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NOTES 
 
Biographical Sketch
 
Roger Roberts was born in 1946 to Roger Porter and Victoria Roberts.  He and his wife, 
Susan, lived in Vancouver until the early 1970s, when they moved to Langley. 
 
Interview Information 
 
Roger Roberts was interviewed on 26 May, 2000 by Sue Morhun on the subject of the 
Austin Taylor Estate and Seal-Kap Dairy. 
 
0:00 -TRACK 1 
This track consists of the interviewer’s introduction.  The address for Roger Roberts’ 
property is 22164 La Bonte. 
 
0:47 – TRACK 2 
This track consists of background information about the Roberts family.   
 
Robert and his wife, Susan, moved to their Langley property 28 years prior to this 
interview.  Until that time they had lived in Vancouver.  His parents, Roger Porter 
Roberts and Victoria (currently named Harpole)  had operated a winery (B.C. Sparkling 
Wines) on the Langley property when he was a teenager.  Although they lived in 
Vancouver, they spent weekends in Langley.  Roger was born in 1946.  He remembers 
hearing many stories about the people and places around their Langley property. 
 
The B.C. Electric Interurban Railway had a station where the rail line crosses Glover 
Road just north and west of Springbrook Rd.  The station was called Jardine Siding. 
 
4:08 – TRACK 3 
This track consists of descriptions and memories concerning the various families and 
estates in the area. 
 
The big estates in the area were part of the Hudson’s Bay farm (which had supplied food 
for the factor and other residents of Fort Langley.)   University Boulevard was formerly 
called Butler Road.  The Taylor estate was on the northeast corner of the Hudson Bay 
Farm.  The area was known as Langley Prairie.  The Roberts’ property had also been part 
of the Hudson Bay farm.  The proof lies in the Roberts’ family owning mineral rights to 
the land.  Usually the province owns mineral rights, but Hudson Bay property was private 
and the company also owned the mineral rights. 
 
The Roberts family purchased their 20 acre property in 1929 for $800.00.  It was bought 
from a Swiss man named Fritz Fischer.  He had operated a sawmill on the property and 
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probably used what today would be called ecologically friendly logging practices, 
working with horses and steam driven machines.  Roger Roberts’ father described the 
plot as a stump ranch.  Burns and scars on trees indicated that fire had swept through 
area, probably in the late 1800s.   
 
Roger Roberts’ maternal grandparents, the Hallbergs lived on the property year round.  
His cousins, Janice and Barbara Nelson, were raised there by the grandparents.  The 
original cabin on the property was added on to during the war.  Due to war time 
restrictions on building supplies the basement walls are only four inches wide, instead of 
the usual six.  A variety of nails were used due to a five pound limit for each type.  
Stripped cedar logs were used as well as Douglas fir planks.  It was clad with cedar 
shingles.  In some cases there was only roofing paper covered with lath. 
 
The Hallbergs and the Roberts were friends of the Armsteads who owned the Seal Kap 
Farm and dairy.  Dan Armstead enjoyed visiting his neighbors, because Roger’s father 
made wine.  His favorite meal was pot roast cooked on a woodstove along with wine.  
The Roberts’ home had no electricity so the only light came from oil lamps and 
flashlights.   
 
Big festive events, like Christmas, were usually held at the much more modern and larger 
Armstead house on Seal Kap farm.  The Armsteads enjoyed hosting their neighbors and 
made a point of making Christmas special for the neighboring children. 
 
Getting to Langley from Vancouver was quite a trip during Roger Roberts’ childhood.  It 
took at least an hour and a half to drive.  The family would take the Lougheed Highway 
and North Road to the Patullo Bridge which was a toll bridge when it was first built.   
 
Another major holding in the area was the Reifel farm (the same family for whom the 
bird sanctuary is named).  It had distinctive white buildings with green trim and green 
roofs.  They also had property on Langley Prairie.   
 
The Helmers had a property of 96 acres.  Their house was naturally weathered gray 
cedar. 
 
The Taylors has the property that is east of Seal Kap farm.  His parents knew the Taylors 
but the families did not visit back and forth as they did with the Armsteads. 
 
17:29 – TRACK 4 
Track 4 consists of a description the buildings and people at Seal Kap Farm. 
 
Seal Kap Farm was a busy dairy farm with a heard of Guernseys.  At the dairy plant on 
the corner of Fraser Highway and 216th (near the airport), milk, cream and ice cream was 
produced and prepared for market.  Dan Armstead invented and patented a unique cap for 
milk bottles.  The usual lid of the day was a waxed cardboard circle with a small pull tab. 
It rested near the top of the bottle’s neck which had a ridge to hold the cap in place.  
Dan’s cap came over the top of the bottle.  It was less likely to be jarred loose and was 
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probably also more hygienic.  This special cap was the colour of an ice cream cone.  
Although the invention was patented, it was never used beyond his own dairy.  Perhaps it 
would have been too expensive for other producers to implement the system. 
 
On the morning of the interview, Sue and Robert drove to the Trinity Western campus.  
Robert was asked about the buildings.  North of the main house, behind the swimming 
pool, was a guest cottage.  South of the house, close to the kitchen, were servants’ 
quarters.  The main house, which is in a rancher style, had only two bedrooms along with 
a living room, dining room, study, billiards room, and kitchen.  The second bedroom in 
the house was used by the live-in nurse. 
 
The barn was just barely visible from the main house.  However, both the barn and the 
guest cottage were visible from Glover Road.  There was also a farm manager’s cottage.  
The farm manager was a man named Dinsdale.  They came from Lancashire and had a 
son named Nigel.  All of the buildings were built up on a ridge. 
 
