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[Side A] 
 

Speaker 1: The next three chapels are really sponsored for us by the Staley Foundation.  The  

Staley Foundation is a private American foundation that is devoted to bringing outstanding 

Christian leaders, both because of their Christian commitments and their intellectual capabilities, 

to colleges and universities across Canada and the United States.  And so, each year we are 

privileged to have one of these distinguished lecturers, guests, and Christian come to our 

campus.   

 

This year our choice is Dr. Lynn Buzzard, who is a professor of Law at Campbell University in 

North Carolina.  He received his undergraduate degree from Duke University, a master of 

divinity degree from also Duke but the divinity school, and then his doctorate jurisprudence from 

De Paul University College.  For most of his time however, before he was involved in being an 

academic, he spent it as the director of the Christian Legal Society in the United States, an 

organization that brings Christian lawyers from all across the United States together to work on 

behalf of the Lord Jesus Christ in the field of law.  And this is connected as well with the Center 

for Law and Religious Freedom where he spent time as director.   

 

He is going to be speaking to us in our three chapels on the subjects today, Planting the Flag, 

tomorrow Religion and Law, and on Wednesday Christian Values and Public Life; and he has 

had lots of experience in all of those areas.  For those of you who are particularly interested in 

Church-State relations, he is going to be speaking in Dr. Birkenshaw’s class at 3:10 on Church-

State Relations, and that meets in the Neufeld Science Center in room 37. You are all welcome 

and that is this afternoon.   

 

I have a particular privilege at being able to welcome Dr. Buzzard because we have shared our 

concern for Christian legal matters in Canada for many years when we have been joint speakers 

at the Christian Legal Fellowship.  And what struck me more than anything else was the power 

of his oratory to explain, in terms that are unforgettable, a Christian message.  Approximately 15 

years ago, we were at a conference at which Dr. Buzzard led a devotion on Ephesians chapter 

one.  The four points that he made in that devotion, I have never forgotten, and I could never 

read Ephesians one without them coming to my mind.  We hear many speakers, not many of 

whom are as memorable as someone like Dr. Buzzard. Will you welcome me, with me, Dr. Lynn 

Buzzard? 

 

[short unintelligible exchange between speakers] 

 

Dr. Lynn Buzzard: I wonder afterwards, if you could give me those four points again, I don’t 

remember what they were [chuckle].  Uh, I uh, I suspect you may have wondered about the 

name.  You did hear correctly, it is Buzzard.  After all with, B-U-Z-Z-A-R-D, what else can you 

do with it?  Uhh, I do have people however, as I travel around some often try to, uh, make it 

more sophisticated.  And I get introduced as, uh, as Dr. Buzzard [buh-zaard].  I think a buh-

zaard is a rich French buzzard of some kind.  Actually, I was a pastor before I was a lawyer and 

as a pastor, the name Buzzard was kind of a handicap.  You can imagine you go to the hospital or  
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something and they say, “Buzzard’s here”.  You know it’s just not really encouraging to people.  

When I became a lawyer, I felt a lot better about the name.  

I want this morning to kind of put this whole issue of Christian engagement with public life in a 

sort of biblical frame of reference.  And I’d like to do it from a character in the Old Testament 

who’s I think perhaps one of the strangest figures that appears on the pages of scripture.  So 

strange, that in fact some secular commentators have suggested that he was crazy.  I’m reminded 

of a poster I once saw that said ‘in a world of fugitives those who go another direction may 

appear to run away.’ [5:00] Now in that sense, perhaps Ezekiel was crazy because he went in a 

different direction from his culture, just like the Soviet Union found it necessary to label those 

that resisted the state as crazy, and often put them in mental institutions.  So any society is likely 

to label those who refuse to bow to its idols as crazy.  And perhaps in that sense this Old 

Testament character was.  It’s Ezekiel that I’m referring to, a book in the Bible that perhaps most 

people know very little about.  In fact, at least in America, all that the average church person 

knows about Ezekiel is caught up in two little songs.  Anybody know what one of them is?  

What’s a little song they know about the Book of Ezekiel. 

 

[Person in Crowd shouts response] 

 

Dr. Buzzard: The Dry Bones  (sings) Them bones, them bones, them dry bones— You know 

that…If you think about that song, it seems to me there’s some bones missing, you know the 

thing wouldn’t stand.  But the song about them bones, them bones, them dry bones, like bone 

connected to the whatever it was, the shin bone or something.  That’s one of the songs, what’s 

the other one?  Ezekiel saw the wheel way up in the middle of the air.  In fact, that song comes 

directly from the first chapter of Ezekiel.  And from a vision Ezekiel has,  which is the 

precondition for Ezekiel’s whole ministry.  Ezekiel is called, but before Ezekiel is to say a word, 

God says to Ezekiel, “sit down and watch. I want you to see something.”  

 

Now you can’t understand Ezekiel without understanding something of the historical context.  

The Babylonians had come into Jerusalem and had taken political control, hauled the cream of 

the crop, the lawyers and others, off to Babylon, and set them up by the river Chebar. Ezekiel 

was one of them.  They put their puppet king on the throne, but the people in Jerusalem kind of 

egged the puppet king along and said ‘look, why don’t we rebel against those Babylonians?  

Stand up for yourself, be a man!’  And so pretty soon the king sent a “fax” to Babylon and said 

‘We don’t recognize your sovereignty anymore, we’re in charge here.’  And the Babylonian king 

said, ‘enough is enough.  Go and wipe them out’.  And so the Babylonian army came to 

Jerusalem and surrounded the city.  And in classic ancient warfare, laid siege to the city, and it 

was a terrible time for anyone in the city of Jerusalem.  In fact, we know from the description of 

what was going on that people began to starve.  There may have been some forms of 

cannibalism.  As the people walked the walls of the city and saw the Babylonian army waiting to 

come in and totally destroy it.   

 

It was however not only a military crisis for Israel.  Far more than the question of being captured 

by an enemy.  It was a theological problem, because the people in Jerusalem began to say, 

‘Surely God will not let the Babylonians beat us up.  We’re God’s people.  Okay we haven’t  
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been faithful, we haven’t lived like we ought, but after all we’re his people.  You know, he’s 

going to have to protect us.’  And yet, they began to look out and when all this came to pass, that 

city set on a hill that David could sing about would lay in ruins. [10:00] And that holy of holies 

in the temple, profaned.  Every single symbol of Israel’s faith would be in ruins.  Most would be 

killed, a few hauled off in ignominious captivity to a foreign land.  And the theological question 

was, ‘Where is God, when my world is falling apart?  Why isn’t God saving us?  Can God get to 

Babylon?  If he is LORD Jehovah, if he is mighty God, where is he?’  Ezekiel is told to go and tell 

the people, ‘you’re gonna be destroyed.’   

