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[The archive database says that side B is a continuation of side A’s speech. The 

themes continue, so it appears to be the same speech, but there appears to be 

something missing from the end of Side A or the beginning of Side B.] 

 

 

[Side A] 
 

Dave Busby: Well that applause was – in faith I could be extremely boring and you might 

want to retract that. I’m, uh, excited about being with you the next couple days, and that’s 

not speak, or hype. I really mean that. I believe that (indistinct) I believe that, uh, these 

next few days are divine appointments.  

 

A couple of personal facts: number one, I had polio when I was a child, that’s why I walk 

weird. The reason I’m telling you that is so you’ll feel sorry for me and give me money. 

Not really, just so if you see me walking across campus your curiosity won’t get the best 

of you. So that’s why I walk a little strange. Secondly, this is a little more sobering, I 

have cystic fibrosis, and the bottom line is that the doctor says I’m dying. I’m not saying 

that to be grandiose or to elicit pity from you, but because, uh, because I’m dying (I’m 

down to thirty-percent lung capacity and I’m really struggling), uh, you really sort 

through where you go and what you do. I have a wife of nineteen years. I have a thirteen 

year old daughter, so when I chose to leave them I want to jolly well know it’s about 

God. And I know that about the next few days; that this is about God.  

 

What I’m going to share with you in the next few days burns in my soul! It bur—it keeps 

me up at night! It causes me to pound the table. It causes me to scoot up on the edge of 

my chair and I don’t even know I’ve scooted. I feel real passionate about what I’m going 

to talk with you about the next few days. As far as a theme, it would be this: the most 

exciting, important thing that God is doing in the universe. The most exciting, important 

thing that God is doing in the universe! Question, what is it? What is it? Matthew 16:18 

answers that question. From the lips of Jesus, Jesus says this, ‘upon this rock, Peter, your 

confession, I will build my church!’ I’m loud, aren’t I? I’m a loud person already; you’ve 

noticed that, haven’t you? I’ll get worse. I’ll get worse, be patient! Jesus, from the lips of 

Jesus, he said these words: ‘Upon this rock, I’m going to build my church.’ Not 

Presbyterian, not Baptist, not even Evangelical-Free, sorry! I’m going to build a race of 

people, I’m going to build an assembly of people. I’m going to build a church, and Jesus 

said, ‘let me tell you about this church, what it’s going to look like.’ Even the very gates 

of hell are not going to be able to prevail against this race of people that I’m building. 

Boy I want to tell you, that is the most exciting thing God is doing in the universe. He is 

raising up a group of people called his church, and he’s so filling them with his presence, 

and his power, that even the enemy’s very best shot can’t keep them down. The Greek 

says ‘cannot even provide an adequate defense against them.’  

 

One of the fun things about travelling, there are many bad things about travelling, one of 

the good things about travelling is this: you get to have a little broader perspective of 

what God’s doing around the world. And hey, I just want to say to you, I agree with what 
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Jesus said, he’s doing that! He’s doing that! I’m bumping in to church people that are 

filled with God, and feared by the enemy. The enemy has nightmares when he thinks 

about this kind of person. And yeah, I’m bumping into scores of apathetic, bored out of 

their skull church people, I’m talking about just denomination people, but I’m also 

bumping into church people! I bumped into a seventh-grade girl in Denver that was one 

of those critters. She was filled with God! How do you know? She splashed all over me! I 

do believe the enemy has nightmares about people like that. [5:06] 

 

This morning all I want to do is just whet your appetite a little bit, about what that person 

looks like, that full-of-God man, that full-of-God woman, that’s feared by the enemy. 

What does that look like? What does – What do they talk like, what do they walk like, 

what do they smell like?  

 

Well Acts chapter four, I want to look at four quick passages, Acts chapter four verse 

eight says ‘Peter, Peter, was filled with the Spirit,’ the scripture says. And one of the 

things that even the enemies of God noticed about Peter, as a full-of-God man, was this in 

verse thirteen of Acts four it says ‘now as they observed the boldness, the courage, the 

confidence, of Peter, they were marveling. The enemies of God were marveling. Why? 

Because they saw something that they couldn’t explain. They saw a man full of boldness 

and courage. Later on in that passage, in Acts four, thirty-one, it says that they prayed, 

they were filled with the Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness, with 

courage.  

 

One of the consistent characteristics I’ve noticed when the river of God flows in 

somebody, and the wind of God blows in somebody, is sometimes something that comes 

out of that full-of-God person is a little thing called ‘courage.’ Do you know, I even 

respect courageous pagans! I mean, this gets me going in a – I get so sick and tired of 

being sick and tired of the culture telling me I’ve got to be ashamed, I’ve got to walk with 

my head down. I’m the one that’s got to be intimidated. It demands that I be ashamed 

‘cause I’m a follower of Jesus. I’ll tell you what I’ve discovered when the wind of God 

begins to blow and fill up a person, when the river of God begins to flow and fill up a 

person, and they become full to overflowing with the spirit. One of the things that begins 

to come out is this: I refuse to be ashamed! No! Courage. Boldness. In Acts chapter four, 

when the Spirit of God began to fill Peter, what came out was a little thing called 

courage. Well I’ll tell you, I’m bumping into full-of-God people, and I’m noticing that 

that same little thing called courage is coming out.   

 

In Acts chapter seven, verse fifty-five, this time when the wind of God and the river of 

God filled up somebody, it wasn’t necessarily courage that camed out, came, out. It was a 

little guy named Stephen, he was having a party, people were stoning him, you remember 

that passage in Acts chapter seven? He was having a bad day! Acts seven, fifty-five says 

this: again the phrase ‘filled with the spirit.’ Seven fifty-five the scripture says, ‘but being 

full of the Holy Spirit,’ being a full-of-God man, it referred to Stephen, he gazed intently 

into heaven. This is in the midst of, not intimidation, but execution. He gazed intently 

into heaven and saw the glory of God in Jesus standing at the right hand, and he said 
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‘behold, I see the heavens opened up and the son of man standing at the right hand of 

God.’ But they cried out with a loud voice, covered their ears, rushed upon him with one 

impulse. When they drove him out of the city they began stoning him. The witnesses laid 

aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul. They went on stoning Stephen as 

he called out upon the Lord, and he said ‘Lord Jesus receive my spirit.’’ In other words, 

‘I’ll be there in just a minute!’ I’m going to lay aside my carton (??) here, my house in 

just a min– I’ll be there, receive me, I’ll be there in just a minute!’ The full-of-God man 

said.  

