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Announcer: CKNW 98 presents the David Berner show.  Call 280-9898 or toll free 1-
877-399-9898. 
 
David Berner [DB]: Trinity Western University here in the province of British Columbia 
is smack dab in the middle of a very important public policy issue.  Does it matter what a 
teacher’s personal belief systems are in terms of, uh, serving you and your children at 
public schools?  Well, according to, uh, the BC College of Teachers it does.  Trinity 
Western University has a particular moral point of view, which they ask their students-- 
by which they ask their students to abide.  We’ll get into all of that.  But, um, BC College 
of Teachers says, “Well, um, we think that’s not very nice or healthy, so if you want to be 
a teacher you’re going to have to add to your Trinity College experience by going 
somewhere else, like Simon Fraser.”  Guy Scaffold – scaffold – how many different ways 
am I going to ruin your name tonight? 
 
Guy Saffold [GS]: I’m just counting, I’m waiting to find out. 
 
DB: (laughs) Oh, forgive me, this is dreadful.  I hate it when people ruin my name, so, 
Guy Saffold.  Guy, I’m sorry, I feel terrible. 
 
GS: Guy Saffold is the one. 
 
DB: Guy Saffold is the Executive Vice President of Trinity Western University.  Hi, 
thank you so much for joining us 
 
GS: Hello David. 
 
DB: Hello.  Now, I want to say to everybody that, uh, our three phone calls to BC Civil 
Liberties—who are normally most keen on, on being on the show with us –  uh, were 
unreturned.  We don’t know why, can’t explain that, um, too bad for them.  And, uh, we 
had a number of calls with the BC College of Teachers and with the BC Teachers’ 
Federation.  Both declined to be on the show, the College saying that because this was 
before the courts they didn’t feel comfortable debating this in public; but Guy Saffold, 
you’re telling me as recently as a week ago you were discussing this with them on 
Midday, on CBC’s show. 
 
GS: I have done some appearances recently with Doug Smart, who is the registrar of the 
College. 
 
DB: Uh huh.  And? And he expressed his views? 
 
GS: Oh, absolutely.  We’ve-uh, we’ve traded back and forth, they put you in the TV 
studio, we sit shoulder to shoulder, and we’re very cordial with each other and-uh, and 
each try and articulate our viewpoint. 
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DB: Alright.  Tell us about the University a bit, before we get into, you know, its, its 
particular moral points of view; just, just tell us about the University, how long has it 
been around, how big is it, where is it, just give us a general sketch. 
 
GS: I’d be happy to do that.  Trinity Western University was founded in 1962.  Uh, we’re 
in Langley, just outside of Vancouver here.  We have about-uh, 2700 students on campus.  
Uh, you’d find those students taking the normal kind of majors and programs they have at 
most universities –  
 
DB: Wait, how many? How many? 
 
GS: About 2700. 
 
DB: Right. 
 
GS: So we’d have students enrolled in-uh, in English, in Chemistry, in uh, in Business 
and Economics-uh, we have-uh, a new program in Human Kinetics, used to be called 
Physical Education.  Uh, and of course Education is one.  We have a Nursing program.  
The same kind of programs you’d find at-uh, your typical Canadian university. 
 
DB: And it’s an accredited university. 
 
GS: Well, that’s right.  In Canada, we don’t actually have a system of accreditation for 
universities-uh, as people normally think about it, but universities join the Association of-
uh, Universities and Colleges of Canada-uh, which would function-uh, as an accrediting 
body in many ways, and TWU would be a member of the AUCC. 
 
DB: Now, UBC and Simon Fraser University get public funds.  Do you? 
 
GS: No.  We exist on-uh, our own-uh, efforts-uh, the tuition of students and-uh, 
donations from people who have interest in the college. 
 
DB: How can you, aside from the donations, which I’m sure are probably-uh-uh, 
substantial, but-uh, you know-- I had coffee with a UBC student this afternoon and we 
were talking about how, you know, if a course cost $6000, typically students pay $2000, 
you know, tax payers take the rest of the bite. Uh, how are you able to run a university 
(chuckles) in a private kind of way? 
 
GS: With great difficulty. 
 
DB: I would think so. 
 
