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[Side A] 

 

Thank you, thank you very much and good evening. I have to be sure this is on, we’re 

being recorded tonight. The nice thing about Christian meetings is that they tell you in advance, 

when you’re being tape recorded (applause). I wanna tell you how delighted I am to be here 

tonight, and to be back in this beautiful city. This is my second visit to Vancouver. I’ve travelled 

all over the world. I’ve been in all the great cities and all the continents, all the capitals of all the 

forty-five or forty-six countries I’ve visited, and there is no place, and I’ve described this many 

times in places I’ve been, there is no city more beautiful than Vancouver; it’s my favourite. I 

think it’s also a wonderful thing that we can meet here tonight, free people. Few places in the 

world today can we do that. 

We had an incident that illustrates that: A couple of years ago, we had our meetings of 

prison fellowship in the national, coming from the national from fifty different countries, several 

hundred people. And, we had them in Belfast, Northern Ireland, where tragically for many years, 

there has been conflict between the Christian community divided, the Protestants and the 

Catholics fighting one another. Fifteen, sixteen years in the streets, and hundreds of years of 

tension between the two, and so they don’t enjoy the freedom to come together that we do 

tonight. We had at our meetings one young man from the third world, who arrived in Belfast, and 

the day he arrived he was unaware of the difficulties in the centre of the city of Belfast; the fact 

that there is a no man’s land, where you don’t walk. And this young man from the third world, 

went walking down into the centre of Belfast, through the area between the Catholic and 

Protestant sections. It was dusk, and suddenly he saw darting out of the shadows, a figure. And 

then he felt someone pulling behind his neck, he felt something very sharp in his back, and the 

voice behind him said, “Protestant or Catholic?” He thought to himself for a moment that if he 

said Protestant and it was a Catholic terrorist, he was dead. If he said Catholic and it was a 

Protestant terrorist, he was dead. And so he hesitated for a moment, and then he felt a pushing in 

his back and he felt a tugging on his neck, and the voice behind him again said, “Protestant or 

Catholic?” And then he got a brainstorm he said, “Jew” (audience laughs), the voice behind him 

said, “I’m the luckiest Arab terrorist in all of Northern Ireland” (audience laughs). Well, we 

don’t, we don’t worry about that; we come together tonight as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

I wanna tell you how pleased also I am to be part of this evening for Trinity Western 

University. In sitting talking with your President this evening, I was so impressed when he read 

to me, as he read to you, the Statement of Purpose, the mission. I think it is the finest I’ve ever 

heard articulated by a Christian college: “To prepare men and women to think as Christians and 

then to go out in the world and act as Christians.” How desperately that is needed today in our 

world. You know as you look around our world today, if you wanted to kinda summarize the 

condition of the world in which we live, I found, uh, I came across a comic strip recently that 

seem to do it better than just about anything else. I don’t always read the comics but – and 
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sometimes you find more truth there than you do on the front pages. But we have a comic a 

comic cartoon in the States, I don’t know if you have it in Canada. It’s called “Bloom County” 

and it’s about –you have it– it’s about Opus the penguin. And maybe, yah, I’ll hold this up it 

won’t do you much good, but I’ll read it for you. But, Opus the penguin, one day, is having what 

the cartoonist describe as a “general crisis of faith.” And Opus the penguin is standing in front of 

the television set and Opus is saying, “I believe in our government.” The television set is 

announcing, “today the President admitted sending a personally inscribed copy of Leo 

Buscaglia’s Living loving and hugging [actual title is: Living loving and learning] to Kadafi. Opus 

shakes his head and in the next frame we see him saying, “I have faith in the forces of 

capitalism.” He then comes across someone reading a newspaper who says, “Today on Wall 