 

But before Ezekiel can deliver that message he has to see this vision in the first chapter of 

Ezekiel.  Now if you read that first chapter, it’s an incredible sort of story.  I took the text one 

time to an artist and I said to the artist, “I’d like you to paint me a picture of this thing described 

in the first chapter of Ezekiel.  And I didn’t hear from her and I didn’t hear from her, and I called 

her up and you know the first time, ‘I’m working on it, I’m working on it, I’m going to get to it’ 

and finally she said ‘You know, what is it?  I can’t paint it until I know what it is.’  The text talks 

about this vision in symbolic and complex language.  I won’t read the entire section but listen to 

some of this:  “And I looked and behold a whirlwind came out of the north a great cloud and 

afire unfolding it in brightness was all about it.  Out of the midst of it like the color of amber.  

Also in the midst of it came the likeness of four living creatures.  And this was their appearance, 

they had the likeness of a man and everyone had four faces and everyone had four wings, and 

their feet were straight feet and the soul of their feet like the soul of a calf’s foot.  They had the 

hands of a man under their wings on their four sides.  Their wings were joined one to another.  

As for the likeness of their faces the four had the face of man, the face of a lion on the right side 

and the four the face of an ox on the left, they four also the face of an eagle.”  Skipping down 

some other verses: “And as for the likeness of the living creatures their appearance was like 

burning coals of fire like appearances of lamps.”  On down further: “Now as I beheld the living 

creatures behold one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures with its four feet faces.  The 

appearance of the wheel and their work was like the color of a beryl.  The appearance of their 

work was as if it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel.  As for the rims, they were so high, they 

were dreadful. And the rims were full of eyes. And when the living creatures went the wheels 

went by them.  And when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth the wheels were 

lifted up.  Wherever the spirit was to go they went. There was their spirit to go and the wheels 

were lifted up.”  Skipping down even further. “And above the firmament that was over their 

heads was the likeness of a throne.  Like the appearance of a sapphire stone and upon the 

likeness of the throne was the likeness of the appearance of a man above it.  Like the appearance 

of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain so was the appearance of the brightness around 

it.  This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.  And when I saw it I fell on 

my face.”   

 

What was it?  What was it that was so important that before this man can go and deliver the 

Word of God to a nation about to fall into ruin that Ezekiel must see it?  This is not 

entertainment.  This is not a night before you go off to battle sort of entertainment.  Life’s going 

be tough, your headed off into the army go out and have a good time tonight go to a show.  This 

was God’s gift to Ezekiel, which if he understood it would enable Ezekiel to faithfully bear  
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God’s word and if he didn’t get it, he’d never make it.  [15:00] There have actually been secular 

books that written about what this was. One famous book said it was a flying saucer.  In fact, the 

title of that book was, what, anybody read it?  Remember, fifteen years ago?  Chariot of the 

God’s.  And in fact that is in a sense right.  Because if you look behind all the fancy accessories, 

what Ezekiel is shown is exactly what every Israelite would have seen when they got on the 

walls of the city and looked out and saw the Babylonian army.  It’s a chariot.  A rococo chariot 

to be sure, I mean it’s got some incredible little do-dads on it, but it is a chariot.  Now what’s the 

significance of seeing a chariot?  The text tells us that this chariot comes out of the storm from 

the North and that’s a biblical symbol of evil the North and the storm.  Right in the midst of the 

storm in this crisis in this tragedy comes this chariot.  And sitting on the chariot is a throne and 

on the throne is the likeness of God and this chariot goes wherever it will.  Wherever the spirit 

goes, it will go.  It moves to and fro throughout all the earth.  And if I was writing the Living 

Bible, I would say the message of this chariot is God is portable.  God is mobile.  You see people 

of Jerusalem, people of Israel you have thought that God was sort of down there in the temple.  

The average Jew in the pew probably if someone asked ‘where God lived?’ would have said, 

“Well you go down to the bagel shop, hang a left and its right down there, the big building and 

you can’t go in the center part but he’s in there.  That’s sort of popular religion probably for a lot 

of Jews.   

 

The prophets might have talked of the universality of God, but the average Jew was so confined, 

had such a small notion of God that when the symbols of faith began to fall, when the 

institutional props for their religion fell apart, when the prayer breakfast quit, they had no faith 

anymore.  And Ezekiel: “until you have a vision of God that goes beyond the institutional props, 

and, the cultural machinery. Until, your God is more than just the temple and the rituals. Until 

your God is on a chariot that moves throughout all the earth, that will be in Babylon before you 

get there, that God is sovereign over all creation, you’ve got nothing to say to a hurting people.”  

 

Now it seems to me that for many American Christians anyway and, I suspect there are similar 

patterns here, you’ll have to do your own translating, that for a long time American culture and 

aspects of it supported, blessed, Christian ideas, principles. Many American institutions were not 

incompatible at least with much of Christian faith. And suddenly at the last couple of generations 

we’ve seen those institutions fall apart.  We’ve seen the culture no longer sustaining and 

nurturing and supporting and valuing Christian principles.  We’ve seen whole major aspects of 

public life dominated far more by hedonistic paganism than any Christian notion.  And how easy 

it is to wring our hands and say “Oh my goodness, what’s happening to God?”  Our God, 

perhaps, like Ezekiel’s, is far too small.  We must have some understanding of God that goes 

beyond the cultural and institutional manifestations of any particular age.   

 

[19:57]This notion of God, on a chariot, moving throughout all the earth, I think is a kind of 

parallel concept to what we declare in the Christian community, “Jesus Christ is LORD.”  Now 

that term ‘LORD’ has somehow become distorted in much of our theology.  For most people the 

term Lord is a term of endearment.  The ‘dear Lord Jesus’ and I don’t mean to make fun of 

people who talk that way, but as a matter of the meaning of the word, the word, LORD has 

nothing to do with that idea.  The word LORD κύριος is cognate to some other words that may  
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give us a clue: Caesar Kaiser, Czar.  None of whom were noted for sweetness.  What are Kaisers 

and Caesars and Czars noted for? Authority! Dominion! And when the early church said, Jesus 

Christ is Lord, they were not saying Jesus loves them, though they believed that too.  Roman 

Caesar didn’t care if a bunch of people wanted to get together down at someone’s house and say 

that they were going to heaven when they died.  Caesar didn’t care if a bunch of people wanted 

to compose some gospel song and sing it, and he didn’t care whether their hands were raised, 

clapping or sitting on them, he didn’t care.  What Caesar cared about was that nobody else says 

that they are the sovereign of the universe, that all things are subject to them and not Rome.  And 

when the early church said “Jesus Christ is Lord”, they were saying “No Caesar, you’re not-

you’re not Lord”.  I sat in a small church in Romania, before the changes, with the Romanian 

Secret Police following us around and right there on the front of the church was the saying 

“Jesus Christ is Lord” and the Romanians, the government, had no idea what it meant to declare 

“Jesus Christ is Lord.”   