GS: Our students do pay a higher tuition because of our private nature –  
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DB: [speaks at same time] Oh, do they? Okay. 
 
GS: – our tuition is-uh-uh, somewhere over $8000 a year depending on what-uh, program 
students are enrolled in. 
 
DB: And that’s non-resident.  That’s not, that’s not living on campus. 
 
GS: Right, that’s the tuition 
 
DB: Yeah, wow.  Do you have residency?  
 
GS: Yes, we have-uh, about 900 student who live on the campus and the rest are 
commuters. 
 
DB: So, now what is this, what is the University about?  What-uh, you’re about a liberal 
arts education, or you’re about something else, or you’re, or you’re, or you’re trying to 
promote a particular viewpoint, or a mix of the above. 
 
GS: No, Trinity Western University is primarily a, an undergraduate-uh, liberal arts-uh, 
institution.  We do have a small-uh, selection of graduate programs that we’ve begun in 
more recent years.  But our primary emphasis is with the undergraduate students-uh, in-
uh, the normal run of-uh, liberal arts programs.  We teach from the perspective of a 
Christian worldview.  This is actually-uh, the mandate that we have by the establishing 
legislation that set us up back in 1962. 
 
DB: What does that mean?  What is a Christian worldview? 
 
[5:00] 
 
GS: Well, for us, it means to try and-uh, think through-uh, all of-uh, knowledge-uh, to 
think through-uh, our understanding of the world-uh, our understanding of how people 
ought to conduct themselves in the world-uh, from the perspective of the Christian faith. 
 
DB: Are all of your students Christians? 
 
GS: No.  One of the interesting requirements in our, um, establishing legislation is that 
we would accept students from any religious background or no religious background. 
 
DB: Oh really? 
 
GS: Yes, that’s right. 
 
DB: And, and, and, but in practice?  
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GS: In practice, the, the largest number-uh, come from a Christian background.  But there 
are others who enrol because it’s in the local area or we have a program which is 
attractive to them.  Uh, we don’t have any particular-uh, faith requirement in order to 
enrol at the university. 
 
DB: Hmm.  You, you-uh-- if I were a student at your school, would I be going to, um, to 
chapel once a day? 
 
GS: Well, that would be your choice.  We have a chapel-uh, that operates everyday-uh, 
but it’s a voluntary-uh, matter.  We had a philosophy, we thought this through years ago, 
and we came to the conclusion that the idea of compelling people to go to some form of 
religious observance simply doesn’t make sense.  Uh, we all know how much we hate it 
when we’re forced to do something and-uh, we wouldn’t think that would be a very 
beneficial way of trying to cultivate faith.  Uh, the onus is on us to make it worthwhile to 
come, so we try to run it-uh, in a way that is attractive to students that makes it an activity 
that they enjoy and appreciate.  Uh, we have it everyday-uh, for half an hour, and there 
are large numbers of student who choose to come, others-uh, others don’t. 
 
DB: Do you have daily rituals of any kind?  Do you do the Lord’s prayer?  Do you sing 
‘O Canada’? 
 
GS: No, it-uh, the schedule is quite varied.  Uh, the young people like-uh, music, there’s 
a lot of contemporary music.  Sometimes there are speakers in who will talk on a 
particular topic.  Other days they just do music.  Sometimes there’s a very participatory-
uh, form of chapel in which the students-uh, come forward, share the mic, make 
comments to one another about what’s on their mind. 
 
DB: So, the-uh, the headline in one of the national papers says, ‘Students at Trinity 
University are asked to not smoke, drink, swear, take drugs, fornicate, or have gay sex,’ 
and then the question is, ‘Are they unfit to teach your children?’ which is, which is, in a 
sense, in a snapshot, the, the gist of this fight.  So let’s start with the first part.  Is, is this 
the case, that, that there is some deliberate and clear expression to incoming students, 
“This is what we expect of you”? 
 