Street, everybody but the wiener vendors were busted.” Opus walks away shaking his head and 

says, “Well there’s always religion.” And he comes by someone who’s sitting reading a 

magazine which says “Oral Roberts strangled Jimmy Swaggart and ran off with Tammy Baker’s 

drug counsellor.” Opus walks out on the front steps of his house, and looks up, and with a 

plaintive expression shouts out, “what can a fella believe in anymore, are there no more bastions 

of purity?”[5:05] –Good question—Opus then suddenly swings around and sees a very pregnant 

woman coming towards him, rushes over, leans up against the pregnant woman and says, “ah 

motherhood.” The woman looks down and says, “surrogate.” (laughter) What can a fellow 

believe in anymore, are there no more bastions of purity? Is there a more appropriate question 

that could be asked about the times in which we live, than what can a fellow believe in anymore? 

 Look around on all fronts. In the United States, we have been beset by a series of 

scandals. Wall Street brokers, fiduciaries, once a trusted position because you had someone 

else’s money, engaged in insider trading and ripping off the public for hundreds of millions of 

dollars. And the public, in a recent poll said, seventy percent of them, “that’s the way business is 

done.” We’ve become so used to immorality in our midst. Marine sentries, the United States’ 

most chosen military force, Marine centuries in Moscow, and I once served in the Marines and 

know what it means, when the globe and anchor is put on your lapel, and the motto of the Marine 

Corp, ‘semper fidelis’ “always faithful.” And yet Marine sentries would sell their country’s 

honor for sexual gratification. And it became a great issue in the congress of the United Sates. 

People stood on the floor of the congress and denounced the State Department, not denounced 

the men, but denounced the State Department for sending young twenty one year old unmarried 

marines over to Moscow, where they could be so easily tempted. That’s putting them on the 

moral level of dogs; when they’re in heat, lock ‘em in the basement. No one got up and said, 

“they were breaking honour, breaking trust.” Two candidates for President of the United States 

have had to withdraw from Presidential candidacies this year; one because he couldn’t restrain 

his sexual appetite long enough to be discreet and to run for President of the United States; 

another because he was caught plagiarizing. And you in Canada have had similar scandals in 

your government and a growing distrust, at least if the media can be believed. We read in the 
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States a growing distrust of government, a growing cynicism, a loss of credibility and faith in the 

institutions. And probably of the most tragic of all, for those of us who come together tonight as 

Christians, we have had ministers of the gospel, in the United States, betray their trust. 

Unprecedented breakdown of authority and institutions. An unprecedented time in which, as 

Opus puts it, “what can a person believe in, anymore?” 

Why has this happened? For twenty-three centuries of Western civilization, man has 

defined his responsibility towards his fellow man by first defining his responsibilities to God. 

But something has happened in the twentieth century. The prophecy of an insane, and eventually 

a syphilitic, and eventually insane German, by the name of Frederick Nietzsche, who, a hundred 

years ago, prophesied that in the twentieth-century, God would be dead. The “God is Dead” 

movement that grew out of Nietzsche’s prophesies, was uncannily accurate. Now Nietzsche did 

not argue that God was actually dead, that there was no God. He could look into the heavens and 

the stars, galaxies, and the planets all in perfect harmony and he knew there was a God, a force 

beyond man that created it. But he believed was that God would be dead because people would 

live as if God did not exist. And therefore as he wrote, “God would be dead because people 

would kill God.” We would stop living as if God is dead. And Blaise Pascal, the theologian and 

Mathematician of three centuries ago, wrote that “when men are separated from God, two things 

happen, there are only two options. They either become God’s themselves,” and that has 

certainly happened with gangster tyrant leaders throughout the twentieth century, from Hitler, 

through Mussolini through Stalin. They either become gods themselves, “or they seek to find 

meaning through their senses.” And you probably couldn’t find a better description of Western 

civilization today than a whole generation of people seeking to find meaning, not through God, 

but through their senses. 