 

Now you see what part of the tragedy of western Christendom and particularly in America, and I 

suspect in Canada, is that we have often forgotten that notion of the lordship of Christ over every 

arena of life, and have had a reductionist Christianity which has affected and dealt only with our 

sort of spiritual life, what we have defined as the spiritual.  And we have built our religious 

institutions and our Christian bookstores and our gospel songs, and the world has gone to hell 

around us.  The culture is falling apart.  It’s almost as if some corrupt contract had been made, at 

least in the early American context, in which government came to the Christians and said, “Look, 

why don’t we make a deal?  Here’s the deal.  We the culture, the government, we will give you, 

let’s see, we’ll give you prayer.  We’re going to let you, we’re not going to interfere with prayer, 

you get prayer.  You get Gospel music.  We’ll give you gospel music.  We’ll give you Sunday 

morning 11-12, except during the NFL season.  I tell you we got one other wonderful thing we’re 

going to give you, we’re going to give you everything after you die.  You get all eternal life 

questions.”  And the church said, “Hey, great, wonderful, we like that. Those are our things! Can 

we get prayer meetings on Wednesday night?”  “Sure, go ahead, you can have them.  Now of 

course if we are going to give you those things, then of course you need to kind of stay out of our 

business.  You stay out of Science.  You stay out of the Arts.  You stay out of Drama.  You stay 

out of History.  You stay out of Education.  You stay out of Philosophy.  You stay in your place 

and we’ll stay in ours.  And the Christian community said, “Wonderful deal!  They’ll leave us 

alone.” [24:55]  And we are paying the price for that deal today; because, it denied the very core 

principle, that there is no arena of human life that is not subject to the Lordship of Christ. And 

that Christians have a responsibility as much for what goes on in the Public School system or the 

sanitary district or the Arts or Philosophy or Science or Drama or Music as much as for what 

goes on in their Wednesday night prayer group. But we have sold that heritage off.  And I’ve 

seen it in Law, where major Christian colleges actually discourage people from thinking about 

careers in Government or Law.  They were delighted and excited to have people declare they 

were going to be a missionary.  But if a student said they were thinking about law it would be 

very likely that someone would call them aside and counsel them about entering this dangerous 

world.  How many of you have ever seen an evangelical service in which the invitation is given 

for someone to be a lawyer for Jesus.  I haven’t seen that one.  We have lost the dynamic of the 

Lordship of Christ.  And our culture is giving away its values.  A Russian legislator said to me a  
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couple of years ago, “I believe America is trying to give away what Russia is trying to find.”  

And part of that is that we forget the Lordship of Christ extends into every arena.   

 

Some years ago I was standing in London, just, the first time I went to London, I had only one 

day to sort of tour.  So I saw the outside of many famous buildings, and the inside of none.  And 

as I was running around I came to the Church Missionary Society.  Some of you who know 

missionary history know the great involvement of that Anglican mission group in sending 

mission groups to India and other parts of the world.  And an image came to mind as I stood 

outside there and thought about the people that had left from there to go out into the world.  And 

the image of all my grade school studies as an American student.  And in America when you go 

to grade school they are always giving you these maps of the colonies and you are supposed to 

show where all the explorers and discoverers went, you know, the land they checked out.  And to 

a little grade school kid, these are all English people.  You know De Soto, Pizarro, they were all 

English, and you color them in and they went around.  And one of my images was one of these 

pilgrims stepping off a boat at Plymouth. And they step out on the land and they take a great flag 

and they put it in the ground and they say “We claim this land for the King of England.”  Now 

that’s a pretty gutsy act.  Given there is only about 20-30 of them and surrounded by Indians.  

And if they were very smart one of the pilgrims might have whispered to another one “and when 

he wants the land he better come and get it, because we can’t do much about it.”  Now there was 

something exciting and audacious to plant that flag and say “this land belongs to the king of 

England” even though surrounded by the reality that seems to say the opposite.  Now there is a 

spiritual sense, and I want to conclude with this point, that that is exactly what we as Christians 

are to do.  We step into arenas, to Science, and Drama, and Music, and Law, and Government 

and the Arts and into Philosophy, not just our prayer meetings.  And we plant the flag and say 

“the lordship of Christ says this land belongs to God, and we will bear witness of his lordship in 

this sphere.”  And like those pilgrims, you are surrounded by the enemy and you may have to 

say, “And Lord when you want it fully, you’re going to have to come and help because I can’t do 

this all myself.”  But I’m prepared to say that Jesus Christ is Lord of all.  And it is with that 

conviction that we claim that Law and public life must be an arena in which Christians act with 

integrity and commitment. Join me in prayer: 

 

Father I thank you -- that you are not only Lord of our secret life, of our personal life, not only 

Lord of prayer and Christians songs, but Lord of all creation. That you are sovereign and on a 

throne that moves throughout all the earth. That there is no force, no storm, out of which, you do 

not come, moving where the spirit will.  I pray that that vision that Ezekiel had which was able to 

sustain him in ministry of the crisis of Israel can sustain us as we declare Jesus Christ is Lord.  

Amen. [31:07] 
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[Side B] 

 

[Side B is a different speaker than side A. The recording begins in mid-sentence. Speaker is 

unidentified] 

 

[The tape begins in mid-sentence]  

great structural vision do it.  Those of us, uh, I feel myself much more of a landscaper than an 

earthmover, that is, I seek to touch relationships with grace.  I seek to try to build small 

communities of caring in a Department of English like I am in, where I know a group of 

Christian scholars who are supportive of each other; and, exploring -- people who are exploring 

the faith who in turn are in contact with.  

 

When I was teaching school, I felt as though it was my job to make that as humane an 

environment as I possibly could for those students. And my wonderful husband whom you have 

I’m sure by now have gathered is a very unusual human being uh and who uh, Tom Harkey? 

must live a very “interrupted life” [laughs], also taught school with me. We taught school 

together, job-shared for a number of years. And he was the one who showed me how inhumane 

most classrooms were, that all the rest of the world had, every place everybody else who has a 

working place had nice desks and potted plants and teachers worked in bare shelved rooms and 

sat at little wee tiny cramped desks.  And I remember being amazed at him as he went and 

bought himself a great big oak executive desk.  I mean a big one, like you have in a CEO’s 

office. And he put it in the front of his classroom with pride and joy, and this is where I worked. 

And then he got a great big swivel back chair, a great big one, just like you have if you had a big 

company.  And he said, “I want this classroom to represent business-like attitude reflecting a 

warmth of  humanity and, it first has to be good for me to be there.”  

 

[2:00] So take the big desk, take the big swivel chair. And then he had all the desks moved out 

the room and bought a chesterfield, plants, lamps for the back of the room; so, that was a reading 

area And, had tables built particularly constructed for our classroom; so, that they would either 

form a lovely shaped-- we had-- they were lovely shaped tables. Like this, I have to show you, 

they were shaped like that; so that, they could lock together around the room in a forum shape, 

which is my favourite room space for teaching-- like this where everybody can see each other. 

