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OUTLINE 

I. Birth and Childhood 

II. Mother’s Death 

III. Father’s Death 

IV. Meets future Husband – wedding 

V. Marriage and Ministries 

VI. Perry’s Death – Children 

VII. Death and Dying 
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The Life of Verna Havens 

Verna Doner was born in Zealandia, Saskatchewan, and was described by 

both her mother and father as a solace.  Myrtle, two years old had died just before 

Verna was born.  From her mother’s diary we read: “God gave me Verna, a 

beautiful healthy baby to comfort my heart after he took Myrtle to be with 

himself.”  From her father’s diary we discover: “Verna is such a comfort to me 

since the Lord took Mother to be with himself.”1

Verna grew up as a member of a Christian family in Kindersley, Sask.2  

Her folks owned a farm there so very early in life she was influenced by farming 

culture, in fact, she has fond memories of her childhood on the farm. 

The sedentary lifestyle of farming offered many experiences for Verna, 

and as she got older she can recall chores she had to do on the farm, such as 

operating the horse wagon, the binder, and she even stacked hay.  Also, during 

this recall there were a number of lighter chores like milking cows, which she 

never did, and the churning of butter in a big barrel, which she did do. 

Although Verna was kept busy on the farm, she was a person who liked to 

read.  She read everything she could get her hands on and sometimes she would 

even sneak off behind the barn and read.  Verna didn’t know why she liked to 

read, she thinks she might have picked it up from her parents. 

Verna’s reading ability and desire to learn were platforms from which she 

could enjoy her school experience. 
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Verna can recall a few events of which she was a part of.  First, when she 

was in grade eight there was a competition between school districts for the highest 

grades, and she came in first.  She was very happy about this.  Secondly, she 

remembers her first boy friend and how they would walk the two and half mile 

trip to school and back every school day. 

In relation with what Verna has just told us above is a digression about a 

family reunion she went to in Sask.  While she there she met the younger brother 

of her first boyfriend.  She said it was really interesting, because he told her things 

she hadn’t thought of in years, such as, “the thing I remember most about you is 

that you were the best ball player at school”. 

After we had discussed this present day event we again drifted back into 

the past and she introduced me to her mother and father, of whom I was very 

curious.  It seems that her mother and father passed away while she was still fairly 

young. 

Her mother and father had gone to a convention of some kind in a 

neighboring town, and while there her mother contacted what we would diagnose 

as pneumonia, thus returning home very ill. 

While at school the next day, Verna was called home suddenly, but by the 

time she arrived her mother had passed away.  In those days it was customary to 

keep the coffin in the deceased home until the burial.  This was a very stressful 

situation for Verna, “she remembers standing by her mothers side saying its 

alright mom, you’re safe now” and in doing so remembers feelings of loneliness. 

Verna was about 16 at this time and as most young people she was 
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searching for identity.  This identity struggle lasted for a period of four years.  In 

this time she fell away from the Lord and experienced many feelings of 

frustration and anxiety.  However, unknown to her, her sisters were praying for 

her because they knew what she was going through, moreover God worked a 

miracle in Verna’s life that brought her back to the Lord. 

During this period Verna had started high school and upon completion 

“She attended Prairie Bible Institute in Three Hills Alberta.”3  While studying 

there, more major changes took place in Verna’s life.  First, her father died.  This 

event took place in a hospital in Sask.  He went in for some minor surgery, so she 

went to see him.  When she left he was doing fine, however two days later he died 

due to surgical complications. 

While attending Bible school, “Verna met a man from Topeka Kansas 

whom she would later marry, Perry Havens.”4

The wedding took place in June 1934, at P.B.I.  Later, the couple moved 

to Lethbridge with their two children, Roland and Marilyn.  They moved again to 

King’s Garden in Seattle before moving to the Fraser Valley.5  [Handwritten note: 

Perry arrived at TWC Campus - Oct. 1961.  Verna - March 1962.] 

The wedding and the coming of the children were big events in Verna’s 

life.  However, the Lord came before Perry and her children.  This really says a 

lot about her dedication and service to the Lord.  In fact dedication and service are 

character qualities which Verna now displays as we progress. 

After many years together, “The both of them started to travel doing 

mission work.  Their travels took them through the U.S., and 

Note that the audio recording these notes are apparently based on is not in the TWU Archives’ holdings 
Retyped by archives student assistant Keharn Yawnghwe (keeping original notation), February 16, 2007 



Verna Havens, by Bob Fleet (1980) 5

then into Canada.  It was at this time that they got involved with T.J.C.  When the 

faithful Havens moved to Langley to help set up the Christian College on a small 

farm, “Calvin Hansen, the first President of T.J.C., tells from his book, “The Raw 

Edge of Faith”, that Perry and Verna Havens, “stalwarts of the College from its 

inception, were there to help us,” a quotation which describes an important 

characteristic of the Havens, - their willingness to serve.6

 This serving characteristic is seen clearly in the Haven’s moreso [sic] to 

each other.  Verna reminisces about how Perry would sing popular Love songs to 

her and exchange her name for the name in the Love song.  She also can recall 

how they would sing together at home and at church.  Their serving each other 

turned their marriage into a wonderful love affair which lasted until the death of 

Perry. 

This event was the latest for Verna and at first she didn’t know how she 

would make it on her own, but the Lord interceded for her and brought her 

through and she is grateful for his love.  However, Verna still had hard times, in 

fact, she said that when she found her husband on the floor of his office she 

wanted to lay down besides him and die because she loved him so dearly, and 

knew she would miss him a lot. 

Months following Perry’s death Verna was still wavering under the stress 

which the death brought. At one of her weaker moments she happened to mention 

to Pastor Stan Nelson that she had nothing more to live for.  Stan mildly rebuked 

her and told her that she had a lot to live for and that the Lord still had a mission 

for her.  She also mentioned that above statement to her children one day and they
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said “Oh but you have us to live for,” and by saying this they managed to rescue 

her once again from despair. 

Another great event in Verna’s life is the idea of her children and how 

they love the Lord.  When she speaks of the accomplishments the Lord has 

brought about she almost cries.  You can see that she really loves and 

acknowledges the Lord for all He has done. 

In our conversation we also talked about some of the important things in 

her life today, and she began to list them.  First, she commented on how much she 

appreciated the little things that people did for her and how much people 

appreciate them in return.  Secondly, her husband, and how she wished to be with 

him in heaven because she realizes how great it will be with our Lord.  Thirdly, 

the Lord’s coming and how having a good attitude towards it is most important.  

Fourthly, that those she loves must be ready to meet the Lord, “Because she does 

not know how she would handle it if a loved one died without knowing the Lord.” 

As the time came to an end I raised the question of death and dying.  She 

said that she was looking forward to it, unless the Lord comes first.  Verna said 

that when it is time to go she wants to die without pain, if possible, and that she 

didn’t want to be kept alive by any artificial life machine because the “Bible says 

to depart and go to the Lord is much better.” 

In closing Verna said that the Lord has blessed her with many experiences 

and friends, and if she had to go through it all again she would because she knows 

“God has not promised skies away [always?] blue. 

Flower strewn pathways all our lives through. 
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God hasn’t promised peace without pain. 

Joy without sorrow!” 

Let us take heed and believe in the words of the old and wise and especially in the 

Word of God. 

 

[Please Note: The original document contains numbered references to 

footnotes or endnotes which are not actually found in the document. 

- Keharn Y.] 
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