GS: Yes, that’s right. We have-uh-uh, standards on campus for behaviour as many 
institutions do.  Uh, some of them are common to many places.  We would-uh, for 
example-uh, our campus is a non-smoking campus, and, other places, that seems to be 
increasingly common.  But we have some that reflect our particular Christian background 
and-uh-uh, one of them would be—that is really relevant to this-uh, particular issue—is 
that we expect our students to show love and respect for others at all times. Just 
fundamental respect is a campus standard for us.  Uh, beyond that-uh, we have-uh-uh a 
standard about sexuality, that we-uh, that we’re Christian people who believe in 
marriage, and so we say that sexuality or sexual intimacy outside of marriage is not 
consistent with the standards of our campus. 
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DB: And are there penalties?  Are there carrots and sticks?  Are there encouragements 
and discouragements? 
 
GS: Well, there are certainly encouragements and then the question becomes ‘what do 
you do when someone doesn’t want to be encouraged?’   
 
DB: Right. 
 
GS: Um, our, our first approach is to try and make these standards clearer at the 
beginning; we don’t want anybody to be surprised... 
 
DB: What, is one a signatory, I mean, if, if, you actual sign a document saying ‘I agree to 
this’? 
 
GS: That’s right, that’s part of the application process to come to the University; you’d be 
provided with, um, a statement of these standards and, um, then you know, if you’ll agree 
to the University’s standards-uh, we are happy to welcome you.  If-uh, they’re not to your 
liking for some reason, then, um, obviously you should find a place that-uh, fits with your 
approach to life. 
 
DB: Here’s a funny question.  Are 99% of your students basically good kids and then do 
you have some kids whose families say, ‘Look, you’re going to Trinity because you’re a 
big pain in the ass and you gotta know how to clean up your act’? 
 
GS: I’m not sure what their families say to them, but-uh, our, our...  
 
DB: I mean do you have some of those kids? 
 
GS: Oh, absolutely.  Our students are-uh, the undergraduates, they’re 18, they’re 19 years 
old; they’re like all others.  And some-uh, they vary in maturity, they vary in outlook-uh, 
they vary in religious background-uh.  Some of them are, are very eager to-uh, fit in to 
the campus culture; others-uh, are exploring new, new thoughts and-uh, sometimes new 
behaviours.  And we do have quite a diversity. 
 
DB: So, what are your, what’s the, what’s the-uh, what’s the downside, what, what’s the 
stick part of this-uh, formula for those, for somebody who breaks those rules?  I mean, I 
once ran a treatment program, we had two basic rules: no chemicals any time, anywhere, 
[10:00] and no violence or threats of violence. And our rule was simple and immutable, 
you break either of those rules you’re out, you’re gone. 
 
GS: Yeah. 
 

Edited by EK, Dec 2011 



Aud 271 
 
Side A Radio Program: The David Berner Show, featuring an interview with Guy Saffold 
(Executive Vice President) re Education Court Case - February 10 
 
DB: Like that, you’re gone.  You can try again the next day, but you’re gone.  Uh, so, is 
someone gone? 
 
GS: We try to work with people educationally and you have to take people where they 
are and try and encourage them to where you’d like them to be.  So, typically if-uh, 
people-uh, run afoul of the standards, our normal approach is to begin by saying, ‘When 
you came here you said you would abide by these, you know, you put your signature to it.  
Are you a person of integrity?  Do you abide by your commitments? Or have you 
changed your view?  Do you not want to follow with the commitment you made?’  And 
we want to explore that with people, in general.  No, if we encounter someone who-uh, 
has-uh, violated our campus standard they would-uh, they would try again, we would try 
again, it’s usually a, a, quite a long process.  In the end, if someone says, ‘Listen, I’m 
simply not prepared to-uh, to live within the policy of the campus,’ then we would have 
to say ‘You can’t be here.’ 
 
DB: Our guest is Guy Saffold-- is the Executive Vice President of Trinity Western 
University. They’re involved with a dust-up with the BC College of Teachers.  The 
College says, ‘We don’t think your graduates should be in public school teaching because 
of their particular and peculiar belief systems.’ 280-9898 in Vancouver, 1-877-399-9898 
our toll-free number around the region, STAR-9898 on the cell systems, those are toll-
free calls, we welcome your participation in this discussion.  When we get back, we’ll get 
into, um-uh, Guy Saffold’s-uh, thoughts about-uh, his students’ ability to teach.  We 
should be-- add, and be very clear, the reason that they gave us-uh, I’m now advised, 
Guy, the reason that the College-- that they didn’t want to participate was because of the 
open line possibilities. 
 