Or else, you can take those tables and put them together, like this, enough of you are teachers 

that it’s worth t showing you this, to make hexagons for small group work. And you could work 

either with your sub-groups around the little tables; or, you could work in the large round in a 

forum shape. And the room became such a joy, that it was hard to get students to leave at the end 

of the period ha ha, dreamer (laughs) no. That’s good, really good, and human and _____?? free. 

 

[2:58] That’s landscaping, that’s taking one small space, and saying I’m here, God has placed me 

here, how can I make it a lovely environment for people to grow in and change in and develop 

and learn in. I challenge you, I think every single one of us can be landscapers, even if only some 

of us, will ever be called to be earthmovers. 

 

[3:17] Its almost time for us to take a break. I would like, if you have written out questions, that 

you would like me to address and let me take a minute or two to have those ready. And then I  
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would again ask if some people at the end of the rows, if you would be so kind as just to move 

through and pick those up for me and once the pickers uppers could pass them. Here’s a quick 

one. Make it, make it ten minutes so that I answer a few questions before I start the 

session._____?? 

 

[3:40-3:42 these seconds are in audible] 

 

[3:42] I don’t know how to judge the sense of intense “threateness” that came upon the 

Evangelical establishment during that period of time; so, I hate to judge what people have done 

in their generation. I do think that the legacy of it was largely negative. In the sense of having 

drawn us back out of engagement with ideas. And yet, I suppose as a child of that kind of 

fortress mentality having to relearn how to engage my society, I could wish we had never moved 

into an “out” position. I think we would have had a better influence at the table in our nation; if, 

we continued as we were historically in Canada as an identical viable voice. The whole 

education system of Ontario; for instance, was set up by Egerton Ryerson who was a strong 

Methodist. The impact of Evangelical and very solidly based Catholicism, on the whole of the 

Government of Canada as a nation, cannot be overstated. And so, I think it is rather too bad, that 

we kind of caught the virus from American fundamentalism. And, for those of you who are 

Americans here forgive me [laughs], there it is again. But the fact is, that quite often we do this; 

we allow an analysis of things from South of the border to then colour our Canadian expression, 

when maybe we’re in quite a different cultural context.  

 

[5:05] And I’d like to see a lot more indigenous thought. I feel that way about the church-growth 

movement.  I feel that way about the performance-based worship movement. I feel that way 

about all kinds of models we import, that I feel are not suitable for the Canadian cultural climate. 

And, which I wonder why we are always running to look for those models elsewhere, simply 

because we seem to lack the courage and creativity to develop them ourselves, in a way that is 

fruitful in our culture. So that’s the brief answer on that one.  

 

[5:36]Question: “You have emphasized intellectual Christians’ space (??) and role in society 

how do you see the Arts role in Art, Music and Drama or Drama. Christians seem to fear these 

forms in secular world and try to make clear divisions, Christian music versus secular music and 

so on?” It’s a huge discussion, I think we both have, some work I think some of you are doing 

collaborative projects in this field of the Arts; and, I’m hoping to get a subsection of this next 

hour to talk about how we sing our songs in a strange land. How do we apply our creative vision 

in the Arts.  

 

[6:09] I just want to say that I believe that all truth is God’s truth; all gifts are God’s gifts. And, 

as we seek ways to use them for his glory in our culture, if all of us would identify the gifts he’s 

given; and, all of us use them for his glory, we can make a difference in all of these fields. We 

have a _____?? to allow we can’t move in these directions and I’m challenging that very 

strongly. 
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[6:31] A political question, that I am not sure that I know how to respond to, but it’s an 

interesting question. It says, “The results of the Federal election clearly illustrate that the image 

of politics in Canada has totally died, could you give some comments on this?” Now I think that 

what the question is asking is the degree to which two things have happened. One and this is the 

way I’m going to respond to this. One, that the image of the politician as a credible other, as a 

credible figure has taken a terrible beating in recent years and has to, in a sense, be rebuilt, I 

think it is very damaging to a country when it reaches the point where it can no longer esteem 

anybody it elects. And as soon as we elect people, we start treating them very badly and treating 

them as public scapegoats. At the same time, I realize that there are maybe historic reasons why 

this has developed. The Bible says, “We are to give honour to whom honour is due.” And it 

seems, once we have elected people to office, if we’re going to have any kind of democracy 

that’s going to work at all, we have to give them the esteem that is due those who are given that 

position. I realize that there might be some people; who, lose that esteem because they have 

gambled it away. But I think the base point, the starting point, is that once we have elected 

people we should pray for them. God’s word enjoins us to pray for kings and all those in 

authority and we should give honour to them unless they prove themselves unworthy of it. And 

when we are unsatisfied with their government we have a perfect right to do what happened in 

this last election. We can change the government. But I think it shouldn’t be abusively nor 

abusive of, the persons in government. I think that is un-Christian, and anti--I don’t think we’ll 

accomplish any goals that will make for a good society. In the end, good people will not run for 

office. What happens is, if we become a totally cynical society, good people will refuse to run for 

office. And you have the situation of the parable in the book of Judges where the trees try to 

choose a leader. And the cedar’s too busy being a wood tree, and the fig tree’s too busy being a 

fig tree and so the bramble brush says then “I’ll be your leader”, and fire comes out of the 

bramble and destroys the forest. I think that’s an example of what happens when we treat with 

such ill esteem those who risk themselves in public leadership. 

 

[8:47] The second thing that I think happens in terms of the image of political parties is that with 

both the constitutional referendum and this election, the public people virtually told the media 

elite that they did not understand where they were at. And that they would vote as they pleased, 

regardless of how many people in Toronto told them something else. And I think there was 

actually a revolt in the colonies [laughs], against being told from somewhere else how the West 

or Quebec ought to feel towards a choice. And I think that has happened, I think that creates a 

new political reality and we’re not too sure how it’s going to work out. But it is a new reality. 

And I think the thing that struck me, those of you who watched the coverage on the night of the 

election will perhaps have noticed. And I was -- that was one time I had the remote, because I 

was alone [laughs], and I was switching back and forth between CBC and CTV trying to catch 

bits of both coverage. And CBC’s Don Newman said, “well you know how it is”, as the results 

are starting to come in from Saskatchewan, “well” he said back to Peter Mansbridge “you know 

how it is in the West, when they vote one way they really vote.” And he said this after the East 

had voted 98 out of 99 seats for the Liberals. And I thought to myself, ___??? And then I flicked 

and caught Mark Sikstrom of CTV saying, from Preston Manning’s headquarters in Calgary, 

“well” he says, “here in the West, you know they don’t vote they stampede.” This is what I did, 

arghhhh [laughs].  
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[10:15] Okay next question, “Are you impressed with the means by which the Mormons 

advertise?” Those nice little clips from the Church of Latter Day Saints; yes, I think they do a 

lovely job, and somebody else who’s doing some very very nice short clips is Salvation Army. 