 

But I want you to notice the last utterance of this full-of-God man, the last thing he said. 

Falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, and this was the last sentence for the 

full-of-God man: ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them, and having said this he fell 

asleep.’ In this particular incident, when the wind of God began to fill up him, and when 

the river of God began to flow through Stephen, it was not necessarily boldness that came 

out, which is what happened when Peter was filled. In this particular incident, it was a 

little thing called forgiveness that came out! [10:03] 

 

I don’t know what life scenario you’re in this morning, but I want to tell you, I doubt it’s 

as painful as the one Stephen found himself in that day. And the wind of God, and the 

river of God was so powerful, he was so filled with the presence and the power of God 

that with is very last breath forgiveness came out. And a little guy named Saul that was 

holding the robes made a very serious mistake. He hung around as he watched a full-of-

God man die. And it so impacted him he couldn’t get away from it. Saul, as you know, 

was one of the greatest Christ haters at that particular point of history. That’s why I think 

a chapter and a half later Saul became a Paul, why? Because he saw a full-of-God man 

die, and with his last breath a little thing called courage came out, called forgiveness, 

rather, came out.  

 

Jesus is building his church! It’s the most exciting, significant, thing, in my view, that’s 

he’s doing today and even the very gates of hell cannot overpower it. Why? Because 

these people are filled with the presence of the wind of God. They’re filled and 

overflowing with the river of God. They’re full-of-God men and women. Peter was filled, 

courage came out. When Stephen was filled to overflowing with the river, forgiveness 

came out. In Acts chapter sixteen, I read this when I was a young Christian, it just blew 

my circuits. This was the particular situation with Paul and Silas, two other full-of-God 

guys. Acts sixteen twenty-two, listen to this, listen to this, this is unbelievable! Sixteen 

twenty-two: ‘and the crowd rose up together against them.’ That’s not a happy word! 

‘And the chief magistrates tore the robes off of him.’ It gets worse! That’s a bad day, I 

mean, I don’t call up someone and say ‘well how’s it going?’ ‘Great, they’re tearing my 

clothes off!’ I mean, that’s bad. That’s a bad thing. ‘And proceeded to order them to be 

beaten with rods. And when they had inflicted many blows upon them they threw them 

into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely. And he, having received such 

a command, threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet into stocks.”  
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Not intimidation, not execution, but imprisonment. Verse twenty-five, a verse if you read 

the Bible much growing up you’re familiar with. All of a sudden the wind of God begins 

to blow and the river of God begins to flow and verse twenty-five says these words: ‘but 

about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God.’ In this 

case it wasn’t courage, it wasn’t forgiveness, but it was a little thing called joy that came 

out. Joy came out. Give me a break! Joy. Why do you think joy came out? Well maybe 

when they stood at the apostolic recruiting office a big guy stood with a long trigger(??) 

and said ‘you know what, if you ever get in prison you better be joyful, I will revoke your 

apostolic license! So be joyful.” My guess is that’s not what happened. My guess is there 

was something so real, something so powerful, going on down in the engine room, that 

all of a sudden something real came out, and it was a little thing called joy. And I love 

how twenty-five finishes up. It says this ‘and the prisoners were listening.’ I got a 

question, why do you think they were listening? Because they were just into music? No, I 

think they were listening because they saw something they could not explain. [15:03]  

 

You don’t sing after you’ve been beaten with rods and stripped and thrown into prison, 

maybe even awaiting execution the next day. You just don’t do that naturally! And the 

prisoners were listening when the wind began to blow and the river began to flow. And if 

you follow this passage a little bit later, the most hardened guy, it’s my assumption, in the 

jail, the jailor, was so overwhelmed and so impacted when he saw something and heard 

something he couldn’t explain, i.e. supernatural, he ultimately fell down in front of Silas 

and Paul and said ‘excuse me! Could I have a little bit of what you got?’ Translated: what 

must I do to be saved?  

 

As I’m not here to lay hype on you, I’m here to say it as straight as I know how. I believe 

that you and I have the unique opportunity in the nineties to be part of a church that Jesus 

built that even the very gates of hell cannot prevail against. Filled with God! Full of God. 

Acts chapter nineteen, the last scripture, is this, and this is a wacko one! Acts nineteen 

fifteen, some Jewish exorcists were bouncing around, trying to cast demons out of 

people. They bumped into this one guy that was full of demons, these Jewish exorcists 

were not Christians, so when they bounced into this guy they said ‘I command you in the 

name of Jesus that Paul preaches, come out of him!’ Acts nineteen fifteen the evil spirit 

answered through the voice box of that man that sounds like the twilight zone for a lot of 

evangelicals until you see it happen. The evil spirit answered through the voice box of 

that man and this is what he said, and I like this. That evil spirit said to that Jewish 

exorcist, he said, ‘hey, I know about Jesus,’ and then the evil spirit says, ‘and I know 

about Paul, but who in the fat are you?’ I added the ‘fat’ part. ‘But who are you?’ That 

evil spirit, I can understand him knowing about Jesus, and James says ‘he trembles.’ But 

he said ‘and I know about Paul.’ Question, why did he know about Paul? Answer, 

because he was afraid of Paul, because Paul was messing on his devices! Messing on his 

schemes. Paul was a threat to darkness.  

