
Tape SR – 183 
 
Biographical Sketch 
 
Roger Roberts was born in 1946 to Roger Porter and Victoria Roberts.  He and his wife, 
Susan, lived in Vancouver until the early 1970’s, when they moved to Langley. 
 
Interview Info
Roger Roberts was interviewed by Sue Morhun on November 4, 2000 about the Jardine 
area.  Much of this information duplicates what is on CD SR 178.  This one provides a 
little more precise information about who owned which piece of property.  There are 
frequent references to the maps.  It also is more specific about the effect of the building 
of the freeway.  The biggest impact was that the freeway cut through the Jardine area and 
became a barrier to the previous neighbourhood community. 
 
SIDE A 
 
0:00 - TRACK 1 -  Introduction 
 
1:02 - TRACK 2 -  The Roberts family and their ownership of land in the area. 
 
The Roberts family owned sections 3, 4 and half of 5 of #317 as shown on the map.  In 
the late 1970’s they sold #1 to Jim McVicar, who eventually sold it to someone else, who 
sold it to Gary Reid.  In 1997 and access road was put in to allow for further subdivision.  
#5 was purchased by the Yorks and #4 by the Douglases. 
 
3:34 - TRACK 3 -  The Fischers 
 
[We are told that this family was Swiss.  The German spelling “Fischer” would likely 
have been used by them.]  The Fischers owned lots 1, 2 and 8 of #330 (see map).  Their 
first names were Bertie and Fritz.  Fritz worked with Roger Roberts’ father on the 
railroad.  They had a subsistence farm with a cow, chickens and fruit trees.  Mrs. Fischer 
collected everything.  Periodically she would take things out of the house with a view to 
getting rid of it, but it when it would rain she would take it back in.  They moved to 
Vancouver in the mid 1950s.  The Humphreys owned the property until the freeway came 
through. A second house on the property belonged to their son. 
 
5:52 – TRACK 4 – Cullen Dale,  known as Paddy 
 
Paddy was born in Dublin had been in the British army.  His parents, who were silk 
dyers, had sent him to the army because he was incorrigible.  He had a large nose 
supposedly as a result of a scorpion sting and because of his drinking.  Apparently he had 
marched with Kitchener to rescue Gordon in the Sudan.  In the army, he had constantly 
been in trouble for drunkenness.  He had been given land to farm in the colonies after his 
term of service.  The land he received in Victoria was not to his liking (too stoney) so he 

 1



sold it and moved to the Jardine area. He was annoyed when not accepted for military 
service during the world war. 
 
He always kept a pot of Mulligan stew on the stove and during the 1950’s would visit the 
Roberts on Saturdays for a drink.  He would drink a mixture of beer and wine from a 
mug.  His usual form of dress was Stanfield underwear with braces to hold up his pants.  
He also wore work boots and carried a cane.  If the Roberts had company and saw him 
coming he would be intercepted and warned.  Then he would go home to get his coat.  
Roger Roberts never knew if his stories were true or just some he had heard and was 
passing on. 
 
Many of his stories were about a parrot whom he taught inappropriate comments which 
were then unleashed on unsuspecting soldiers.  Another was about a time of service in 
India during which he claimed to have seen rifles smuggled across the Afghan border.  
He said the rifles were shoved up the camels’ bums. 
 
During the pre-television era storytellers like Paddy were either tolerated or genuinely 
liked. 
 
Sometimes the Roberts would give him a ride to Vancouver.  They would drop him off at 
Hogan’s Alley off Main street.  Presumably he would go on a bender and eventually find 
his way home. 
 
14:40 – TRACK 5 – The Halversons 
 
Alf Halverson, together with his children, John and Rosie farmed their property.  A 
family member named John Halverson owns the Stampede Feed and Tack in Cloverdale.  
They sold to a race horse trainer named Reg Campbell. 
 