GS: Okay, I understand. 
 
DB: Alright, we’ll be back in a moment, stay on 98. 
 
(commercials) [12:02-14:42] 
 
DB: Guy Saffold is the Executive Vice President of Trinity Western University, a campus 
with approximately 2700 students out in Langley established in 1962.  It offers a liberal 
arts education and does that from a Christian world viewpoint.  That viewpoint has gotten 
it into some [15:00] uh, battles, some problems with the BC College of Teachers.  And 
that battle, which is ongoing, Guy Saffold, has now cost you about half a million dollars. 
 
GS: A little bit more than that, but it’s-uh, very expensive to go through legal process 
and, of course, we have to-uh-uh, raise the funds to pay for it as well, so when you put 
together the fundraising costs and legal costs and all the associated-uh, bills that come in, 
there we are. 
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DB: Yeah.  So, now, let’s get into the—and by the way, callers thank you so much for 
joining us. We will get to you in a moment, do be patient with us, I just want to-uh-uh, 
take this out a bit more.  By the way, out of odd, odd curiosity, what kind of an ethnic 
mix if at all do you have out there-uh, on campus.  Are there lots of different kinds of 
people there? 
 
GS: There’s-uh, some considerable diversity.  We have a good number of international 
students as-uh, many Canadian universities do these days.  Student from Asia, Korea, 
um-uh, Chinese students from Hong Kong.  And then we have, um, students from the 
local-uh, area; we’ve had-uh, students, from the Sikh community on campus-uh, we 
occasionally have some Muslim students who come.  So, it, it, there’s a, you know, 
primary-uh, primary constituency is-uh, is, is probably-uh, from-uh, the local BC area, 
particularly the Fraser Valley, but a pretty large diversity beyond that. 
 
DB: Okay, now, this is what I don’t understand.  Now you’ll have to try to explain to me 
and to our listeners what the problem is with the College.  If somebody graduates from 
your school, they— they could be graduated, um, is there a teacher’s program, is there?   
 
GS: Yes, we’ve been-uh, training-uh, teachers for the public schools since-uh, 1985 –  
 
DB: Okay. 
 
GS: – but that process happens in two parts.  Uh, they spend four years with us-uh, doing 
their basic studies and then in teacher education there’s a fifth year called the professional 
year in which students-uh, go out into the public schools and practice their skills.  They, 
they finalise their education, learning how to function in that environment.  And that fifth 
year we have offered in-uh, cooperation with Simon Fraser University. Uh, we would 
prefer to offer it ourselves-uh; the partnership with Simon Fraser has worked well, but 
there aren’t always enough places at Simon Fraser for our students, so they spend four 
years with us, they want to do the fifth year and sometimes they can’t get in.  Well, if 
you’re a young person and you’ve got-uh, student loans, you’re moving through your 
education, not being able to carry through on into the profession you’ve chosen is-uh, is 
very frustrating.  Uh, they usually are able to do that but it may take until the next year, or 
the other year, they may have to go to some other institution.  So, we would like to be 
able to-uh, offer that program ourselves and ensure that there’s enough places for them to 
carry through. 
 
DB: Alright, so what has the, what has the Teachers’ College said?  
 
GS: We-uh, applied for approval of that program-uh, and the-uh, Teachers’ College-uh, 
reviews the program.  They sent out a Program Approval Team, which spent some days 
on our campus; they looked at the program, talked to the faculty-uh, examined the 
curriculum, and recommended that the program should be approved.  Uh, we were very 
encouraged by that because this was the investigation that the College of Teachers’ own 
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personnel performed and the outcome was positive.  Uh, that went to a body within the 
College of Teachers called the Teacher Education Programs Committee, which gave this-
uh, review of Trinity Western a second look and they-uh, concluded again that this 
program was suitable, it met the professional standards, and-uh, they recommended that it 
be approved, but when their recommendation went to the Council of the College of 
Teachers-uh, somewhat to our surprise it was turned down. 
 
DB: And the reason given? 
 