Some very nice vignettes, advertising that isn’t making a doctrinal statement but is creating a 

context in which to appreciate their work. And I think that those two people have somehow 

found their good means of communicating and we might want to look at some of those models.  

Well wouldn’t it be fun to keep on going; but I think we’ll call that enough questions for right 

now, and move on into the last goal here. In an hour, just think, you’ll be free, done this long 

series of discussions. 

 

[11:05] What are we going to do? What I want to do is divide this next section up into two major 

areas. “Contributing,” oh that’s the heavier pen just a minute I’ll get the thin pen, “contributing 

to the peace of the city.” And that’s a phrase out of Jeremiah, that the people who are living in 

captivity were to pray for the peace and prosperity of the city. They were to settle down and 

build homes, and they were to be a part of the peace of the city. Contributing to the peace of the 

city, which, in which I want to look at our involvement politically and economically in our 

culture. And then I want to look at telling our story, telling the truth by telling stories. And that 

will be my section on map-making which I think is one of the tasks of the artists to create maps 

of the human experience, and this will conclude my discussion. This contributing to the peace of 

the city, will conclude my discussion on earth moving and landscaping so you’ll see where I am 

going.  

[12:18] And, I think what you, I hope you’re understanding that I am seeing those as similar but 

different in degree. That there are people who move on a large scale and many of us, many of us, 

need to move on the small scale. But if we all have some sense of common vision that motion on 

two levels is going to result in changed landscapes and vision of how we can live together. 

 

[12:40] We are a part of a multi-cultural pluralistic society now, and whatever our history was of 

being a dominant culture, is no longer the case. If we are to take our place at the table of civic 

involvement, we will have to forget the attempt to impose our will or values on the majority of 

our fellow Canadians. And avoid what Os Guinness points out as, “the victim mentality” 

whenever we don’t get our way. And that’s in that book I mentioned last night No God but God. 

Os Guinness has a quite delightful chapter called “More victimized than thou” in which he offers 

the analysis that Christians pull-up feverishly to the table of civic discussion and demand that 

their way be the way it’s done and that they are the important ones. And if they don’t get their 

way they rush out and say they’re “persecuted for righteousness sake” and the world’s out to get 

them. And they have neglected just the common courtesy of negotiations of finding mutual 

solutions. And I think we have to give some careful thought to that. Well, I think we’ll have to be 

aware even we don’t go out and get victimized that there is a deep seated fear of the religious 

right. And be comfortable with positioning ourselves across the political spectrum. I don’t think 

all Christians have to vote the same way. I think that Christians can position themselves across 

an entire political spectrum, in light of their own readings of Scripture and by doing so solve the 

entire political process. And a very good friend, not a very good friend, a friend whom I know by 

reputation and have met on a number of occasions, who ran for the NDP in Northern Alberta, 

speaks of how hostile, the churches, the Evangelical churches were to him. Even though that was  
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his environment because he had chosen a political strike they didn’t like. And, I think that we 

have become much broader in our acceptance of people positioning themselves across the 

political spectrum and respecting that.  

 

[14:38] I think it should be interesting to us to see, that in the United States we are having the 

Second Southern Baptist President of stated and affirmed confirmed convictions and coming out 

the Democratic Party, which has always been the left. Not, out of the Republican which has 

always, sort of taken the lion’s share of the Conservative or religious right support. Interesting 

isn’t it? Lots of cross-overs. But I think this should help us to see that simple answers to difficult 

questions. The failures separate out the ideal from the real in attempt to define solutions, has 

sometimes marked what has been called Christian thought in the political sphere. And then in 

addition to that, one of the reasons is the fear of the “religious right” and we heard this emerge 

during the recent campaign in some comments that were made, particularly, and I’m looking for 

my, uhm, my bag, I think it doesn’t have the paper I wanted at any rate. 

 

[15:37] I’m particularly thinking of the comment which was made by Dorothy Dobbie, of the 

Progressive Conservatives. She said she was very frightened of a person of Preston Manning’s 

faith, coming into the political spectrum because she feared that his fundamentalism would make 

it so that he’d made a Canada that was uncomfortable for other people to live in. That was 

reported as flat fact by the CBC, they didn’t in any way editorialize. They read, they read, the 

Pamela Wallin introduction said, “A Progressive Conservative party candidate has today 

expressed her concern about her fear of Manning’s fundamentalism.” When I heard this, I was 

very concerned because I felt that there was a button being pushed, that was not warranted and I 

contacted Brian Stiller of the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. And, I said, “Brian did you see 

the news report, I think it’s time to move and Brian said “fair enough.” And, he wrote a letter to 

Dorothy Dobbie, a very nice letter. I’m very sorry I’m separated once again from my briefcase 

that has the letter in it. I wanted to read you what Brian had written to Dorothy Dobbie. Hang on, 

maybe I have it in this one [speaker pauses]. I think it’s in the briefcase that’s across at the RNT 

[Robert N. Thompson Building]. I now know the language down here, “‘RNT” so we’ll have to 

omit that. At any rate, Brian wrote a very courteous, very nice letter, in which he said, “when 

you speak about a person’s faith as in some way prejudicing their ability to operate in 

government, you are raising some very fundamental questions. And I think you should consider 

that there are many members of the Progressive Conservative party who are of the same religious 

background as Preston Manning and I don’t think you ever noticed that it impaired their ability 

to operate. He mentioned Jake Epp and he mention a number of names. And he said, I think that 

it is very unfair to use the language, to use a person’s religious faith against them in this kind of 

debate. And Brian Stiller also contacted the CBC, at much the same time, and said that “as 

minorities in Canada are normally given the right to self-definition and the Press normally 

respects the right of any minority to decide how they want to be spoken of. For example, if 

Canadians of physical disabilities wish to be called “challenged physically” that is their right to 

determine the terms in which the Press refers to them.” He said, “since that is the case I’d like to 

tell you that people of evangelical faith prefer to be called ‘evangelicals’ and we are asking in the 

future, use ‘fundamentals’ only to mean a particular definition, rather than a general coverage of 

the entire field of evangelicalism.” And the fact is that language has changed, did change in the  
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course of the debate. I think that a profitable intervention was made. Because, it was made 

courteously, it was made swiftly and was made in terms of the exact affront that had happened at 

that point.  