 

And I don’t know if they have multimedia shows in hell, and I don’t say that to be 

flippant, but I wonder what the demons think when our slide comes up? No problem, 

she’s so into how she looks, he’s so into chasing bucks, no problem. Till finally 
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throughout this slide show maybe a slide comes up, just a little freshman girl and all of a 

sudden in the chambers of hell people start getting nervous. Then one of the demons says 

‘I know who that girl is, we lost three of our best people to her last year.’ I believe that’s 

real. I believe that one of the greatest things that’s happening in this universe is Jesus is 

raising up his church. And even the very gates of hell cannot prevail against them. Well 

what do they look like, David? Don’t just talk to me about this church, what do they look 

like? They’re filled-with-God people, feared by the enemy. Question, how do I get to be a 

full-of-God man? How do I get to be a full-of-God woman? That’s what I want to answer 

this week. And if you’re like me, some of you are probably sitting there saying “I don’t 

think I’m a good candidate. Hey, if you knew the real me on the inside, I am goofy on my 

best day! I wrestle with so much garbage underneath the waterline of my life, I don’t 

think I’m a good candidate.” [20: 05] I used to think full-of-God people were the people 

that memorized Lamentations before breakfast, you know what I’m talking about. And 

man, I looked inside of me and I saw much, I saw, I saw so much crap and crud and scud, 

and I just said “I don’t think I’m a good candidate!” then I began to discover some real, 

real, good news.  

 

Let me tell you who the best candidate to be the best full-of-God person is in this room 

today. It’s the person who feels the neediest, and the weakest. It’s the person that’s got 

that attitude of “God, if that ever happens, you’ll have to do it, ‘cause there ain’t no way I 

can make that happen.” That’s the best candidate. This weekend I want to talk with you 

about being a full-of God man, filled with the presence and the power of God. Not having 

a historical Jesus, the great “I was,” but experiencing the great “I am.” Experiencing the 

wind of God and the river of God filling you up and flowing out of you and impacting 

people that are around you. I want to talk to you about being that kind of person. And I 

just want to say to you this, “ I’m real okay if only ten people come.” I’m real okay if 

only fifty people come. I don’t get okay from big numbers. I’m not going to bribe you to 

come, come if you want to come. And if you don’t want to come, feel good about not 

coming. But if you come I want you to have a want to in your heart, to say “man, I want 

to be a full-of-God man,” “I want to be a full-of-God woman.” “I want to be a part of the 

church that Jesus is building, that even the very gates of hell cannot overcome.” That’s 

what we’re going to be talking about. Let’s pray together.  

 

Father, I guess one of the reasons why I just get so hyper about this topic is that I believe 

you are hyper about it. I believe in these last days that you’re wanting to raise up a 

family, and an army, that the enemy has nightmares about. I believe you’re  raising up a 

militant, aggressive, filled-with-God people. That’s taking ground. Father I want to thank 

you that when I was nineteen years old a real religious person, a real busy person, you 

gave me the awesome privilege of bumping into a full-of-God man. I never met anybody 

like that. I sensed the wind of God blowing through him, and the river of God splashing 

all over me. And it created within me a hunger to be a man like that. And I want to thank 

you that through the years you continue to teach me what it means to be filled and maybe 

even feared. Lord, I just want to ask you to put a ‘want to’ in the hearts of these men and 

women who need to be there tonight and other times. Just put a ‘want to.’ Birth a ‘want 

to.’ Raise up out of this student body a core of men and women that are filled with God, 
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that even the enemy’s very best shot cannot stop them. Lord, protect me from trying to 

make something happen this week, and strive, and perform. I want to be restful, I trust 

you, my only hope is you Jesus. But I want to ask you to land on this campus this week in 

a significant way. Manifest your presence. Roll up your sleeves and flex your muscles 

this week. Do God-stuff this week. Lord, I would pray that even at the end of the week 

there could be some students that could look back and say, “boy, God came to Trinity in 

a powerful way, not that you weren’t already here, but that you rolled up your sleeves and 

you did major God-work. [25:07] Jesus I love you from my toes today. You are my only 

hope. Until my very last breath I want to be a full-of-God man. Raise up warriors this 

week, filled with your presence and power. In Jesus name, amen.  

 

Speaker 2: Thank you Dave. And, just want to remind everybody, Tuesday night tonight, 

nine o’clock – (cuts off) [25:44] 

 

[25:53] 

 

Dave Busby: For a long time I’ve known about ministering for the Lord. It’s been the last 

few years that I’ve learned to minister to the Lord. I’ve got a thirteen year old daughter. 

When she was about five or six one of the things she’d used to do that I liked a lot, she’d 

crawl up in my lap, she’d put her arms around my neck, she’d look into my face, and 

she’d say something like “you’re the greatest daddy in the whole world!” And you know 

not one time did I look at her and say “stop it!” She was ministering to me, and you know 

what happened, it touched my heart. You know what? God likes it when you minister to 

him. For a lot of my years as a Christian I treated God like a bank teller. I couldn’t tell 

you what my bank teller’s face looks, because I’m not interested in my bank teller’s face, 

I’m interested in my bank teller’s hands. Worship has to do with seeking the face of the 

Lord, adoring the Lord, worshipping him, and I – it’s neat to minister to the Lord. 

Yesterday morning I shared with you what I think is the most important, exciting thing 

that God is doing in the universe. Sounds grandiose, but I believe this from my toes.  

 

Matthew 16:18 says “He’s building his church, and the very gates of hell will not be able 

to prevail against this church that he’s building”, this group of people that he’s building. 

As I travel around the world and other places. Other places besides the world. I’m 

bumping into church people! They’re militant, they’re aggressive, I spent yesterday 

trying to describe what I think is the most important, descriptive phrase for the church 

that Jesus is building, and it’s the phrase that I choose to believe is revealed in the book 

of Acts more than any other phrase, and that is, “they’re filled with the Spirit,” they’re 

full-of-God people. Filled with God, filled with the presence and the power of God, 

which leads me to this question: how do you become a full-of-God man? How do you 

become a full-of-God woman? I don’t think there’s a greater gift that you could ever give 

to the world than being a full-of-God man or a full-of-God woman. It’s the greatest gift 

you could give to your girlfriend, your boyfriend, your family, your church, your world, 

your mission field, your workplace is to be a full-of-God man, a full-of-God woman. 