There was a study done in the United States recently in which many, many people were 

interviewed; this was a secular study done by a sociologist by the name of Robert Bellah. He 

entitled it, “The habits of the heart” taking that phrase from Tocqueville. And he interviewed 

hundreds upon hundreds of people, and discovered that the two goals that people have in life 

today are number one, they’re motivated by a dream of personal success, or by vivid personal 

feelings. And when he asked them to evaluate why they were involved in various institutions, 

and how they looked upon the institutions of life; they looked upon marriage as the basis for 

personal development, work as the basis for personal advancement, and the Church as the place 

for personal fulfillment. No wonder our society is in trouble, people are seeking today to find 

meaning through their senses. And we know that Jesus tells us that, “only as we lose our lives for 

his sake, will we find it. He who seeks to save his life shall lose it.” We are self-obsessed. We’ve 

lost respect for the transcendent. For the first time in twenty-three centuries of human history, 

since Cicero wrote, “that man cannot exist in a community without God because we wouldn’t 

have the necessary justice and harmony and concord among people without God.” For the first 

time in twenty-three centuries, we are attempting, in Western civilization, to live today as if there 
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is no God, to define responsibilities between ourselves without reference to that transcendent. 

Even the secular world is recognizing the dilemma this is creating. Time Magazine in the United 

States devoted an entire cover, and an entire issue, to the whole question of ethics: what shall be 

the standards by which we live? And yet in that very issue they said, “the quest— the great 

debate is whose values shall we follow.” 

Harvard Business School, most prestigious business school in North America, is trying to 

develop a course on ethics but the great debate going on at Harvard is “alright, we need ethics, 

whose values shall we follow?” Value free education has invaded the schools not only of the 

United States, but of Canada. Young people are not taught that there are absolute rights and 

wrong they are taught, “You find truth through yourself,” part of the self-obsessed generation in 

which we live. It’s a time of despair in which people are calling out looking for values, and while 

that’s a time of despair for the secular world, my friends, my brothers and sisters in Christ, I 

would tell you that it is a time of great opportunity for the Church of Jesus Christ. Because the 

one instrument throughout history that has brought to bear values into society, moral values, the 

very moral foundation, is the Judeo Christian tradition, our faith, what we believe in.  

But then of course, the great challenge that I present to you, and that’s why the mission 

statement of Trinity Western so thrills me when I read it; then the great challenge is how, as a 

Church, do we go about bringing Christian values to bear into the vacuum that is Western 

civilization today? And let me tell you, it’s a crisis if we don’t do it soon. No society through 

history has ever–and go back to the pre-Christian era, go back to all of the ancient civilizations, 

which all had to define responsibilities by first defining a relationship to God–no society can 

exist without that transcendent reference to God. And Western civilization is doomed if it does 

not reinstate and reassert Christian values, and the instrument to do it has got to be us: you and 

me, the Church.  

The issue is how? How can a Church, which has been so seduced by the spirit of the age 

do it? You know in the United States we had a poll taken recently, people were asked whether 

they were Christian, and eighty-one percent of the American people said they were. In the same 

poll, however, people were asked who wrote the Sermon on the Mount and only forty-two 

percent named Jesus. Some people thought it was someone on horseback. I mean it’s utterly 

preposterous. Christian nation, so-called, nation of Church-going people. Religion going up, 

morality going down. The Church simply isn’t living out the faith, affecting the heartbeat of how 

people live in our society. And that’s our challenge. The real question is whether the Church of 

Jesus Christ today in Western civilization and in North America particularly, where it is so vital 

and so important, whether the Church, whether you and I have the courage to take a stand and to 

live by Christian values. 

[14:55] 

What must the Church do? I’d like to leave you tonight with several points. The first and 

this will sound perhaps like I’m preaching to the choir, I am sure, because you all come here 
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because of your Christian commitment and your Christian faith and that’s why you support this 

great university. The first may sound superfluous in a crowd of this sort, but I have to say it. The 

first challenge of the Church is to be Christian. You know, for thirty-nine years of my life, and 

right up until the time of my conversion, if someone said to me, “Are you Christian?” I would 

say, “well of course, I’m Christian. I grew up in America, I’m not Jewish, I go to church twice a 

year, of course I’m Christian, it’s a Christian nation. No, it takes more than that to be Christian. 