 

[18:38] We need to learn our history, remember with pride and confidence that pluralism and 

tolerance have their roots in the non-conformist traditions from which evangelical Protestantism 

springs but at the same time we must respect and carry forward its traditions of tolerance and 

freedom. We, of all people, should be invoking our own paths and encouraging a tolerant and 

free environment. This is hard to do, when we feel that fundamental human values are being 

challenged by people’s claims on rights. When we sense that rights no longer have any 

counterbalancing responsibility, and this balancing is something we need to be calling for as we 

ask ourselves, and our society the question of Micah chapter six, verse eight: “what does the 

Lord your God require?” Remember the answer, “he has told you what is good and what does the 

Lord require of you but to do justice and love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 

  

[19:35] So if we’re going to sit at the table, if we’re going to say, “look we should get out of this 

victim mentality, out of this fortress mentality, and begin to take our place at the table of 

discussion.” We have to relearn some skills we’ve forgotten, because we have been talking to 

ourselves for a long time. One, we have to learn how to build consensus. Oftentimes with groups 

with whom we may have little in common except a particular concern. For example, concerning 

reproductive technologies we may find that we have common cause with some strongly feminist 

groups whose main cause up to now has been the right of women to decide about their own 

bodies and sexual destiny. But, who now deplore the possibility of poor women being exploited 

as surrogate mothers or female fetuses being selectively aborted. And suddenly they have a 

concern about reproductive technology, with which we can make some common cause. We can 

say, “yes we share your concern about that fact(??) that’s one of the reasons we’ve always felt 

the fetus ought to have some rights as they’re balanced against the mother’s rights. And we can 

say, we can pick up where, we can see that from their different positions at some point we come 

to some kind of common ground. Find where we can build consensus rather than always trying 

to polarize every situation.  

 

[20:52] Secondly, we have to learn that the art of politics is the art of compromise of finding the 

via media, only I  know about three Latin phrases, one is this one, the other one is in loco 

parentis which is what I am all Summer with my granddaughters (laughs) okay. So, the middle 

way, the way between the polarity, and the things which fall apart, politics needs to find those 

middle grounds, not the art of polarizing, and then crushing one side by a majority ruling out the 

other. And typically, it seems to be Christian thought seemed to think that there is a right answer 

and only one right answer. Therefore, if we all pile in on it, we can make enough people that we 

can crush people who think differently from us. And we’ll never become nation builders when 

we have that kind of attitude. 

 

[21:48] What number am I on? It seems we have the learning game. Three? We have to learn to 

live in a kingdom, which is both now; the Kingdom of God is both now and not yet. And here of 

course you can hear the overtones or undertones of Reinhold Niebuhr’s exposition. We  
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understand that while the kingdom of heaven is now operative in the life of believers and as they 

seek to reach out and touch their culture, it has a final demonstration and fruition, which is yet to 

come. So that in this middle time, this time of tension in which we live there are no Utopias.  

We’re not going to find or build the Promised Land. The last time that was, well who knows 

when the last time was, we try it all the time. But I think Oliver Cromwell’s attempt in England 

to build the Puritan commonwealth as the reign of God in the kingdom of England, coming down 

to a crashing often sad conclusion, as that great dream of the Kingdom of God being fulfilled in 

political terms came to an end has left a permanent sense that we will not achieve Utopia. And 

therefore, we must consciously seek, even realizing that, we consciously seek “first the kingdom 

of God and his righteousness” in all of our decisions here and now praying, “thy kingdom come” 

recognizing that it is not yet fully realized, at the same time that we are praying “thy will be done 

on earth, as it is in heaven.” And as we pray and live out those two prayers, it seems to me we 

live constructively in that tension. It’s quite possible for us to say, oh well when Jesus comes 

back he will set everything right and then we live just to ourselves, that I think completely misses 

the call of God on us to live within our current civic situation as those who  contribute to the 

peace of the city.  

 

[23:50] Well, let me just tell you a couple of short stories. One story of a small earthmover that I 

read in the Edmonton Journal the day I was leaving and I felt thrilled to read it. It’s a story of a 

young woman who is from Christian Reformed background and some of you will know her 

name. The title, the headline article is Edmonton Journal November fourth says, “Activist leaves 

behind a safer city. It is a tribute to the tenacity of long time Reimer aide and soul mate Kathy 

Vandergrift that when she departed Edmonton for a life in our nation’s capital she left behind a 

legacy of a safer city.” Now this young woman would be only in her early thirties and she has 

been the personal aide of Mayor Jan Reimer in Edmonton, since Reimer’s election some years 

ago. “The social engineering practiced by Reimer and Vandergrift is a product of the seventies 

when no end was in sight to the growth of government programs and government spending. It is 

no small accomplishment, that given the necessary restraint of the nineties, Reimer could still 

stand before reporters Tuesday and outline the implementation of a dozen initiatives ranging 

from a School lunch program to subsidization of the sale of land for social housing. It is more 

remarkable still given that in the months following Reimer’s election as mayor, Vandergrift was 

implicated in a series of embarrassing gaffs, which threaten to permanently undermine the newly 

elected Mayor’s credibility and imperil their lofty social agenda.” And Edmontonians know 

these women got themselves into pretty hot water, especially when Jan Reimer refused to wear 

the cloak of office because it had a beaver pelt on it and offended the entire north of Canada 

[laughs] because Edmonton of course was connected with the fur trade from a very long time 

ago. So these women had some of their problems politically. “But they were ideological twin 

sisters classic bleeding heart liberals,” this author says, “who would get together, who share their 

agony over welfare moms getting their utilities cut off or horror stories about slum housing. It 

was almost inevitable that they would seek an outlet for their sharing and caring.” Then he talks 

about Vandergrift in her political undertaking and then says this, “for most of her service as 

assistant to Mayor, however Vandergrift worked diligently behind the scenes on the social 

environmental community development agenda of the Mayor.” Here too there were failures; but, 

there were more successes many of them on the list Reimer read aloud on Tuesday. Listen to  
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what this young woman activated in one city: the enforcement of minimum housing standards, 

family violence follow-up teams, and neighbourhood crime prevention safety audits, and school 

lunch child programs. The closing sentence says, “Vandergrift left Edmonton a better place.” 

Wouldn’t you love to have that said of you? Wouldn’t you love to have lived so you left a city 

and had contributed to its peace. Somebody who obviously didn’t share her political persuasion 

whatsoever had to acknowledge she had left the city a better place than she found it? That’s earth 

moving in my books. 

 

[27:00] Let me tell you a little story of landscaping. I had a young woman, good heavens, she 

was young when I was young. I have a woman friend call me, uh once or twice a week just to 

talk. She is clinically depressed and has been for almost twenty years. Uh was not able to fulfill 

her dream of having a teaching career because mental illness laid claim to her life and so she 

lives under psychiatric care and medication but manages to live independently and manages to 

live in meaningful communion in the Church, in her home Church. But this woman who you 

would look at and feel she had no gifts, you know in a sense of intellectual or personal gifts in 

lots of ways, has for the last twelve years spent every Wednesday visiting in one particular long-

term nursing care facility. She goes early in the morning and she helps people eat, she feeds 

those who need help, visits and cares for people. She was honoured as a long-term visitor. And I 

look at her and I think there is a woman who is doing landscaping. She is using the one gift she 

has which is her smile and her need to get out and communicate with people and she’s making 

life better for someone. 

 

And I tell you those two stories to challenge you. Somewhere along that continuum, you are 

going to find your place and I beg of you that you will do what God gives you to do to make this 

space, while we wait for the kingdom to come, a place where God’s will is increasingly done. 

