were not the product of someone’s convictions, 

uh, about the recovery of adult or believers’ baptism or baptism by immersion. They were not the 

product of somebody getting the bright idea that we should have separation of church and state. 

Rather, they were themselves subsidiary. They were derivatives of something else. Namely, the 

convictions of many new Bible-studying Christians that the so-called Protestant Reformation 

was a sham. That it was a theological Reformation without a practical reality. Because people 

were still being called Christians all over Europe who didn’t act like, didn’t look like, didn’t talk 

like, didn’t love like, didn’t care like, didn’t worship like New Testament Christians. (7:32) 
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