Question, how do you become a full-of-God man, full-of-God woman?  
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John 7:37 is real specific on how that happens. Jesus, God with skin, said these words: if 

anybody’s thirsty, let that thirsty person come to me.  What do I do when I get there, 

Jesus? Drink, drink! What else do I do? He who depends on me, he who learns to rely on 

me, he who learns to trust me, the thirsty person who comes to me and learns to drink and 

learns to depend, Jesus said, I want to make you a promise. From that person’s innermost 

being will flow rivers of living water. That person will be filled full to the extent of 

overflow with the spirit of God. Last night we talked about what it means to be a thirsty 

person. I shared three thirsts that I’ve got. I’m thirsty to be loved and accepted. Most of 

my life I’ve spent most of my energy wanting to get the hug. Love and acceptance, I’m 

thirsty for that. If you’ve got a pulse, you’re thirsty for that too. If you don’t have a pulse, 

you’ve got a different problem. I’m thirsty for love and acceptance, what we talked about 

last night, there’s only one kind of love and acceptance that will quench that thirst. It’s, it, 

it’s a love and acceptance that’s given for free, one that you don’t have to perform to get, 

one that you don’t have to do the dance to get. Performance love and acceptance will get 

you tired, it won’t quench your thirst. [30:08] 

 

I’m thirsty to be loved and accepted for free. I’m thirsty to be loved with the love that’s 

so strong it will never abandon me. Some of the deepest wounds that you will ever have 

on this planet, will be as a result of being loved with the weak love, a love that you 

thought was going to be there when you needed it but it just didn’t have enough muscle, 

and it failed you. We long to be loved with the love that is free, that we can receive as a 

gift, and it’s so free on the inside we can (pause) rest. We long to be loved with the love 

that’s so strong it will never abandon us, it’ll hang on to us even when we’re not doing 

well. I call it an ‘in your face’ love.  

 

We also long to have a reason to get up in the morning. Call it meaning, call it purpose, 

we don’t do bored well. I’ve never had anybody in all of my years of ministry come up to 

me and say “Dave, the goal of my life is meaninglessness! If I could live my entire life 

and look back and know that I’ve wasted it, I’d be a really happy person.” Never met 

anybody like that sincerely, why? Because we thirst for a reason to get up in the morning. 

I give you those three thirsts because that’s where Jesus started. Get in touch with your 

thirst! If anybody’s thirsty, for a love and acceptance that’s for free, one that you don’t 

have to do the dance for. Well growing up with polio I felt like I had a ‘D’ for defective 

on my chest. I learned to do the dance to get the hug— 

 

[32:00]  

[End Side A] 
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[Side B] 

 

Dave Busby: Really? Just burn that sucker right there, huh? No, what I really did, I said, 

uh, ‘well you said something to me publically, can I say something to you publically?’ 

Well she braced herself and said ‘umm-hmm.’ I said, ‘well I got two things to say to you. 

Number one is I love you for free, you don’t have to agree with me, I love you for free. 

And number two tells me something about you. Apparently your false gods must be 

working pretty good right now. Your personal appearance must be okay, your stuff must 

be okay, your relationships must feel pretty good. Your health must be alright.’ I said ‘but 

I want to give you some money and in a year I want you to call me and let me know how 

your false gods are doing. Because it’s my conviction false gods will fail, because they 

do not have the capacity to quench the thirst, even though they give you the mirage that 

they do. True story, two days later the girl comes to me and says ‘hey, I’ve had two false 

gods fail in the last two days, could we talk?’ 

 

I think b—. Do you guys here that, or is that just me? Okay, good. I hear all kinds of – 

 

In closing let me just say this. I believe the biggest enemy of fullness is independence and 

idolatry. And you know the thing about us is we know the right answers, we’re robotic. 

We know the right – we know the right answers! My question for you this morning is 

this. Not what is the right thing, but what is the real thing for you? There are four kinds of 

people in this room this morning. There’re some of you that could come up here and take 

this microphone and say ‘sit, let me talk!’ I’m thirsty! I’m at the well of Jesus and I’m 

drinking and I want to tell you from time to time I really experience the fullness of the 

river you’re talking about and my thirst quenched. This morning, real thing for me is I’m 

at the well of Jesus and it’s good.’ There are people like that in this room this morning. 

There are other people in this room that would say ‘I used to be there, but I’m on a 

detour, chasing a boyfriend or chasing a girlfriend.’ I’m real for boyfriends and 

girlfriends. I like girls, I married one, it’s great. It’s great. But I’ll tell you what I’ve 

discovered. Girls are lousy gods! Guys are worse. My most consistent false god is my 

wife, that’s a true story. I’ll come home empty, there are times I’ll pull on her to fill me 

up. She’ll be patient for a couple days, then finally one day she said to me ‘you know 

David, God didn’t create women to fill up people, to fill up men, that’s why Jesus came.’  

 

There’s people in this room that could say, ‘David, I’m not self-righteous or prideful 

about this, but I’m telling you the truth, I’m at the well of Jesus and I’m drinking and I 

want to tell you what, His spirit is filling me up and my thirsts are quenched!’ True, and 

I’m grateful! There are other people that would say in here, ‘I’m on a detour, goodbye!’ 

Well I got a word for you; Jesus is not over there with his arms like this going ‘I can’t 

believe it!” Just like the woman at the well he said ‘are you tired yet? Are you tired yet, 

come here, are you tired? It’s not working, I know, I know! Come here.’ There’s 

probably a third kind of person here that says, ‘you know I’ve never ever been to the 

well, my whole life’s been chasing.’ Are you tired? Come to Jesus, he’ll quench your 

thirst. Then I’m sure in a student body like this there’s a fourth kind of person that in 

your heart’s giving me the finger saying ‘get out of my face! Leave me alone!’ [5:06] 
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Well I got a word for you, I love you for free, and one day out there someday when you 

get tired and independence and idolatry look as weak as they really are, well I hope you 

see an opened armed Jesus saying ‘come here, I want to fill you up.’  