GS: Well, the reason given was-uh, the-uh, a particular part of the campus standard that 
we have...uh, when I’ve-uh, appeared with-uh, Doug Smart from the College of Teachers 
he’s wanted to emphasis that their concern is somewhat of a narrow one, and that it 
specifically would be-uh, the part of our campus standard-uh, that deals with homosexual 
behaviour.  Uh, we-uh, have our students make a commitment that, at least while they’re 
with us, it may not be their view, but they will at least-uh, agree while they’re with us to 
govern their behaviour-uh, so that they do not participate in pre-marital sex, adultery, or 
homosexual behaviour, and the College of Teachers was concerned about that last piece.   
 
DB: And they’re saying what?  That, that, that-uh, if, if your students-uh, somehow are, 
against or negating the idea of homosexuality, then they’re not open enough to stand in 
front of a class in a British Columbia school?  
 
GS: Yeah, I think the College-uh, of Teachers has-uh, a very reasonable concern.  When 
a teacher goes into a public school classroom, you encounter people from all kinds of 
backgrounds, and there are people there of a-uh, of a different race, of different religion, 
of different sexual orientation, and will our teachers be able to cope with that situation, 
and in particular, will they be biased toward-uh, gay students in some way or other?  
And-uh, they want to ensure that that wouldn’t be the case. 
 
DB: The University fought back, according to this report, and in 1998 BC Supreme Court 
sided [20:00] with Trinity Western.  The College of Teachers then appealed.  This battle 
is now going to the Supreme Court of Canada pitting, essentially, the University’s claim 
of religious against the licensing body’s claim of human rights.  Now, one of those 
things, and I—therein, you know, I’ve taken my time to [stutter] to get all this stuff out 
‘cause I want to make sure we—we—we’ve got all the issues out properly — and callers 
be patient, I promise we’ll get to you — but, you see, this right, this gets us into a 
fascinating and important area of which, you know, some people like to say on talk radio, 
‘Well, if we give one person, one right, then it always costs someone another right.’  I 
don’t always agree with that, I I don’t think that’s always the case and in fact, in fact I 
think that’s rarely the case and I don’t see life that way.  I don’t think there’s a finite 
number of rights, and if you have one I lose one.  What if a teacher is a holocaust denier?  
What if the teacher is an anti-Semite, or an anti-this or an anti-that?  For me, the issue, 
Guy, is what they do with that.  So, if a teacher doesn’t-uh, believe the holocaust never 
happened or thinks it’s widely exaggerated, if that teacher teaches mathematics and keeps 

Edited by EK, Dec 2011 



Aud 271 
 
Side A Radio Program: The David Berner Show, featuring an interview with Guy Saffold 
(Executive Vice President) re Education Court Case - February 10 
 
his lunatic opinions to himself, I don’t, fine, go ahead, teach mathematics.  The moment 
that teacher takes a captive group of young people and starts preaching insanity, or 
preaching his particular viewpoint, which has nothing to do with mathematics, then I 
think we have to say, ‘Excuse me, I’m not sure you belong in this classroom.’  So, has, is 
the College ever, has the College ever said to you, ‘Can you assure us that your teachers, 
who are going to be teaching about the life of a mosquito in a science class, aren’t 
suddenly going to start screaming and yelling about homosexuality?’ (chuckles) 
 
GS: Well, in a sense, we wish the College would ask us for that assurance.  The-uh, their 
own investigating body found that there was not a problem with our students.  We’ve 
been graduating for-uh, the public school classroom since-uh, 1985; they serve all across 
the province in various places.  When the courts-uh, looked at this, they said that the 
evidence the College of Teachers had was that our student behaved in a manner that’s 
consistent with the standards of Canadian community that is respectful in the classroom, 
and there was no evidence to show otherwise.  They did have a concern, but they turned 
us down on the basis of their concern, but it was an unsupported concern.  They had 
evidence saying that the concern, did not-uh, was not necessary, that our students worked 
well, but they still had the concern and so they denied our program. 
 