It takes more than sitting in church. Sitting in church doesn’t do it. Sitting in a church won’t 

make you a Christian any more than sitting in a garage is gonna make you an automobile. Being 

Christian means: coming to terms with Jesus Christ, understanding who he is, coming under the 

conviction of sin, accepting your own sinful nature, turning to Christ in repentance, surrendering 

all and say, “yes, I wanna pick up my cross and deny myself and follow you,” that’s what it 

means. Dietrich Bonheoffer, the great German martyr said that, “when Christ calls, he bids a 

man to come and die.” And if you haven’t done that, if you been hedging, if you been sitting on 

the fence, if you been lukewarm in your faith, don’t go out of here this night until you say, “Yes, 

yes, I wanna know Jesus in a personal way. Yes, I want him as the savior of my life. Yes I wanna 

serve him. I want him to be Lord of my life.” 

[End Side A] 

 

 

[Side B] 

 

And secondly, the Church then must take its stand on the only solid footing it can, that is 

on the revelation-revealed propositional truth, Holy Scripture. The Church must reassert 

orthodoxy. I’m so delighted with the theme that you have chosen: “The Knowledge of Truth 

which leads to Godliness.” The Church has to stand on truth. All across North America today, 

we are being swept with the winds of cheap grace, of people saying, “Oh you wanna become a 

Christian, of course, God will bless you, he’ll put two chickens in every pot.” What did Jim and 

Tammy Baker say recently, “when you ask God that you want a car, be sure to tell him what 

color it is.” Rank heresy. The only place for the church to take its stand is on the absolute 

fundamentals of the historic faith of the Christian Church and on the holy inerrant Bible. The 

Church has nothing else if it doesn’t take its stand on that solid ground. Secularism advances 

only as orthodoxy retreats. You look through the vast pages of history of the Church and you will 

see that every time the Church has retreated from its orthodox roots, secularism has taken its 

hold in the culture. If this Church, of which you and I are a part, is to reassert Christian values it 

must take its stand on the holy inerrant truth of God, and on the fundamentals of the Christian 

faith. 

Thirdly, I saw a bumper sticker in California recently. It said, “Think fun” hmm, sort of 

fits everybody’s stereotype of California. I wanted to rush out and have a bumper sticker printed 
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up which said, “Think Christian.” What a marvelous statement in your statement of purpose, 

your statement of mission, I love it. “The mission of Trinity Western as an arm of the Church is 

to develop positive goal-oriented Christian leaders, university graduates with thoroughly 

Christian minds, that is, to think Christianly.” Harry Blamiers, the British critic wrote a 

magnificent book entitled The Christian mind. The first paragraph I was able to easily to commit 

to memory, it simply is: “There is no longer, a Christian mind.” And Blamiers’ point is that those 

of us who are Christians, think Christianly on Sunday mornings, we think Christianly when we 

go to our Bible studies, we think Christianly at our Church suppers. But then when we go out 

into the rest of the world, we act like all of our neighbors in the rest of the world, we talk and 

think exactly as they do. And so our Christian thought is confined to Church. Whereas the real 

challenge is to be able to think as Christians, take every single issue—. Whenever I am 

confronted with any question, any public issue I take the newspaper in one hand, I take the Bible 

in the other. What does the Bible have to say about what’s happening in the world around me? 