 

I want you to bow your heads with me, would you, before we leave. What’s the answer, 

David? It’s a little old word called ‘repent.’ Repent means I change my mind about my 

independence and my idolatry, ‘goodbye,’ and I come to Jesus and say ‘hello.’ It’s a 

spirit of repentance, which means that I need to live in the activity of that regularly 

because independence and idolatry is such a part of my fate. I pray for you today that you 

would be willing to be honest, where are you? Are you at the well of Jesus receiving and 

depending? Is he quenching your thirst? Are you on a detour? I hope you see an opened-

armed Jesus saying ‘are you tired?’ You never been to the well? I hope you hear Jesus 

say ‘come, come.’  

 

Jesus I thank you that you desire to fill us up and I know that our biggest fight is 

independence and idolatry, it’s mine. I pray that today in a wonderful beautiful way 

you’d bring a fresh spirit of repentance across this body. Repentance is a good word 

because it leads to life, you said. It’s not a bad word, it’s not an ugly word, it’s not a nasty 

word, it’s a freeing word. I pray that all across this campus today false gods would fall, 

there’d be goodbyes and hellos, that the detours would be ended today, that lots of people 

would freshly, freshly, come to Jesus to receive and depend. And that you would do what 

you said you would do to that woman two-thousand years ago. ‘I will so fill you up that I 

will quench your thirst.’ Lord, today, let me be a person that’s filled with God. I come to 

you to fill me up and to overflow me. Might there be numbers of full-of-God people on 

this campus. In Jesus’ name, amen.  

 

Thanks, goodbye.  [silence from 8:03-8:20] 

 

Thanks for coming tonight. I was thinking during the worship time about one of the most 

special experiences with Jesus that I had in 1990. It was in Waco Texas, and I was out by 

the pool getting a suntan, somebody had to do it, and I had my Bible out there to make it 

legitimate. And I noticed the, uh, guy that was doing the music for the week, his name 

was Wayne Watson, a Christian recording artist, and far more than that a man of God, his 

wife and his two boys were there at the pool while he was setting up the equipment over 

at Baylor University where we were having the meeting. And I was there just kind of 

minding my own business, watching his wife and his boys playing. His youngest was ten 

years old, and he had gotten all kinds of equipment for the pool. You know, he had the 

mask and the snorkel, and fins; he was the most stupid looking thing you’ve ever seen. I 

don’t even know how to say it in a nice way; he was the weirdest looking thing I’ve ever 

seen. And I just watch this kid at the pool, you know, and, and then I got into reading the 

scripture and kicking back and getting some sun, whatever, and, all of a sudden— I’m a 

pretty mystical guy and so that’s okay if that bumps your “Twilight Zone” button that’s 

okay, I like living there so it’s okay— but I really sensed the Spirit of God say to me, “sit 

up!” [10:00] I think a lot of times we think that the Spirit of God always has to say stuff 

like “he dwelleth among the cherubim, selah!” I, you know, I think if you read, if you 
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read the book of Acts, a lot of times the Spirit of God, when he spoke, would say things 

like “go join yourself to the chariot.” “Hey, Peter, three guys are looking for you, go 

downstairs.” I mean, he just said really practical stuff. Well he said a real practical thing 

to me. He said “sit up!” I sat up. He said “look over to the door of the pool, and I looked 

over to the door of the pool, and as I did Wayne Watson was walking in and I had a 

chance to see his face as he connected with the nine, or ten year old, seal-hunt looking 

reject. And I had the incredible delight of watching this dad’s face, and I mean that dad’s 

face exploded with delight when his eyes caught his son’s eyes! And I know that it didn’t 

have anything to do with what, the way the kid looked, or even his performance, what he 

was doing around the pool. It was the look of a dad that was madly in love with his boy.  

And then the Holy Spirit said to me, he said, “every time your heavenly dad connects 

with you, Dave Busby, his face explodes with delight. Not because you are always doing 

it right, ‘cause sometimes you look just as stupid as the kid with the fins, he explodes 

with delight because you’re his, you’re his.” 

 

Well I appreciate what Malcolm says, I think the way to fall in love with Jesus is to really 

increasingly experience how madly in love he is with you. Boy the longer I’ve walked 

with Jesus the more I’ve become convinced that the good news is really good! It’s gooder 

than you think! That’s not what I want to talk about tonight. Um, is there a reason why 

this thing is so far back? I don’t have bad breathe, I don’t think. Well, I want to teach for 

a few minutes then I want us to do something. Sound weird already? Do you know in the 

book of Acts the scripture says “Jesus, this was the recording of what Jesus said and what 

he did.” I want us to talk just for a few minutes, and then I want us to do something.  

 

I’ve been talking about what I believe to be God’s primary agenda, which is raising up 

the church. And it’s a kind of people that even the very gates of hell cannot prevail 

against. I’ve been describing what I believe the scripture teaches is one of the main 

profiles or descriptions of what that church looks like, it’s a full-of-God person, filled 

with the presence and the power of God. I’ve been attempting to answer how a person 

gets filled with the presence and the power of God. I’ve been attempting to do that. We 

started with the first piece of this, get in touch with your thirst. Jesus stood, two-thousand 

years ago, in front of a large crowd and he said these words: “if anybody’s thirsty.” I’ve 

talked about what I believe to be the core of the core thirst of a human being, if you’ve 

got a pulse. You and I are thirsty for a love and for an acceptance that’s for free, given in 

gift form, not a love and acceptance and a hug that you gotta do the dance for. It’s a hug 

that’s given for free! You know, a lot of people don’t know that it’s a love and an 

acceptance that’s for free. I’m thirsty for a love and acceptance that’s free, I’m thirsty for 

a love that’s strong, that’ll never abandon me. I’m thirsty for a love that will hang on to 

me even when I’m not doing good, and I’ve got a word for you, sometimes I don’t do 

good. I need a love that’s gonna hang on to me when I’m not doing too good. I’m thirsty 

for a love that’ll never leave me alone. I’m thirsty for a reason to get up in the morning. 