DB: [pause] Uh, it gets into some real subtle issues because we have, in this article, one 
of the students saying, at your school saying she, she wouldn’t display a bias against a 
gay student because “Christ never shunned sinners.”  So, [laughs] there’s a, there’s a 
student who put her foot in her mouth, you know, because what she’s saying is ‘I 
wouldn’t show a bias against someone, but, I do believe in my heart that someone is a 
sinner.’  Uh uh uh it’s-uh, it’s hard to-- it’s hard to not display that. 
 
GS: It can be.  Teachers-uh, in our classrooms are, are faced with this dilemma all the 
time.  You have a teacher who’s an atheist and they have a Muslim student.  You have a 
teacher who’s a Christian and they have a homosexual student who has some other view.  
You have a teacher who’s uh, Japanese and they have-uh, or a teacher’s Jewish and they 
have a German student.  Um, our campus principle is that you need to show love and 
respect for people at all times.  Uh, we would have, for example, a different view of the 
morality of homosexual behaviour, but we’re all people together.  Uh, one of our 
principles is a, a very firm belief in what I call, what we call human dignity.  You and I 
may have different religious views, we may have — who knows what we differ on, um, 
politics, politics, religion, morality — but we’re both people. 
 
DB: And we’re going to respect each other. 
 
GS: That’s the point.  And-uh, can, you can ask it this way: can a homosexual teacher 
respect a Christian student in the classroom?  We’d say absolutely yes, and we think the 
other is possible.  It does require learning how to do that in an appropriate way. 
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DB: Alright, we’re going to get into all of that, we’re going to take all your calls right 
after this.  Bear with us.  Pat Markny (??) is next with the news headlines to 8:30 here on 
CKNW 98; we are BC’s news leader and the debate is open in a minute and a half.  Stay 
on 98. 
 
(commercials) [24:18-28:16] 
 
DB: Alright Guy Saff-, I’m going to do this again, I’m going to call you Guy Scaffold 
[laughs] 
 
GS: Well, I’ll say it, Saffold. 
 
DB: Guy Saffold, Guy Saffold is our guest.  He is the Executive Vice President of Trinity 
Western University and they are now being taken to Supreme Court on appeal by the BC 
College of Teachers who say that because they ask their students to abstain from, among 
others things, gay sex, they shouldn’t have the right to teach your children.  Now, let me 
put my cards on the table and then I’m going to go on, go to the callers.  Um-uh, my 
cards are these, I’m not a Christian, I’m a Jew and I’m not even particularly a practising 
Jew and-uh, and I happen to be very open about-uh, people’s sexuality – it’s their choice, 
it’s not their choice, I mean it’s who they are.  Um, and, um, as long as people aren’t-uh, 
you know, harming and disempowering others, who you sleep with is your business.  
Having said that—so I don’t particularly-uh, sympathise or feel any resonance for, for 
what you’re asking your students, but that’s what you’re asking them, that’s fine with me.  
They’re, they’re signing an agreement and they’re agreeing that this is what they’re going 
to do.  I think the College is dead wrong, I think the College is way off base here. Uh, 
unless there’s some proof, Guy, that your, your students are going to get in front of a 
[stutter] classroom and discredit themselves by ranting and raving, or [stutter]—I don’t 
know why your students should be not allowed to teach school, I mean, I I I just don’t get 
it. 
 
GS: Well, that’s certainly what we feel.  The, the actual evidence is that they will behave 
appropriately in the classroom.  The principle that we teach is that you’ve got to respect 
the human dignity of everyone regardless of who they are.  Uh, and-uh, if there were 
occasional incidents, as there are with teachers all across the province, the College of 
Teachers has set up to handle those problems through a discipline procedure. 
 
[31:01] 
DB: Yeah.  Alright, let’s pick up some calls and see how the rest of the world feels.  
Langley, hello Kirk. 
 
Kirk: Yes, first of all I’d like to uh-uh, offer support to you and I think-uh, its great that 
we have an alternative type of university and I agree with most of the things you’re 
saying, but I’m a little bit confused.  First of all, um, how does the— 
 

Edited by EK, Dec 2011 



Aud 271 
 
Side A Radio Program: The David Berner Show, featuring an interview with Guy Saffold 
(Executive Vice President) re Education Court Case - February 10 
 
[30:26] 
 

[End Side A] 
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