 

[28:40] And now, I turn to one of my great loves which is talking about us as makers of maps as 

those who seek to sing the songs of the Lord in a strange land. And I’m here turning to the Arts 

and of course my great interest is Literature. So this is map-making. Some of you have spoken to 

me, have expressed your frustration at having come through the Walsh/Middelton analysis and 

then the material I gave you last night and so on, of not knowing how to apply this in certain 

environments. How are you going to apply this in the business environment? Are you going to be 

able to make a difference or are you going to have to buy into a system that you cannot fully 

endorse? And I want to say that I can’t begin to un-possible that particular question. I think that 

each of us lives in a continuous tension between the system in which we find ourselves and the 

call of God on our lives. I do it in the Academic field and I do it in the Communications field. 

You are going to have to do it in whatever field God calls you to. To assess the situation you are 

in, find out if it is so pagan that you can’t work in it, in which case you may have to develop 

some other structures. Or, if it is sufficiently grounded in principles that you can appreciate and 

approve of it that you can function within it, and then gradually work towards change that you 

feel is important. I think that I’m sending you out on a life-long project and I’m not going to tie it 

all up, or even very much of it up for you. But let me explore a field dear to my heart of map 

making or working within the Arts.  
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[30:27] As we have lost ground in academic areas by our failure to value Education, we have 

also lost ground in Literature and the Arts. I know that in this course you have done some work 

on Drama and Dance, so I will speak particularly in my area of study, which is the making of 

narrative. And I want to talk about how we can tell the truth by telling stories. I’m very intrigued 

by the Scripture in Revelation twelve eleven, which speaks about the over through and down-

casting of the great deceiver Satan and it says that, “they overcame him by the blood of the lamb 

and by the word of their testimony.” The word of their testimony refers to narrative. They have 

told their story and in telling their story, they have somehow contributed to the demise or, the 

down casting of the evil one. In what I see to be largely and image responsive rather than, logic 

responsive or even logos responsive age with the beast of delusion abroad well-served by the 

false prophets of illusory imagery. I would suggest that one of the strongest ways that we may 

continue to make our voice heard is simply by telling stories. I have hanging on a high wall over 

a staircase in my home on the farm, the only pieces of sort of semi-expensive art I’ve ever 

bought. And I found this art advertised in the Edmonton Journal with a black and white 

reproduction of a two-part series and the picture were about this big and I took one look at them 

and knew I wanted to buy it. It’s a two part sequence my Maxine Noel, who I think is a west 

coast First Nations artist, but at any rate she is a Native or Metis artist. And, the picture, the first 

frame, oh dear, I can’t sketch, wouldn’t it be lovely if I could? The two frames hang like this, 

and one frame has a woman figure seated on the ground and she’s got her arms extended and 

long black hair and she is deeply engrossed in telling a story. And in the second panel, the 

second peace, are sitting on the ground a whole group of little native children. And there is the 

image of the story teller and the listeners. And, I fell in love with it when it was listed in the 

Edmonton Journal; sent my daughter to take a look at it and told her how much she could spend. 

She brought this home for me, and its hanging in my home as an image a visual image of what it 

is I feel I’m all about; seeking to somehow communicate to another generation that truth which 

grips my life. And so I found that image constructs for me the reality of telling our stories, 

finding __?? making sure that a generation that is yet to come will know the ways of God. Well 

what stories should we tell? 

 

The Bible of course is full of models of storytelling. And I think it’s extremely important, that 

when you look at the Bible, you find very rarely is it propositional. It doesn’t set out articles of 

faith, it doesn’t set out doctrinal statements. Very often, most of the time, it tells stories, the great 

majority of the time, we’re hearing the story of how God demonstrates himself in the life of his 

people. But when we come to the story of Jesus in the Gospels we’re almost into a Matryoshka 

doll situation because we have the great story that we were looking at yesterday the great cosmic 

story of creation, fall, redemption and consummation. And then within that we have the story of 

Jesus life death and resurrection set within that as the center piece of that story. And then within 

the centerpiece story of Jesus birth, death and resurrection, we have set within that all of the 

wonderful stories that Jesus told. Story upon story for he comes to us not only being a story but 

telling stories. 

 

[34:34] Take the book of Luke for example, we find examples of the story teller’s art in these 

forms: expanded proverbs. He asks, “can the blind lead the blind?” and suddenly you have an 

image that expands outward. Parables: “a farmer went out to sow.” Analogies: “the kingdom of  
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heaven is like a man building a house.” Retelling of events: “Go tell John what you have seen 

and heard.” Foretelling of events, that’s called prolepses in literary analysis drama: “the Son of 

man is going to be betrayed.” Fictional narrative such as the good Samaritan and the prodigal 

son. Retellings of familiar Old Testament narratives or allusions to them such as: the story of 

Jonah and the Queen of Sheba. And then single words which explode on impact into rich 

meaning, such as “beware of the yeast of the Pharisees.” That word “yeast” something rises in 

the consciousness and you go, “wow what does all of that mean?” Humour: Jesus often is 

depicted as sort of a very solemn Galilean walking around in a long white dress. But I think that 

he had this marvellous sense of humour and it comes through in stories like when he turns to the 

very solemn real solemn ones, the religious leaders of his day and says, “what shall I liken you 

to? You are like children in the market place and then describes the image of children who tried 

playing the pipes and nobody’s dancing and they go “aw shucks” and then they tried putting up a 

mourning scene and nobody’s wailing and they go “aw shucks” and go home. You can’t play 

with people who won’t play the game. I love his line when he says, he tells them about God’s 

providential care and he says, “so don’t worry you are worth much more than many sparrows.” 

Isn’t that a lovely line? You know don’t worry about it, you’re worth more than you know a 

couple of sparrows. There’s I think, a lovely humour there.  

[36:37] And then when he speaks about the speck and the plank, why are you trying to take the 

speck out of your brother’s eye when there’s a log in your own? He’s not being solemn and 

serious, he says, “take a look at yourself when you judge another person see how foolish you 

look.” How about the lamp he suggests you might put under the bed? Was he being solemn? 

[speaker deepens her voice], “men do not light a candle and put it under a bed.” He’s saying how 

silly, what a silly idea, and he’s saying the same thing to you, here at Trinity, don’t you dare put 

your lamps under beds as you finish your programs here and go out into your culture.  

Most of all and perhaps most impressive to me I find enacted tellings. When he tells the story by 

acting it out, for example simply not bothering to wash up before dinner, in order to setup a 

situation in which he can talk about the way in which they make more of washing the outside 

than they do of being clean within. Or of course, that great great enactment when he takes the 

basin and towel and wraps himself, girds himself in the towel and washes his disciples’ feet. And 

says, ‘if this is how your Lord and master serves you then how should you serve one another? 