Call that significance, call that meaning, I don’t do bored well. 

 

Jesus said “if you’re thirsty.” Get in touch with your thirst. Then he said, as we talked 

about this morning, “come, come.” That sounds real simple, doesn’t it? “Come! Thirsty 
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come.” The problem with the ‘come’ part, though, is, within each of us Jeremiah says 

there is the tendency to say ‘goodbye, God, I can meet my needs on my own.[15:07] 

That’s called independence, and I dig false wells that make promises to me. “I can do it, I 

can do it, I can do it, I can do it.” Sometimes we get deceived, sometimes we just 

deliberately disobey. “Goodbye, hello.” And we dig, and we go at those false wells, but 

this morning we discovered that the good thing about false wells is that if you give them 

enough time they fail. Probably some of you say “well Busby, I’ve got a question for 

you, do you ever chase false gods?” Yeah. I mean, I wish I could say “no, back in the 

early sixties yes, but no.” But you know what I could say that’s true, my chases are 

shorter these days. You know, sometimes I’ll get deceived or I’ll deliberately choose, and 

I’ll do some drinking at that false well, but it’ll turn into mud in my mouth real  quick and 

I’ll say “goodbye, hello.” My chases are shorter these days, ‘cause I’ve tasted enough of 

this, and boy, nothing compares.  

 

How do you become a full-of-god woman, how do you become a full-of-god man? Get in 

touch with your thirst, come to me. I want to talk about one word tonight. And drink, 

Jesus said drink. “What do I do when I get there, Jesus?” Drink, drink. Drink. Do you 

know if you came up to me and you said “I am really really thirsty, where is the closest 

water fountain?” and I said “well it’s right out here, turn to your right, there’s a little box 

on the wall, there’s a little white thing, there’s a little thing sticking out, you just stick 

your head (??) , do that, go slurp, do that. Do you know, your response would not be, it 

would not be “heavy. Complex.” You know, when I think Jesus used the word drink, that 

was supposed to be a simple thing. Six year olds can drink. One hundred and six year 

olds can drink. Drink just means to receive. Do you know what I believe. I don’t believe 

we receive well. Matter of fact, growing up in church, what I always heard was “give! 

Are you giving? Are you? Well you better be giving! Are you giving?” And receiving 

sounded kind of selfish. And for a number, a number of months in my Christian life I quit 

coming to Jesus regularly as a believer to receive, because giving was what mattered. 

And you know what I discovered? If you stop receiving, you get empty. And if you stay 

empty long enough, and you keep giving, then you get angry! You ever been so empty 

you can’t hardly breathe internally, and here comes another taker with a syringe, “how 

you doin?” slurp. And you wanna tell him what to do with that syringe: “get out of my 

face!” I’ve discovered that empty things take, that’s what they do. Full things give, that’s 

what they do. They give not because they have to, should, they give because that’s what 

they do. Full things overflow. I wanna talk about receiving tonight for just a few minutes.  

(laughter) It was an angel, he just appeared for a few –   

 

I want to read six verses of scripture out of Matthew chapter twenty. I’ll do this kind of 

quickly, to have mercy on you who have forty-seven tests tomorrow. I want you to listen 

to this. These two guys that we’re going to learn from to receive are really unlikely 

candidates, they are blind beggars. When we were in Africa last year, I’ve never been 

around beggars a lot, I’ve been around some street people some, but I’ve never been 

around a lot of beggars, it’s real interesting to bump into lots of beggars. My wife and I 

and our little girl spent some time in the Mathare Valley, where hundreds of thousands of 

people live in the slums, and we bumped into a lot of beggars, had a lot of conversations 
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with beggars. And do you know what I learned about beggars? I want to tell you, they 

know how to receive! I learned some things about receiving from beggars. I learned some 

stuff that impacted me. These six verses are about two blind beggars, and I want to just 

draw some principles that will help you to learn to receive. ‘Cause Jesus said if you want 

to be full, get in touch with your thirst, come to me and receive. We need to learn how to 

receive. [20:01] 

Listen to these six verses, Matthew 20:29. As they were going out from Jericho, a great 

multitude followed Jesus. Big crowd, lots of noise, momentum. “And behold, two blind 

guys, two blind men, were sitting by the road. Hearing that Jesus was passing buy, cried 

out saying, ‘Lord, have mercy on us, son of David!’ And the multitude sternly told them 

to be quiet. ‘Shut up! Shut your face! Stupid beggar, you’re always messing up the 

parade.’ Multitude told them to be quiet, but I want you to notice what the beggars did. 

But they cried out all the more. ‘No, I will not shut up, you shut up! Jesus have mercy on 

us’, they said the second time, persistently. This is good news, this is real good news. 

And Jesus stopped. And Jesus stopped. And he called those blind guys and he said a very 

interesting thing. What do you want me to do for you, what do you guys want? And they 

said to him, Lord, we want to be a missionary! No. They didn’t even give him a real 

spiritual response, they basically just said what was in their heart. Lord, we want to see. 

You see, these things, they don’t work. We want to see. This is good news. Last verse: 

and moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes and immediately they regained 

their sight and followed him.  

 

I’ll tell you what I’ve learned about receiving. These guys have taught me a lot. First of 

all, these guys were needy, and they knew they were needy. Even if you’d have bumped 

into these guys and you’d have said ‘well let me tell you, you are a mess!’ do you know 

they would not have said ‘unh-uh, am not, am not, am not, am not! Hey, it’s getting 

better, and okay, it’s alright. God helps those who helps themselves, huh?’ You know 

what those guys would have said? They would have said ‘man, you got that right. I am 

needy.’ Do you know what I believe is one of the greatest gifts you will ever have? It’s 

the gift of needs. I hate needs. I don’t like to feel needy, you know why? Because it 

makes me feel weak. You know the war in the Gulf’s twenty-two years, days, old today? 