They lost about a third of an acre when the freeway was  put in.  The map shows the road 
going further than it is and it is also not as straight as shown. 
 
Like most people in the neighbourhood, the Halversons produced enough food for 
themselves on their farm.  However, Alf also worked at the mill in Fort Langley to obtain 
extra cash. 
 
18:40 – TRACK 6 – The Depression 
 
During the 1930s Roger Robert’s father worked with someone named Erickson to run a 
sawmill on the property.  They used fallen cedars damaged in a fire that is believed to 
have occurred in the 1890s.  A few old trees are still standing.  One stump with spring 
board notches has been found.  This means it was a standing tree that was chopped down. 
 
20:05 – TRACK 7 – Stewart (or Stuart) Lynch 
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Stewart [or Stuart] and Freda (formerly, Mufford)  Lynch owned lots 3 to 6.  They had a 
dairy herd.  Bobby Lynch still farms on Telegraph Trail.  [Prior to road building in the 
lower mainland/Fraser Valley there were a few trails that could be navigated on 
horseback.  One of those was called Telegraph Trail. Whatcom trail is another that ran to 
the boarder at Sumas.]  In the 1980’s they sold some of their land to the Campbells who 
built the present house.  The Campbells sold to Lawrence and Daphne Negrin.  This 
would have been in the late 1980s. 
 
22:17 – TRACK 8 – Gary and Nadine Reid 
 
Gary and Nadine Reid owned #7 and 8.  It had previously belonged to Gary’s dad.  They 
also owned half of 5 on the south side of Labonte.    The Reid’s property used to belong 
to  Jorgensens or Jorgensons. 
 
#6 property was a nut farm with filberts.  The owner’s first name was Svend. 
 
24:08 – TRACK 9 – The Lynch Farm 
 
The original house and barn date back to the 1930s.  It can be recognized by the roof 
colour.    Lynches still live on 79th, formerly Halverson Rd.  Stewart was known as quite 
a character who was not at all mechanical.  On one occasion when his tractor overturned 
he cut himself loose with a pocket knife.  He son has said that was the most mechanical 
thing he ever did. 
 
The Lynches had enough clout to have a tunnel dug under the freeway so that they could 
get to the other part of their land.  The tunnel is still there. 
 
There was an old orchard at the corner of Glover and Butler.  There were several varieties 
of apples such as red Astrakan (shots of red running through the white part), russets and 
gravensteins.  There were also cherries, cherry plums, and pears.  This fruit was often 
shared with people in the neigbourhood.   
 
Canned fruit and vegetables added variety to the winter diet because grocery stores in 
those days did not carry fresh items year round.  In winter it would only have been 
possible to buy root vegetables like carrots, turnips, parsnips, potatoes, etc.  This was 
what the green grocer where the Roberts sometimes shopped on Robson Street sold.  This 
is why his family often picked watercress in the fall on visits to Langley and took it back 
to the city.  It was their only source of salad greens. 
 
Roberts is unsure who planted the orchard.  It may have been a Lynch or the Helmers.  
Ronald and Lilian Helmer had retired to the Jardine area after establishing orchards in 
Summerland. 
 
31:16 – TRACK 10 – Sam McKee 
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Sam McKee was a character with a chronic smoker’s cough who looked “slightly 
younger than God” to the boy, Roger Roberts.  He probably also had some kind of 
pension, possibly military.  His pension was supplemented by food grown on the farm.  
This would have included the usual livestock and vegetables.  His land was affected by 
the freeway.  The property was isolated north of the freeway. 
 
McKee had a housekeeper known as Mrs. Caris.  She may have been Russian and lived 
with very austere furnishings.  There was a plain crucifix on the wall.  She sold eggs, 
possibly to supplement her income. 
 