My thinking ought to be constantly informed by the Bible, and every Christian’s thinking should 

be constantly informed by Holy Scripture. What does the Bible say about this, how does this 

measure up to God’s standards of justice and righteousness? And then we’re to go out and 

contend for those values in culture. Now, I don’t mean picking up our Bibles and going out and 

banging our secular neighbours over the head and saying, “the Bible says so.” Problem is that 

they don’t believe the Bible. So we tell them the Bible says so and they laugh and go over and 

say, “there’s one of those Bible pounders.” But we’re to go out and contend for values in our 

society by making a better case.  

Often I’m invited to speak to legislatures about criminal justice reform because of our 

work in the prisons. I’m asked to come and talk to them about what we do in the prisons. Every, 

every jurisdiction I know whether it’s here in Canada or in the States, or in many of the countries 

around the world where we work, have problems with over-crowded prisons. And so I’m 

constantly, as recently, I was asked to address the Texas legislature. I don’t know how many of 

you have seen a legislature in session. It to me is one of the minor miracles of democracy that 

democracy survives despite what happens in legislatures, my apologies to members of 

parliament who may be here tonight.  

But I was invited to address the Texas legislature which happens to be a somewhat unruly 

lot. And when I walked into the legislative halls, I was told that vice-President George Bush had 

been there recently, and that I shouldn’t be intimidated if no one listened because he spoke for 

half an hour addressing the legislature and no one listened. [4:57] And when I walked in there 

was this mob of confusion; people going from chairs to seats and back and forth and they had 

telephones at their desk and they were little clusters talking. And the speaker of the house took 

the gavel and he started to smash the gavel down, they kept on doing what they were doing. And 

finally, he turned to me and he said, “I guess I just introduce you and you start speaking.” I said, 

“all right.” And so he did, he introduced me and the confusion was just going on all over the 
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place. And suddenly a couple a guys came from this corner and sat down and then someone else 

moved in and sat down. Suddenly it started to get quiet. I discovered that politicians are 

increasingly, these days, interested in the subject I was talking about, prisons, eh, some of them 

have a more personal interest (laughter). You’ve seen that carton, I don’t know whether that 

cartoon got here to Canada from the, it started in the States, but two convicts sitting in prison and 

one looks at the other and said, “the food was better here when you were governor.” (laughter) 

I’m glad you laughed, the Texas legislature did not, that joke fell flat.  

But that day, I preached to them about what needed to be done in the prisons. I had an 

opportunity, at the beginning, to give something of a Christian witness because that was part of 

the reason I was there, and explained how I had gone to prison, and how God had worked in my 

life, what we were doing in our ministry. But fundamentally I argued with them on merits, that it 

makes no sense to be locking up, fifty percent of the people in prison in the United States same 

thing in Canada, are there for non-violent offences. And the basic argument I was making is that 

it makes no sense to lock ‘em up in a prison cell, which costs over a hundred thousand dollars 

here in Canada to build one, and about twenty five thousand dollars here in Canada to keep a 

person locked up, and similar figures in the States. I argued, it makes no sense to take these non-

violent criminals keep ‘em locked up in the cells; they ought to be out on the streets working in 

restitution programs in paying back their victims. Everybody in the legislature, (audience 

applauds) the people in the legislature applauded and many of them came up afterwards and they 

said to me, “That’s a wonderful idea, restitution Mr. Colson, where did that come from?” I said, 

“do you happen to have a Bible at home, I mean maybe one sitting on the coffee-table or on your 

bed-stand, that someone gave you when you got married , or the family Bible?” I said, “go home 

and sort of dust it off and look into Exodus chapter twenty two, you’ll see that was the original 

instruction that God gave Moses at Mount Sinai when he handed the law to him.”  See that’s 

biblical truth. Biblical truth invading the mainstream of cultural thinking in our world, that’s 

what Christians have to do, and you don’t do it by hitting people over the head with a Bible, you 

do it by arguing the merits, but biblically informed truth. And the amazing thing is, we discover 

over and over, God’s truth is true and it works. 

