
Friday, June 17, 2005, 2:30 pm
Christian Life Assembly, Langley, B.C.

Marlie Snider A CELEBRATION of LIFE



MUSICAL PRELUDE Dr. Wendy Porter, 
 long–time family friend

A SELECTION of SCRIPTURES Mrs. Gwen Penner, 
 long–time family friend 

PRAYER Dr. Doug Harris,
 long–time family friend  

REMEMBERING THE PERSON  Family &
WE LOVE Mrs. Helena Swanson, 
 long–time family friend  

TRIBUTE Dr. Allan Hedberg, 
 Chair, Board of Governors, 
 Trinity Western University 

 Dr. Bill Hamel, 
 President, Evangelical Free 
 Church of America   

CONGREGATIONAL  Dr. Wendy Porter,
PRAISE & WORSHIP  Worship Leader
 
VISUAL TRIBUTE   

A PRAYER of THANKSGIVING  Dr. Marvin Kehler, 
FOR MARLIE long–time family friend  

MEDITATION ON HEAVEN Dr. Ron Unruh,
 President, Evangelical Free 
 Church of Canada

“PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME” 

Marlie Snider  (May 4, 1933—June 11, 2005) A CELEBRATION of LIFE

APPRECIATION Dr. Neil Snider
 President,
 Trinity Western University

BENEDICTION Dr. Guy Saffold, 
 Executive Vice President, 
 Trinity Western University

RECESSIONAL

RECEPTION To follow in the gymnasium 

PALL BEARERS 
Dwight Johnson    Lorne Kliewer 
Brad Bartsch     Curt Kliewer
Doug Froese     Allan Kotanen

MARLIE IS LOVINGLY HONOURED TODAY 
BY HER IMMEDIATE FAMILY:
Neil Snider     Elmer and Anne Snider 
Dawn and Richard Bates    Lois Wood 
Dean and Darlene Snider   Betty and Jack Booth 
 Madison Rae Snider   Lorne and Caroll Kliewer 
 Kennedy Rees Snider 
 Reegan Bailey Snider 
Dana Ellison 
 Jordan Graham Ellison 
 Joshua Benton Ellison 

The family extends special thanks to Drs. Unruh and Porter and each of the 
program participants. The Board of Christian Life Assembly was gracious in 
providing the facilities for this occasion. We are grateful.



TRIBUTE

L ate Saturday evening, on June 11, Marlie Snider passed peacefully 
into the Lord’s loving presence as family and friends gathered by 
her bedside to say goodbye. 

Neil and Marlie had been in Florida over the past several weeks with daugh-
ters Dawn and Dana and Dana’s children. They returned to Canada last 
Thursday to be closer to medical care. Neil told me recently that both he 
and Marlie were experiencing a clear sense of the peace and presence of God. 
They were praying together that God would be honoured and glorified in the 
coming days. 

The Lord has answered those prayers. 

On Friday, June 10, when Marlie experienced difficulty breathing, they went 
to the Langley Hospital where she was given oxygen to support her breath-
ing. But by Saturday, she took a turn and was given medication for pain. 
Through the afternoon hours, family and friends joined them. As the eve-
ning unfolded she was not always conscious. A number of us were praying 
that son Dean, from Walla Walla, Washington, would arrive in time. He was 
some hours away, and it didn’t seem likely. But in the end, God provided the 
time that was needed. Marlie was able to respond as they all read Scripture, 
prayed, and sang hymns. Late in the evening she grew very weak. She passed 
away peacefully just before midnight. 

Those who remained gave thanks to God for her life and comforted one an-
other in prayer. A friend who was present described the evening as “a beauti-
ful and faith-filled passing for a faithful and beautiful Christian woman.” 

In public, Marlie was a quiet person. Many may recall events at the Snider’s 
home where clusters of articulate university people would comment, dia-
logue, and make speeches, weaving words together as university people love 
to do. When it was Marlie’s turn to speak, she would typically smile warmly 
and say, with a small laugh, “I’ll pass” or “Neil’s said everything.” In earlier 
years Marlie would sing for audiences, often with Neil and the children. 
“Neil’s the one with the words,” she told me once, “my music is my message.” 

But that was in public. Marlie was not short of words in more private settings. 
Those who had the opportunity to know her more personally will recall her 
as a person of considerable humour, wisdom, and faith. Her conversations 

were delightful and her humour would sneak up on you seldom in the form 
of a joke or a clever story, but rather as a quick wry comment that would 
pounce unexpectedly on the heart of a matter. The contrast between her 
calm manner and sudden wit made the laugh all the greater when it came. 
Above all, she loved the Lord, and conversations seldom went for long with-
out evidence of that faith. Not in a showy way, of course; that was not her 
style. Sincere, genuine, assured, real—that was Marlie.