I’ve bumped into a lot of people that all of a sudden just something like that thousands of 

miles away has made them feel real needy. It’s ripped the mirage of – needs are friends. 

These guys were needy, and they knew they were needy. Second thing I learned from 

these guys is they get ready to receive, this is real important. They were not only needy 

and knew they were needy. They were needy out loud. Have mercy on us Jesus! They 

were not only needy but they were needy out loud. Do you understand that Jesus could 

have walked right past them, if they would have just been needy? They were needy out 

loud.  

 

You know what I hope about this campus? I hope this is a safe place where you can be 

needy out loud. I believe that’s one of the main functions of a church. It needs to be a 

safe place where you don’t have to pretend. You don’t have to look spiritual if you’re not 

spiritual. I mean, you don’t have to – “How you doin’?” Fine, and how you doin’?” 

“Fine, and how you doin’?” “Fine, we’re doin’ fine, and we’re fine!” Verbal volleyball, I 



Aud 16 

 

Sides A and B: Lecture: Dave Busby - February 5-6 

 

Transcribed by DB Oct/Nov 2011, February 2012  13 

call it. Churches, campuses, Christian universities need to be safe places where people 

can hurt out loud. I go to a church now, it’s a different church than I’ve ever been to in 

my entire life. It’s called The Church of the Open Door. Some people of this city 

sarcastically call it “church of the open sore.” [24:53]  You know why they call it 

“church of the open sore?” It’s because we’ve given our people permission to hurt out 

loud, and there are numbers of times in the midst of the sermon someone will be so 

overwhelmed by their pain that they will go “help, help, help me!” It almost sounded like 

some of the services Jesus had. These guys were needy, and they knew they were needy. 

They were needy out loud. 

 

The third thing I’ve discovered about receiving from these blind guys is this, every time 

in my life when I’ve gotten in touch with my needs and I’ve just begun to be needy out 

loud, something, something, will get in my face. In this incident in the text, it was this 

multitude. For me it’s not usually the multitude, but it’s something that will get in my 

face and say “Shut up! Shhh.” Do you know, some of you will experience that tonight. 

You will experience that tonight, ‘cause the Spirit of God will touch you about a need 

and he wants to give you something, and something tonight, tonight, will get in your face 

and say “shh, shh” just like the multitude did: “guys, shut up!”  

 

I was at the ‘church of the open sore’ several months ago, I’m an elder there, a lay elder. 

And I was so empty and I was so angry, I was just so empty, if someone would have 

come up to me and said “I just need to talk with you” I want to say, “well I need to talk 

with you too!” I mean, I was thirsty. I was empty, and during the closing part of the 

ministry time, the Holy Spirit got in my face and he said, “you’re one empty dude, aren’t 

you?” and I said, “I sure am!” He said, “you’re not only empty, you’re angry, aren’t 

‘cha?” I said, “I am.” He said, “there are two little old white haired ladies up front why 

don’t you go and let them lay their hands on you and pray for you, and I’ll touch you 

through them. Why don’t you go do that?” and do you know what happened? The 

multitude got in my face all of a sudden, it wasn’t a multitude, it was a little thing called 

‘image’. It was a little thing called pride, ‘cause I heard something rumble from inside of 

me. It came up right alongside my right ear and it said something like this: “you are an 

elder here! What would people think?” Well you know what I discovered? They would 

think about me what was true about me, is that I was needy. The secret’s out!  And man 

when that thing came up and that multitude got in my face, I knew. I knew I was getting 

back in the face like those guys did, I said “that does it.” Man those two little ladies 

prayed over me, and I want to tell you, God was true. He touched me, from my toes he 

renewed me and filled me up, and I left so encouraged and filled again for the battle.  

Come to me and receive. They were needy and they knew they were needy. They were 

needy out loud. Something got in their face. They got in the face of the multitude: “no, 

we’re not going to be cheated, no pride’s not going to cheat me. Doubt’s not going to 

cheat me. Image is not going to cheat me. Fear is not going to cheat me. No, I need a 

touch from God!” The good news is, Jesus stopped. 

 

I was on a retreat in Florida not too long ago. Fourteen boys were on that retreat that had 

been sexually abused by their youth pastor. He’s in prison today, the youth pastor is. And 
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I knew that those guys were on the retreat. And do you know what I knew? The only way 

that that week was going to be a significant week would be if Jesus stopped. And do you 

know what he did? He stopped, ‘cause those guys began to get in touch with their rage, 

and their pain and their hurt and they began to get needy out loud, and Jesus stopped. In 

this text he does something weird, I think it’s kind of weird, he says to the guys “what do 

you want?” I want to ask you a real personal question tonight before we leave. Are you 

needy? If Jesus stopped right in front of you tonight and said “what do you want me to do 

for you?” [30:00] “What do you want me to give to you?” What would you say?  

 

This past weekend I was on a retreat in Spokane before I came here, and we had a time of 

just receiving, receiving. And a girl that was there— now, we just gave Jesus an 

opportunity to touch people, just to touch them. Now folks, I don’t understand that, I’m 

not trying to tell you that I understand that, all I know is that some people got touched by 

Jesus. One girl came to me the following morning, she said, “two years ago I was raped. 

In the rape, I got pregnant. During the pregnancy, I had a miscarriage. After the 

miscarriage, I have been tormented by a fear of males. I literally walk into rooms, who 

when I see a guy I begin to sweat in a cold sweat. That’s happened to me for about two 

years now.” She said, “Saturday night I got need— I got in touch with that need, I got 

needy out loud! I asked Jesus to touch me!” And she said, “David, he touched me, he 

touched me as I was willing to receive.” and she said, “for the first time in two years I 

walked into a room and I was not afraid!” If I did not believe that the same Jesus that 

stopped and touched those two guys could literally touch you today, if I did not believe 

that I would quit the ministry. If all I’ve got is the great I was, and not the great I am, I 

quit. If all I’ve got is a historical Jesus but not a living Jesus, I quit.  