 And fourth, we’re called to obedient living. You know the most amazing thing, whenever 

I walk into a prison, I’m always struck by the same experience, wherever it is. And I’ve been in 

prisons all across Canada, and all across the States and in some twenty-some countries abroad 

hundreds, and hundreds of institutions. I was in a prison in Zambia with Ron Nikkel the 

president of the Prison Fellowship International, who’s a Canadian who’s with me tonight, Ron 

and I were in a prison in Zambia. One of the most horrible places I’ve ever been, where we 

walked into a prison cell, all the men–it was a glorious experience–because all the men dressed 

in nothing but little white cloths, were standing back against a wall and it was the cell that had 

become completely Christian, this cell block. All these men were standing back against the wall, 

singing this beautiful hymn of praise to us, against a wall, the background of which was a 
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whitewashed wall. And on that whitewashed wall, they had taken in charcoal and drawn the 

picture of Christ, hanging on the cross, the suffering Christ. One of the most powerful 

experiences I’ve had. But as I walked into the centre of that cell block, I happened to stand to 

give a talk to the inmates to speak to them, I happen to stand right in front of a hole which was 

the open sewage trench, the stench was overwhelming. Men jammed in that place; fifteen of ‘em 

would sleep at night in a twelve by fifteen cell. And they would have water brought into them in 

a bucket at night, and they’d bring the bucket out in the morning, and that was the waste.  

But as I was speaking to them, I was thinking about the fact that God has used my life to 

touch those people. But what has he used from my life? I look back on my career in Government, 

in the United States Senate; I look back on my days in the White house; I look back on the 

decisions I made with the President of the United States; I look back on cases I’d argued, one of 

which went to the Supreme Court, and I won it, every lawyer’s dream. I think of all the great 

achievements and triumphs and successes in my life, and I look out at that crowd of people and 

realize that what God has chosen to use from my life, is not any of those successes or triumphs or 

achievements. What God has chosen to use from my life is my one great defeat, the fact that I 

was a convict and went to prison. [10:08] And I think about all those times in prison when I was 

hanging on the bars saying God let us out of this place, you know we’re wasting our time in here. 

And that’s what he chose to use, the only thing in which I can’t glory, the one thing over which I 

can’t take credit, the great defeat of my life. That’s what God’s used. And what’s the message of 

that? The message of that is so plain. What matters is not so much what we do. Yes that’s 

important of course, be good and be excellent at whatever you do. But what really matters is not 

what we do, but what God chooses to do through us and he will generally use that which we least 

expect to confound us and to confound the wisdom of the world. And therefore, what matters is 

that we are obedient, so that a sovereign God can work through us. Obedience!  

I titled one of the books I’ve written Loving God. I did that because everywhere I would 

go I would ask Christians, “What’s the greatest commandment of all” and they’d say, “Oh to 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and your soul, and love your neighbour as 

yourself” yes I’d say, “how?” And then people would say, “I’d have this romantic feeling, or I 

get this warm feeling in my heart,” or, “I love God.” How? Jesus said, “If you love me you will 

keep my commandments.” Obedience. Take that Holy Scripture on which I said the church must 

take its stand, and believe it. And then begin to live it. Live in obedience to the Scripture. See 

what a difference God will begin to make with your life.  

And that leads us to the next challenge.  And this, this challenge is stated so beautifully in 

the statement of mission of this great university: “Growing disciples of Jesus Christ who glorify 

God, through fulfilling the Great Commission, serving God and man in the various marketplaces 

of life.” Wonderful, that’s exactly it. Be the salt and the light. “Let our light shine forth so that 

men will see our good works and glorify our God who is in heaven.” Be what Edmund Burke 

once wrote, “the little platoons of society.” There’s a terrible temptation today, and I’ll talk a 
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little more about this tomorrow night, if you come out to the university. There’s a terrible 

temptation today to believe that there are political solutions to all problems, there aren’t. Most of 

the problems today are determined and decided by how people choose to live, by values of life, 

and values of life are affected, not by what happens in the legislature, or by your parliaments, 

values in life are determined by how people choose to live. And people, therefore, the little 

platoons, the people who band together and say, “I’m gonna do something about the problems 

around me.” That’s where the difference gets made.  