Nor was Marlie one who passed on the opportunity to make a significant 
contribution to the work of TWU or the other settings where the Sniders 
served. She was known for her hospitality. The Sniders entertained literally 
thousands of guests over the years. They would regularly have hundreds of 
students over to their home in the course of a year, often hosting several 
groups of a dozen or more per week throughout the year along with a regu-
lar flow of other guests. Marlie made this hospitality possible. Somehow we 
knew it wasn’t Neil who baked the cookies and shopped for the ice cream! 

Hospitality, however, is more than the preparations, and Marlie’s warm 
welcome and friendly presence helped to make the Snider’s home an inviting 
place. That was the key. Baking requires following a recipe. Making others 
feel welcome requires truly caring. Marlie cared. 

Marlie supported Neil at uncounted numbers of fund raising banquets, 
recruitment events, conferences, breakfasts, lunches, and dinners with 
donors and others on campus and across Canada and the United States. And 
although she was often with Neil on the road, she was even more often at 
home with their children as Neil traveled relentlessly to make friends for the 
University. 

Just before they left for Florida a few weeks ago, although struggling with 
the advanced state of her cancer, she made time to be with the President’s 
Leadership Council, a significant group of people who help support TWU. 
This was a two-day event with an evening at the Chan Centre at UBC. 
Everyone would have understood if Marlie had stayed home. But that 
was not her way, so she was there to host these guests, many of whom had 
become her personal friends. 

The fruit of a mother’s life is often seen through the impact she has on her 
children. Marlie was devoted to her children and grandchildren. Son Dean 



and his wife Darlene serve at Whitman College in Walla Walla, Washington, 
where Dean coaches volleyball and teaches. Daughter Dana works in a Chris-
tian counselling ministry in Florida. Daughter Dawn and husband Richard 
are attending an evangelical Episcopal seminary in Pittsburgh. Their lives 
bear the unmistakable mark of Marlie’s love and faith. 

All of us who gain support from our partners know how much we depend on 
their encouragement, prayer, friendship and, very simply, their love. 

There are more things that should be said about Marlie, and I’m sure many 
of them will be in the days ahead. 

A familiar passage commends to us “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” Marlie’s life was that text 
in living form, clothed with grace and lived with dignity from end to end. 

Guy S. Saffold

BIOGRAPHY

M argaret Leslie Marlie Payne was born in Toronto, May 4, 
1933. She was a shy, carefree, fun-loving youngest sister to 
Betty and Lois. They were the daughters of Les, an ener-

getic businessman, and his wife Margaret.

In school, Marlie played basketball on the Toronto Globe Trotters girls team 
and participated in Gilbert and Sullivan musicals. After school, she worked 
for the Bell Telephone Company. She attended Briercrest Bible Institute in 
Saskatchewan where she was a featured soloist in choirs and radio ministries. 
It was there that she met her future husband Neil.

In 1959 she graduated and joined a missions organization that was working in 
the Hawaiian Islands. When she came home in 1960, Marlie Payne and Neil 
Snider were married on September 3rd in Toronto.

Marlie and Neil lived in Winnipeg in the early years of their marriage and 
during this time their three children were born: Gloria Dawn, September 
1962, Dean Cameron, March 1965, and Dana Lynn, August 1967. Marlie 
and Neil served 11 years at Winnipeg Bible College. Marlie sang in choirs 
both at the college and in the church they attended, Windsor Park Evangeli-
cal Free Church.

In 1974, Marlie and Neil moved to Langley, B.C. to accept the invitation to 
serve in the presidential office of Trinity Western University. Marlie contin-
ued to raise their children who were active in music and sports and church 
events. She was the gracious host for many formal and informal Trinity 
Western gatherings, including the university graduations of Dawn, Dean, 
and Dana.

In 1990, Marlie had surgery for breast cancer. She went through chemo-
therapy and experienced peace and assurance that God was in control. After 
10 years, the cancer again surfaced and metastasized in her lower spine. The 
last five years were a continuing battle with cancer.

For Christmas 2005, Marlie requested that her children and grandchildren 
be home together to celebrate. She lived life to the full, even through this 
past spring, with a trip to Hawaii, graduation celebrations at Trinity West-
ern, and a visit with her daughters and their families in Florida.

Having attended dozens of graduations, Saturday, June 11, Marlie Snider 
graduated from this life with high honours from all who knew her, God’s 
faithful servant. 



“I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me, freeing me from all my 
fears. Those who look to him for help will be radiant with joy.”  

Psalm 34:4-5, NLT