 

In Panama City Beach Florida, I’m just giving you fresh stuff, just lately. A girl came up 

to me after the session, it was a time of just receiving, and the reason I remember this girl 

is she was laughing and crying at the same time! That’s what I remember. And she kept 

saying “he did it!” I said, “what?” “He did it!” “He did what?” “He touched me!” She 

said, “I was right in that chair – He touched me!” I said, “tell me about it.” She said, 

“three years ago I climbed in the backseat of my car with my boyfriend and we had 

sexual intercourse.” She said, “I’ve violated every boundary I’ve ever set up for myself, 

as far as sexual purity. I was saving myself for marriage, and I violated that boundary.” 

And she said, “the night before I went to bed I confessed that to God and I asked God to 

forgive me.” And she said, “you know what? I think he did.” But she said, “for three 

years I have been tormented with condemnation, with guilt, with indictments, I couldn’t 

forgive myself,” she said, “I’ve been tormented!” and she said, “and I didn’t even know 

what to call it, but all I know is that I didn’t want it anymore and I asked him to touch 

me,” and she said, “he did! And it was gone.” I don’t know what to call that but a God 

touch, and if you try to convince her of that wasn’t Jesus, she wouldn’t believe you any 

more than the blind people that got touched: “I don’t understand at all, but one thing I 

know, I was blind, but look, I see!”  

 

Do you need a God-touch tonight? Maybe you’re really really discouraged and you need 

Jesus to touch you with encouragement. Maybe you’ve got a storm blowing inside of you 
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big time and you need God to give you peace. Maybe you, maybe you’ve been real hard 

for a long time. I had this big huge guy, this weekend, I want to stay with fresh examples, 

this weekend, this big huge guy came and sat beside me, and he said “David, I have been 

so hard for so long, I cannot even remember the last time I’ve had a soft heart toward the 

things of God.” And he said, “I just said that out loud to God and asked him to touch me 

and all of a sudden he just softened my heart. And with that softening came a peace.” 

[35:00] I’m not telling him what Jesus did, he’s telling me what Jesus did!” God touched 

him. Maybe you’re real confused and you need God to speak to you and give you 

direction. What do you need? “Well David, if I’m honest I don’t even know what I 

need!” Ask the Holy Spirit. You know, he’ll tell you what you need, ‘cause there are 

times I don’t even know what I need.  

 

Before we leave tonight I don’t want to talk about receiving, I want to give you an 

opportunity to receive. Just want to give you an opportunity to do what those blind guys 

did: “Jesus I’m needy, I’m not bringing my needs to a false God tonight, I’m coming to 

you, and I want to receive. I need a touch in my life.” I had a girl come up to me recently, 

she said, “you know David? I was sexually abused by my father and my brothers,” she 

said, “I’ve been involved in therapy for five years,” and she said, “on the back row I just 

simply set up a little alter with God and I asked God to touch me.” I’m just quoting her. 

She said, “the spirit of God did more in my in five minutes than five years of therapy.” 

I’m for therapy, do therapy. I’m for getting the type of under the waterline counseling 

you need, but I want to tell you, married to that, I’m also for getting in touch with God, 

giving God an opportunity to touch me as I receive.  

 

I want you to heads with me, would you, before we leave? I wonder tonight, do you need 

a God-touch? Do you need the same Jesus that stopped 2000 years ago on a dusty road 

beside a couple of blind beggars, to touch you? I’m not going to draw this out a long 

time, but I want to give you an opportunity just to receive from the Lord tonight. What 

I’m going to ask you to do, and again, I’m not into numbers, I’m not into statistics. I have 

a newsletter, but I don’t put numbers in newsletters. But if you need a touch from God 

tonight I’m going to ask you to come down here on the floor and get on your knees, and 

just say, “I’m needy, I need a touch from God. I need to receive.” If you want to do that, 

I’m going to invite you just to come right now. I just want to invite you to come. I don’t 

want you to do this out of any kind of peer pressure, I just want you to look inside. I want 

to give you an opportunity to do what the blind guys did. I want to just give you an 

opportunity to receive.  

 

[Singing Oh It is Jesus] [40:00] 

 

And as you’re on your knees tonight, get in touch with that thirst, that specific need. Do 

what the blind men did, just say, “Lord Jesus, I’m so needy here, I need you to touch me. 

I humble myself before you and I need you to touch me.” You’re not here to make God a 

commitment, you’re not here to make him a promise, you are here because you’re needy 

and you need to receive. I can’t give you what you want, but I really believe Jesus can. 

“Dear Father in heaven, you see these precious men and women on their knees before 



Aud 16 

 

Sides A and B: Lecture: Dave Busby - February 5-6 

 

Transcribed by DB Oct/Nov 2011, February 2012  16 

you. And I believe the only reason they’re on their knees is because they want to be. 

Some are here because they need a touch of cleansing and forgiveness. I just pray you’d 

dispense that right now. Some are here because they’re empty and they’ve been empty 

for a long time. I pray that right now in the name of Jesus your spirit would move on 

them and begin to fill them up. There’s are some here that have been deeply wounded. 

They bring a wounded, wounded heart. Jesus, I wanna thank you that you’re the friend  

of a wounded heart. I wanna ask you to dispense healing, just dispense healing. Bring 

healing to our wounds tonight. There’s some here that are real lonely on the inside. 

They’ve tried to fill themselves up with relationships and they’re still empty. I pray that 

Spirit you would give them comfort, and in a way that I don’t even understand that you 

would give them a hug in the Spirit, you’d let them know you’re madly in love with them 

because they belong to you.  

 
[End of recording 42:47] 

 

 