Give you one illustration. At our international conference in Africa last year, we had 

people come from all over the world. One man came from Madagascar, his name was Pascal. 

He’d been a professor of etymology at the university at Madagascar, and there was a Marxist 

coup and he was thrown out of his job and he was thrown into jail. He’d been a nominal 

Christian for six generations back, but he had not professed Christ because in intellectual circles 

you simply didn’t do that. And so Pascal, a nominal Christian, was sitting in his jail cell one 

night, when all of a sudden Christ came to him and touched his life. He was converted, 

marvellously converted. He therefore thereafter set out to preach the gospel inside that prison 

and built a great fellowship, in that thriving, in that  prison, a great thriving fellowship in that 

prison of  five thousand inmates. He was released from prison. But when he got out, he decided 

to start a little business but simply to support his ministry. And he kept going back, back and 

back into that prison, one man preaching the gospel, building this large Christian fellowship. A 

year ago, he was walking through the prison, he went by the prison infirmary, he saw that there 

were bodies piled up on the verandah of the infirmary. And so he went into the nurse and he said, 

“What, has there been a plague this week, that looked like fifty, sixty bodies piled up?” And the 

nurse said, “Oh no, that’s just the normal quota who die each week in this prison from mal-

nutrition, we have five thousand inmates, twenty five hundred rations for twenty five hundred.” 

Pascal went home that night, his heart was heavy, he grieved. What could he do? No big 

Christian organizations, nobody to turn to, poor church, a little impoverished island, several 

hundred miles off the coast of East Africa.  

And so Pascal and his wife did the only thing they could do. They started cooking in their 

kitchen; vegetable soup, rice. Today Pascal feeds and keeps alive seven hundred inmates inside 

that prison. I made the mistake, the cardinal mistake for somebody from the first world, cardinal 

error to go to someone from the third world. I walked up to Pascal after I heard that moving story 

and I said, “Is there something we could do to help you?”  You know he’s gonna say, “get out 

your check book.”  He looked at me with the most radiant expression he said, “Oh no, our God is 

sufficient for everything. All I need to know is I’m part of a fellowship.” That’s the Church, 

that’s the little platoons. [15:36] 

 

Young man in Philadelphia, who saw homeless on television, saw people sleeping in the 

streets, eleven years old. He turned to his father and he said, “Daddy, we should do something to 
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help those people.” And his father said well let’s take, and the little boy said, “can I take blankets 

down to them?” And so that night, they got in their automobile and drove down town and took 

blankets to the nearest people they could find and gave them to sleep. And that started a 

movement which today that brought blankets and bedding and shelter to thousands of homeless 

people across the streets of Philadelphia. No government laws passed; done by people, the little 

platoons! And the that’s the job of the Church. That’s what it means to be salt and the light and 

to invade our society. 

And finally, friends, the challenge for us, if we really wanna make Christian values felt in 

our culture, is that we have to live with Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives, in every way. Not just 

turning to Jesus and saying, “God help me out” or, “God save me,” but turning to Jesus and say, 

“God how can I serve you because you’re Lord, you’re King of Kings, I’m a citizen of the 

kingdom of God living here temporarily on the kingdoms of this earth, which are passing away.” 