 
SIDE B 
 
0:07 – TRACK 11 – Sam McKee continued 
 
Roger Roberts recalls a comical story about some pigs who were fed some fermented 
juice.  They broke through 2 inch by 12 inch planks.  Bob Humphreys, who was also 
quite large, tried to recapture them.  Watching him wrestle with a drunken sow produced 
so much laughter that the watchers were unable to help. 
 
There was a variety of wildlife hunted in the area to supplement domestic meats.  This 
included deer and various kinds of birds. 
 
2:53 – TRACK 12 – Nut trees 
 
Everyone had some nut trees in the 1950s.  There were also some wild hazelnuts in the 
area.  Wild hazelnuts are round.  Domestic filberts are elongated or more ovoid. 
 
3:49 – TRACK 13 – Freeman Telford 
 
Freeman Telford owned some land in the 1950s. He sold it to some offshore owners who 
sold it Trinity Western for a reduced price, possibly a partial donation, or so Roberts 
thinks. 
 
5:32 – TRACK 14 – Seal-Kap Farm 
 
Roberts provides the same information here as can be found on Tape 178.  He identifies 
Armstead as an American citizen.  He talks about the patented milk bottle seal which was 
used in the Seal Kap dairy at the south east corner of Fraser Highway and 216th.  Roberts 
remembers staying overnight with the Armsteads when there was a very cold snap.  This 
was welcome, because his family’s summer place was not insulated.  He refers to Miriam 
Armstead as one of the first people to buy waterfront property on Lion’s Bay.  At that 
time both the remoteness of the location and the price she paid made her seem crazy. 
 
11:36 - TRACK 15 – The Freeway 
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His father’s way of dealing with government bureaucrats was to invite them over and to 
serve them his wine.  Ron Dash was the chief engineer.  Roberts tried to explain that they 
should not just fill in spawning streams in order to build over them.  A culvert was 
suggested.  Local residents also wondered why the government didn’t just widen the 
existing Fraser Highway. 
 
14:18 – TRACK 16 – The Ministry of Agriculture 
 
Dealing with the Ministry of Agriculture also proved trying.  Corrie and Ed Nixon had 
moved into Paddy’s house.  They claimed squatter’s rights.  Moving them was difficult.  
Corrie eventually moved to Gabriola Island.  The well was in the area where the freeway 
median is. 
 
In order for land to be taxed at the farm rate there must be evidence of some farming.  
This has caused too many trees to be cleared.  Toxins also pour off the freeway. This had 
caused runoff problems.  The Ministry of Agriculture seems to have some kind of 
antipathy to just letting the land be. 
 
17:48 – TRACK 17 – Water supply 
 
Water in the area came from artesian wells which varied in the quality of water.  The 
original wells would have been dug by Fen Williams’ father.  The Roberts’ well had 
excellent water.  Paddy’s tasted peculiar.  The Negrin’s was iffy.  The Reid’s water was 
so high in salt content that they had to replace pipes frequently.  Fortunately Reid was a 
plumber.  The water from the Seal Kap well tasted like soda water.  Fen Williams took 
over the well digging from his father.  The last well was dug 23 years ago when Roberts’ 
daughter, Megan, was born. 
 
20:56 – TRACK 18 – The Jardine Community 
 
Inhabitants of the Jardine area had some neighbourly connections, but weren’t overly 
social.  Roberts remembers his parents and other adults attending an occasional dance at 
the Milner community centre.  He recalls one humorous incident when a niece of the 
Armsteads was escorted to a dance by famous Vancouver architect, Arthur Erickson.  
Erickson stepped out his car and went around to open the passenger door.  However, he 
was too close to the edge and disappeared into the ditch. 
 
The Milner area had all the basic services residents needed including a grocery store, dry 
goods store, black smith shop, and fire hall.   
 
Fort Langley did have a gas station and café which sold ice cream, a sawmill, and there 
was a pub in the Fort Langley Hotel.  The Roberts family attended St. George Anglican 
Church in Fort Langley. 
 
Notes by Linda Matties, TWU library assistant 2006 
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