Trinity Western used the barn as a gymnasium for a while. However, this was during an 
era when old buildings were not much appreciated.  Once the barn was no longer used, it 
deteriorated rapidly and was taken down.  During the centennial year [1967] it was 
desirable to make everything new. 
  
Roberts says that three of the original buildings are still in use.  These are the main house, 
the servants’ quarters and the guest cottage.  Many of the building were taken down 
because the school needed to make better (more appropriate for and educational facility) 
use of the property. 
 
Some of the fruit trees still remain.  Roberts’ particularly remembers the Gravenstein 
apple tree.  The apples can be very large, as big as a grapefruit.  He speculates that two 
would be enough to make a pie.  When he used to go swimming in the pool he was 
allowed to pick up apples from the ground beneath the tree.  He had to watch out for 
wasps. 
 
The owners of Seal Kap farm were Dan and Miriam Armstead.  Sometimes they had 
servants and sometimes not.  These were usually couples who cooked, did grounds 
maintenance, etc.   
 
They also had a live-in nurse named MacBeth.  The children called her nursey.  She was 
a very proper person, always wearing her white uniform.  She was Scottish and had come 
from Cape Breton Island.  She would always have a drink and a cigarette at cocktail time, 
but was otherwise abstemious. 
 
At first, the nurse was hired to care for Miriam’s father, Major (or Colonel) Ashton, who 
had had a heart attack.  Later, when Dan had a heart attack, she looked after him.  She 
became Miriam’s lifelong companion.  
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32:07 - TRACK 5 
Track 5 consists of references to the Taylor farm along the eastern boundary of Seal Kap 
farm.   
 
The railway tracks were the western border of the Taylor property. 
 
SIDE B  
 
0:00 TRACK 6 
Track 6 consists of a further description of the Taylors and their property and 
comparisons of the various houses and people. 
 
A unique feature of the Taylor farm was the horse shelters.  They consisted of a roof held 
up by posts at each end.  The Taylors raised thoroughbreds for racing and sale.  The 
shelters were reddish-brown in colour. 
 
The property can be reached by traveling down Springbrook Road to 72nd Ave.  This is 
the eastern edge.  The southern side is the present day Van Noort farm.   
 
The freeway jogs to the north at this point.  A survey had it going through the Taylor 
estate, but he had enough “political clout” to get it changed.  The freeway also did not 
touch Seal Kap farm. 
 
Another unique feature of the Taylor property is the plantings of trees and bushes to 
separate various fields. 
 
Like the main house at Seal Kap, the Taylor house was in a one storey rambling rancher 
style.  The Reifel house also had only one storey.  The Helmers, however, built a two-
storey Victorian farmhouse.  Barns dwarf the houses. 
 
The Armsteads and the Taylors probably socialized.  Roberts does not remember much of 
the Taylors, because his family did not socialize with them.  Roads were all gravel and 
the estates were quite spread out.   
 
Ronald and Lil Helmer came from England.  They had set up orchards in Summerland 
but retired to Langley.  Ronald Helmer claimed he was a cousin of Rudyard Kipling.  
They met only once.   
 
In Langley most people farmed enough for their own needs, relying on root vegetables 
and pickles and preserves during the winter.  Cows were kept for milk and butter, 
chickens provided eggs and meat, some had sheep, most had pigs who ate table and 
garden scraps.  They didn’t have much left over for composting after the pigs had been 
fed any food waste.  Very few people had both cows and chickens.  They probably 
swapped beef and mutton. 
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The Taylors were still living there in 1963 when the freeway went through.   Sometime 
after that, rumour has it, that the property was purchased  by Dan Blocker, who played 
Hoss Cartwright on the television series, Bonanza. 
 
Another local character named Paddy Dale, used to be given Austin Taylor’s suits.  
Paddy was a large man who could not afford to pay for tailoring so Austin Taylor must 
have been a large man too. 
 
16:55 – TRACK 7 
Track 7 provides background information about Dan and Miriam Armstead. 
 
Dan Armstead was a mining engineer from Nevada, a laid-back, liberal state.  He was a 
gracious host who made an effort to include children, entertaining them with conjuring 
tricks.  He dabbled in many things.  His favorite horse was named Colours.  Due to the 
vast differences in liquor prices between Canada and the United States, he used to shop 
there often.  His car was registered in British Columbia and Nevada, with the BC plate in 
the back and the Nevada one in front.  A very clean antifreeze can would be filled up 
with rum in Mexico and brought back across both borders. 
 
The Armsteads traveled quite a bit, taking cruises and going to the US and Mexico. 
 
Miriam Armstead had been a professor of marine biology at UBC before her marriage, 
but married women were not allowed to teach in those days.  She was younger than Dan, 
and had no children.  She lived will into her 80s. 
 
Dan died in 1958. 
 
20:21 – TRACK 8 
Track 8 provides information about Miriam Armstead after Dan’s death and the sale of 
Seal Kap Farm to Trinity Western. 
 
Miriam sold the farm to Trinity in the early 1960s.  [archivist’s note: this is incorrect.  
Miriam sold the farm to two Alberta farmers who, in turn, sold it to the Evangelical Free 
Church people looking for property for a school.  See On the Raw Edge of Faith for more 
information.] She wanted to live near the ocean and paid $93,000 for an acre in Lion’s 
Bay.  She lived there until some time in the 1980s when she moved to an apartment on 
Stanley Park. 
 
Dan’s “uniform” had been a tartan overshirt and Stetson.  He had a neatly trimmed 
mustache.  He was full of life. 
 
23:00 -  TRACK 9 
Track 9 provides Morhun’s description of her plans for a future interview with Roberts.  
The interview is to focus on the impact of the freeway on real estate prices and other 
things.  Some of the land which was bought by the province is still provincially owned. 
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