Had a wonderful example of the lordship of Christ, a man in Florida, in the state of 

Florida, who’s a well-known political and business figure, his name is Jack Eckerd. He was the 

founder of what is the largest drug chain in the United States, the Eckerd Drugstores, seventeen 

hundred drugstores across North America. He saw me on television one day talking about 

criminal justice reform. And he called me up, I was on the Bill Buckley program, he called me 

up and he said, “you make sense and we have problems here in Florida,” and he said, “would 

you come to Florida?” And so I did. And he got in his airplane, and he got the Attorney General 

of the State, and we went around to nine cities, holding meetings and speeches, and meeting with 

government leaders. And every place we would go, Jack Eckerd would get up to introduce me 

and he would say, “this is my friend Chuck Colson, he’s born again, I’m not, I wish I were.” And 

then he would sit down. And so we’d get on the airplane and I would witness to him, and I would 

tell him about Jesus. And I would tell him what it meant to be born again. Nothing ever 

happened, I figured he had some hang-up in his life. I’ve discovered that the objections to 

accepting Christ are never intellectual, they’re almost always moral. I figured there was some 

reason that he didn’t want to accept the Lord, he didn’t want to turn his life over. And eventually, 

about two years later, I was talking to him on the phone. He had read an article I’d written about 

why I believed in the historicity of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And he said to me, “you 

know, I believe that,” and he said, “I’ve read the Bible, I believe the Bible” and he went through 

all of these things. I said Jack, “You believe in the deity of Christ?” And he said, “Yes.” I said, 

“You believe he’s coming again.” He said, “Yes, ‘cause he said he is.” I said, “You’re born 

again.” He said, “No I’m not, I haven’t felt anything.” I said, “pray with me right now”–how 

many–I wonder how many people through the world believe you have to feel something. I said, 

“You pray with me right now.” We prayed over the telephone, he was marvellously converted.  

First thing he did after his conversion was to walk into one of his seventeen hundred 

drugstores. He’d been walking into these drugstores by the way every day, this is where he went 

to do his own personal shopping this same drugstore. But this day for the first time, he walked in 
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with new eyes. And he looked on the book racks and he saw Playboy and Penthouse, 

pornographic smut, being sold in his drugstore. He went right back to his president’s office, and 

he said, called in his president and he said, “Are we selling Playboy and Penthouse in my 

drugstores?” His president said, “Yes we are Mr. Eckerd.” Eckerd looked at him, he said, “take 

them out.” The president said, “Wait a minute, we make three million dollars a year selling those 

magazines. Think about it overnight.” Jack Eckerd said, “I’ll think about it overnight.” The next 

morning he went in, called his president in and said, “Take Playboy and Penthouse out of my 

drugstores.” And the next day, out of seventeen hundred drugstores across America, that filthy 

pornography was taken off the drug racks. Don’t tell me one person can’t make a difference.  

I called Jack Eckerd up and I said, “Jack did you do that because you’re a Christian?” He 

said, “why else would I give away three million dollars?” And then he gave me the most 

marvellous answer, he said “God would not let me off the hook if I didn’t do it.” I’ve read all of 

the great theological treatises on the lordship of Christ, I have never heard a better definition 

than, “God would not let me off the hook.” I pray tonight God won’t let a single one of us off the 

hook, not until we understand the crisis of the time in which we live. We live in a culture, which 

is rejecting all values. There are no absolute rights and wrongs. There are no standards by which 

people can live. People are crying out, “what can a fellow believe in anymore, are there no more 

bastions of purity?” And the Church of Jesus Christ has the answer, but it is not to go and to sit 

in self-contained self-smug satisfaction that we’re saved and the rest of the world is going to hell 

in a hand-basket. The job of the Church of Jesus Christ is to have the courage, the people of God, 

to go out and to live as the Church in the midst of culture, “to make a difference in the 

marketplace of life,” as the mission statement of this great university says. Do we have that 

courage? My friends I pray that God will give us that courage that he won’t let us off the hook, 

because I’m convinced that nothing less than that saves the society in which we are called to live. 

And I’m convinced that God has called us in this time to nothing less than to truly live in the 

midst of the kingdoms of this world, the collapsing and decaying kingdoms of this world, as 

citizens of the kingdom which man cannot destroy because it is the kingdom built by God. May 

he give us that courage. God bless you (applause). 
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