 

[37:55] Well, what stories should we tell? I think that we ought to be exploring more than we 

have up till now a series of stories. One that has a technical German name in literature 

bildungsroman, my German is pretty bad, I probably say it not too well but it means a growing-

up story: ‘roman’ story ‘bildungs’ a story of growing up. Typical of the bildungsroman is Chaim 

Potok’s novels about growing up Jewish. How many of you have read some Chaim Potok? You 

know: In the Beginning, The Chosen, My name is Asher Lev, Davita’s Harp. You know 

wonderfully he defines the experience of growing up Jewish Orthodox. And as I read those 

books, I found myself thinking who will write the story of growing up evangelical in Canada? 

Who will tell the story with a kind of loving tender awareness of all that is meant that Chaim 

Potok taught us so well. Garrison Keillor who has done a wonderful job of telling some stories of 

growing up Plymouth Brethren. And may know his you know his great Woebegon Days and very 

gentle almost Chaucerian kind of humor in which he tells about his aunts and uncles and the 

people who met in that little assembly in his parents living room and how real the sense of God  
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was in those meetings. A very, he does it both with humour and also with great tenderness. So I 

think we can explore that. I think that every one of us has a story and some are going to be gifted 

to write fiction.  

 

[39:32] This is a non-fiction form that I think always will have its place and that is conversion 

stories. The stories that tell of God’s grace and work in our lives. We build here on a long 

tradition, St. Augustine’s Confessions, John Bunyan’s Grace Abounding, C.S. Lewis’ Surprised 

by Joy, Peter Jenkins A walk across America. Do you remember that one? It began to appear in 

the National Geographic, a young man decided that he would go and search of his soul in 

America on a foot walk and he managed to get National Geographic funding to take some 

pictures. And then as he made his way across a section of America, he found that the people he 

most often encountered in loving contact were almost all Christians. And in a wonderful 

description of an evangelistic crusade conversion he talks about going to hear a Southern 

preacher and in that context suddenly realize that he wanted to give his life to Jesus Christ. I 

think Peter Jenkins was the most surprised person in the world to discover that he found what he 

set out to find in a walk across America and he wrote a quite wonderful book. Frederick 

Buechner who is a wonderful American writer, Frederick Buechner writes The Sacred Journey in 

which he talks about how he came as a university student to come to know Christ. He divided it 

into three parts: once upon a time, once below a time and once in a time and it’s quite a fine 

piece of writing. Emilie Griffin a New York journalist who became a Christian in adult life 

writes Turning. William Kurelek our own Canadian artist who speaks so deeply of a Ukrainian 

heritage and the faith writes his spiritual autobiography as Someone with Me. Well that’s enough 

examples to tell you that this is still a live form of narrative and as God works in our lives to 

bring us to himself there is still room for the spiritual autobiography to be read graciously 

thoughtfully reflectively. Obviously, there is a danger of telling partial conversions as though 

they were whole. And you perhaps remember very recently a major Christian publisher nearly 

bankrupted over a triumphant conversion account of a major car manufacturer who by the time 

the book had appeared in hard cover in Christian stores had been indicted on a number of major 

drug offenses. It’s a bit tricky, sometimes we are too quick to move in on a conversion story. 

You will notice that most spiritual autobiographies, those by most of the great writers. I don’t 

know why I didn’t mention Julian of Norwich and Marjorie Kemp in there, I’ve been just 

teaching them in my women’s writing course at the U of A [University of Alberta] but most of 

those are written twenty years after the conversion experience. People don’t tell it right then. 

They don’t tell it to get into print. They have lived the faith, they have walked it and when they 

have reached ripe mature reflection on the ways of God in their life, they write the story of God’s 

dealings and I would like to suggest that, rather a good thing to take out of that model. 

 

[42:42] Another story we have to tell and we need to tell in as many ways as we can find it is the 

story of the Church. The Church is a marvellous incarnational reality in our culture and society 

and we need to find ways to tell what it is to be a people of God. I’m thinking of Michael 

Bourdeaux’s book, I’ll spell his name for you, Michael Bourdeaux, his very moving book about 

the churches that survived in Soviet Russia, Risen Indeed is one of my favourites of the modern 

stories of the Church. There was of course a two-century span or almost three-century span when 

the story of the Church that dominated was Foxe’s Book of martyrs. And he told the stories of  
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the martyrs from the first century up to the Elizabethan times and that became a standard of 

every Christian home, and most homes maybe many that weren’t Christian for that matter. 

Nowadays, we need to find new ways to speak out our story. Some will, we no longer can talk 

about the story of missions as __?? heroes but we can still tell the story of the Church of Jesus, 

‘cause I like, I’d love to see someone do a journalistic account, to go and live among Christians 

in Turkey for a year, and come back and tell us what is it like to be a Christian in Turkey. You 

know, that great, that great country to which Paul brought the gospel in that first great 

evangelistic enterprise. Now has, does anybody know the number? A friend of mine who was in 

Turkey told me, I think something like seven hundred known Christians in the whole of the 

country and something like eleven tiny harassed assemblies or congregations. I’d like to know 

what it is to live like that. I’d like to hear the story of Palestinian Christians, of Jewish Christians, 

there’s journalism out there to be done. There are stories to be written, and I think they are not 

being told because nobody realizes they’re there.  

 

[44:48] Fiction Forms: well here we move, bildungsroman could be told either fictionally or 

non-fictionally but the actual fiction forms of short story and novel are abundantly available to 

the Christian writer who is willing to learn the craft. Here there is room for parable and paradox 

for reinvestigating or reinventing myth such as Charles Bray ?? Williams and C.S. Lewis do in 

their series of novels. 

 

[45:22] There’s so much I could say about this but I want to challenge those of you who love to 

write to consider doing the apprenticeship that is required. I took, in my undergraduate work, an 

important writing course that people like W. O. Mitchell and Rudy Wiebe were graduates from 

and I was lucky enough to get into that class in the last year it was taught by a very prominent 

professor at the University of Alberta. And this man said this, he said ‘if Jacob had to work seven 

years to win the hand of Rachael. And then another seven because it was substituted at the 

marriage time, why should we who seek to woo the muses, there’s that artist element, those of us 

who want to serve the art of writing think that it should take us less to learn our craft.?” And I 

think that one of the reasons we do so much poor Christian fiction writing is because nobody’s 

willing to do what most secular writers do, which is, throw away their first three novels before 

they publish their first one. I don’t think throw them away literally. I cannot imagine any writer 

ever throwing anything away but I can imagine that they set them aside; they put them away. 

They say that one’s not good enough three times before they write a novel that commands the 

attention. We are serving the Sovereign Lord and we want to do it the easy way. Well I would 

like to suggest to you that we live our lives hungering for narrative and that the essence of 

relationship is the exchange of our intertwining narratives, the increasing joy of a long marriage 

is the accumulation of shared stories. The significance of being part of a Church family is the 

engaging of my story with your story to become our story. 

 

[47:11] In a very fine piece of anthropological reporting called Life Lived [End of Side B] 

 

 


